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. HAVE Sing had a | firong e to pob⸗ | 
liſh 7 "BIR little Treatiſe that might (under the 
bleſſing of God) be of uſe to you. A ſenſe of my 
own weakneſs, and the abounding accounts of the 
weak in faith that ſtand on record in Holy Writ, 


| have prompted me to undertake a work of this ſort. ry 
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* rarer. 
And, what added ſome fervour to my : Befiren was, 
that I have read ſeveral productions, both ancient 
and modern, intended for this purpoſe, which are 
not pregnant with ſound doctrine: the authors have 
wandered from the doctrines of Chriſt, and followed 
the;weaklings into the corrupt principles of Free- 
agency; and appear as far (in doctrine) from the 
| baſis of Truth, « the weakling from the Munition 
of Rocks; which, inſtead of bringing them off the 
old bottom, fixes them on it. 
Jo keep back, or hide the truth "I them, or 
| ro endeavour to confirm them on any baſis ſhort of. 
Chriſt, is fes them where there is no ſtanding. 
Such founding 4 daubing myſt be plucked up, and | 
pulled down, beforeever the heart can be eſtabliſhed, | 
Job detected his friends and comforters at this, ſay- | 
ing. How, then, comfort ye me in vain, ſeeing in your 
anſwers there remaineth falſeboed? Job xxi. 34. T kis 
is building up in lies, inſtead oſ truth; and if either 
the foundation or the ſuperſtructure cannot ſtand the 
teſt of God's word, how will they ſtand rebukes with 
flames of fire! Some chooſe, not only to keep 
back, but to ſpeak lightly of, the doctrines of God's 
| Election and Predeſtination, leſt theſe things ſhould 4 : 
go, 4, ta terrify, or drive them back; ; which is 4 
. | 1 5 encouraging i 


% 


- Tx3$48# > ov 
encouraging their rebellion againſt their Maker, in- 
| ſtead of building them up on cheir moſt holy faith, 
| by enforcing, the faith of God 's elect. The Saviour 5 
told Little Fa ub, as well as the reſt, to rejoice becauſe | 
their names were wr itten in Heaven ; and rejoiced i in 
ſpirit before them, becauſe his heavenly Father had hid 
| thoſe things | from the wiſe and prudent, which he res 
_ vealed to babes : and, as he calls them babes, it ſeems 
they were moſt, if not all, of little faith at that time, 
And Peter tells the new-born babes, as well as others, 
to make their calling and election fare for, if ye: ds 
theſe things, pe ſhall never fall. As the Saviour re- 
vealed theſe things as a matter ef joy, and Peter as 
their ſecurity ; what are thofe gentlemen at, who 
make them nothing but ſtumbliog-blocks, or rocks 
of offence ?- If this foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure, having the ſeal of God upon it, what aſſurance 
can ſuch men adminiſter; and what divine impreſſion 
cam thoſe expect, who are taught to ridicule theſe 
things, and. are built u pon a ay n . 
the ruin is ſure to be great? % 121 | 
For my own part (and I Perk from experience), 
I mould not wonder if a profeſſor thus miſled, and 
Jus hardened, ſhould end his days in a mad-houſe, 
or r periſh by ſaicide. I know this hath been the caſe 


. with 


vi | ez. 


with many, who have math war with the decrees and 
- purpoſes of God, till they have been, 1 in Juſt judg- 
ment, given u p to the devil, as Alexander the copper- 
ſmith and Hymeneus were, who withſtood the truth 
till they were both delivered unto Satan, that they 
might learn not to blaſpheme, 1 Tim. i. 20. As far 
as L am enlightened to fee, I have endeavoured. to 
keep cloſe to the truth; for it is a pleaſure to nie, 
as well as it was to John, who rejoiced when he found 
that not only the et lady, but ber r children alp, 
walked in the trith. 2 John 15. oy... 

- T'was puzzled a while whar method to adopt in 
ſending my thoughts among you, and various 
ſchemes were formed; till, at laſt, I fixed upon 
ſending them out by way of dialogue, as the moſt 
intelligible method]; and to which I was encouraged | 
by the Song of Solomon. The characters fixed 
upon to carry it on are—A Steward of the Royal 
HFouſehold, and a Shepherd of the King's Flock; 
both which are Scriptural characters, Wc _ 
known to the Juſt. 6:0) 

wy have been rather profuſe wich the wed of God; + 
| | knowing that weak ſouls, after their firſt awakening, 
proceed with great caution, and dare not venture 
without a divine warrant; being commanded to ſtand 


| 
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in awe, and cleanſe their way, by taking __ 


thereto according to God's word. 


It is not expected that a work of this ſort ſhould 


be of any uſe to believers who are grown up and eſta- 
bliſhed in the preſent truth. hey that are men put 


away childiſb thing —unleſs they ſhould be deſirous of 


ſeeing a map of their travels, or f peruſing a journal 


of their infant days, when they went in a go- cart. 
There ever hath been, and will be, even to the 


end of time, ſome of the children of God who will _ 


be ſtaggering at the promiſes, and going bowed 


down, through fear of miſcarrying, coming ſhort of | 


the ſaints' reſt, or failing of the grace of God. To 


uch therefore it is dedicated, and for ſuch it is in- 


| tended; hoping that, as God hath commanded us 
to ſtrengthen the weak hands, and confirm the 


s feeble knees,” it may pleaſe him to caſt ĩt in the 


way of many of them, and to bleſs the reading of it 


| 10'their ſouls? growth, comfort, and eſtabliſhment. 
Many are found in the ſimplicity and power of 


the Goſpel who have very little light into the 
great things of it; and many have been enlight- 


ened to diſcover great things in the letter of it, 


who never knew the ſimplicity, nor nee 
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My 


vi PREFACE. 
My intention, in this work, is not to humour 
LrrTII Fal rTRH, nor to indulge him in his whims and 
fancies, nor to encourage his infidelity, nor to build 
him up in falſehood, much leſs to eſtabliſh him in 
unbelief. What I aim at is, to ſhew him what'i is 
Faith, and what 1 18 not ; wherein he 1s right, and 
wherein he is wret 81 what is juſtifiable in him, 
and what i is repreheaſible z what he ſays of himſelf, 
and what God ſays of him; what God has done in 
him, and what may be expected to be done for him, 
according to the promiſe: and the difference be- 


tween a babe in grace, and a fawning wolf; Little 
Faith, and a little fox; the ſincerity of the one, 
and the infernal cunning of the other. One loves 
_ *the truth, the other hates it; one trembles at the 
word, the other is hardened againſt it; one comes 
to the light, the other cleaves to darkneſs; one ho- 
nours them that fear the Lord, and contemns the 
vile; the other hates the juſt, and ſpeaks well of 
the wise prophets —and in this is manifeſted the 
Wem of God and the children of the devil. 
There is ſome milk, Reader, and ſome . 
Went ſome good thing totvard the Lord God f 
fuel, which is faith; and ſome bad things, ſuch 
as unbelief, and caving to the fleſh, which is a . 
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departing from him. In ſhort, thou wile find ſome 


of thy beſt frames pointed out, and ſome of thy 


worſt feelings; thy beſt and thy worſt hours ; no- 
ble acts, and wretched failings; courageous feats, 


and fainting flights; the truth of grace, and fleſhly | 
foibles. That the Lord may give his bleſſing to 
s the prayer 185 | 


it, and miniſter conſolation by | 
deſire of, : 


LitTLE Folks, e Wi 
-_ * | { \ 5 | . 7 - * | 
Your affectionate Friend and Servant, 


* 


in CugysT Jas us, 


WINCHESTER ROW, - 
PADDINGTON. | 


W. HunTINGTON« 
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LITTLE FASTH. 


DIALOGUE rus FIRST. 


1 
* 


A. a certain Steward of his Majeſty's bouſcbeld 
was one morning walking abroad for the benefit of 
the air, he promiſcuouſly met with a ruſtic Shep= 
berd, whom he accoſted | in n the following manner 


21 7. 
* N 7 E. 71 1 
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STEWA RD. 


. Good morning to you, Shepherd. Shepberd L 1 
call you; for ſuch e nul eee . 


ae eee e eee 4 
| SHEPHERD... 


| „Si, a good morning to you. Fake hoe ale. 
ml right; for a Shepherd I am by Gt: ſuch. 
an one as I am. 
| © STEWARD. . 
Ma is an occupation that expoſes oak to ) all 
forts of weather —wet and dry, cold and heat; and 
it 


— 
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it requires both wiſdom and watchfulneſs, eſpecially 
if a man be careful to give a portion to ſeven, and alſo 
to eight, Eccleſ. xi. 2. 


SHEPHERD. 


True: and, the more a man Jooks to his flocks 
and to his herds, the leſs he is eſteemed in the world: 
for it is in our days, as it wasin the days of Joſeph, 
Every Shepherd is an abomination to the n 
Gen. xlvi. 34. 


STEWARD. n 
Better be an abomination to the Egyptians, than 
an abomination to Him that employs bim. They 
that take the overſight of the flock, muſt receive 
their wages from the Chief Shepherd, when he ſhall 
appear. The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats 
are the price of the feld (Prov. xxvii. 260. or, a 
« ranſom for the lambs, Prov. xxi. 18. The 
1 ſhall one day come for thine, hire; ſo ſhall. 
ce thy righteouſneſs anſwer for thee in time to come.” 
Gen xxx. 33. IE. 
a 33 SHEPHERD. tre + 
11 is this together with the een 7005 my 
Maſter, and being allowed at times to draw-a little 
pocket · money, that encourages tne in the work, or 
elſe the treatment that I have met with has, been 
enough to drive any man from the buſineſs who 
took it upon himſelf of his own accord. For, though 
1 bave heard much talk of dumb dogs in the days 
of old, I eng found but very few of them 1 in my 
T's F 


nmnisronxv OF LITTLE FAITH. _ #3; 
days; for, if they could not bark at the wolf, they 
could give tongue at the ſheep, and at me alſo, 


STEWARD. 
| Pray, how many Head may you have in your 
„ | : 
SHEPHERD, 
I cannot ſay juſtly ; the Chief Shepherd 10 the 
book of name and number: but, I believe, there 
is ſomewhat above a thouſand. 


STEWARD. 


And have you all theſe to feed and, to fold 


yourſelf > e 
| SHEPHERD. 


Yes; and. am obliged to draught them, and 
| change them too, every two or three days; for 
ſheep never do well long together upon one walk : 
ths more they are ſthiſed, the better they thrive. 


STEWARD, 


' You have got fine lambs, I perceive, among 
them; and Pace ewes great with young—they do 
not bring. forth together regularly, n nor TOI do 


they? 


SHEPHERD, 


This ſort of ſheep are like orange- trees; they go 
to bloſſom, or are in bearing, all che year round: 
and ſome of the weakeſt of the lambs are more 
trouble to me than all the reſt; they are always 
creeping through the hurdles; and I am afraid that 


Fd 
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my Maſter will ſend the dog Smut after them; and | 
that voracious creature makes ſuch havoc with theſe 
weaklings, that he leaves nothing but 7zvo legs, or a 
piece of an ear (Amos iii. 12); and ſometimes I fret 
to that degree at the ſight of it, that J could wiſh 

that I had been any thing rather than a Shepherd. 

1 is like a ſword to me; and Fam obliged to cry 
Deliver my ſoul from the Ford: my dar- 

* 7 h from the power of the dog.” Pſalm xxii. 20. 


"© 
1 
4 


STEWARD. 
To be contented in one's ſtation is beſt, There 
is no place of ſervitude without its difficulties and 
difagreeable. circumſtances. Wherein a man is 
called, therein let him abide—A rolling ſtone ga- 
chers no moſs. I am not a little tried, where the 
dounds of my ene are fixed. 


SHEPHERD. 


If I may be ſo bold, pray, Sir, wine; may your 
trade or calling be? Neither your hands nor your 


8 look as if you worked ry hard, 


STEWARD. 


There is a labour of the mind, and a labour of the : 
body. I have been exerciſed with both; and, I 
1 Mink, the former 1 is hardeſt. | 


SHEPHERD. 


Care and anxiety certainly wear a man away, or 
elſe Jethro would never have counſelled Moſes to 
| ES lock 


— 
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look out ſuch a number of men to bear a part with 


him. | 
STEWARD. 


I have my ſhare of that; for it hath fallen to my 


lot to be one of the Stewards of his Majeſty's houſe- 


hold, or what is commonly called a Clerk of the 
Kitchen, {o-that the care of many lies on me; and, 


you know, it is required in Stewards that a man be 


found ad 1 ook 10 2. 


SHEPHERD. 


| Yes, you muſt give an account of your Maſter's 


goods, as well as I of my flock ; and, it we are fully 


| perſuaded that we can do it with cheerfulneſs, and 


not with grief, it affords comfort and ſatisfaction to 


the mind. But the office of a Steward in the Royal 


Family muſt be a much eaſier place, and a more ho» 


nourable ſtation in life, than that of a Shepherd. 


* STEWARD, 


He is the beſt Judge where the ſhoe pinches, that. 


wears it. A Steward is u uch envied: many of the 
ſervants are obliged to come to him for neceſſaries, 
advice, and direction; and, if he deals faithfully 


with all, every one, in his turn, will have a pick at 


him. 
SHEPHERD. 


Very true, Sir. 1 was quite miſtaken in my judg- Th, 


ment of you, 1 ſhould not have taken you to have 
been a ſervant ; 1 thought, by your genteel appear» 


ance, 
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ance, that you was a reputable tradeſman, a man in . 
bufineſs for yourſelf. i 


STEWARD. 

God forbid! for none of my n ever ſet up 

for themſelves but what came to beggary. There- 
fore, I never deſire to be out of his Majeſty's ſervice, 
independent of him, or one hour upon my own. 

hands, notwithſtanding the many diſagreeable things 

that attend the ſervice. | 


* 


SHEPHERD. 


Pray Sir, what may your buſineſs Wu be? 


STEWARD. 


1 provide for one part of the houſehold ſuch 8 
as his Majeſty orders me to get for them; I buy the 
meat, the wine, oil, milk, honey, butter, and fruit; 
J examine the cellar and the wardrobe, ſee to the 
T2: table and apparel, and look to the doors and 

gates: I receive orders; and carry grievances, con- 
plaints, addreſſes, and grateful acknowledgments, 
to the King &c. £ £8 
SHEPHERD, 


Indeed! you Were upon your hands, and 
head too; as you muſt have a deal of accounts to 
caſt up, many books to keep.and ſettle, and many 
reckonings to make: For to whom men have com- 
mitted mich, of him they will aſk the more. Luke xil. 

Els STEWARD. 
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STEWARD, 


- 


True: and where much is given, much is re- 
quired. If a man be not punctual, he will not 
magnify his office; and, if once he loſes his cha- 
racter, it is ten to one if he is of any more uſe in 
the houſehold, even though he ſhould ſucceed in 
getting a penſion for himſelf, And, if his Majeſty 
ſeems in the leaſt to honour or favour him, there 
are many watching for his halting, ** Report! 
« report! ſay they, © and we will I re. 1” 
NY XX, IO. e | 
$1 SHEP HERD. | F 

I wonder his Majeſty permits ſuch to 3 
the royal apartments; for he is not one that favours 
an eye-ſervant, or belps an evil 251 Jon Ville 20. 


STEWARD. | 

Many dyaw near to him, and approach his pre- 
ſence, that never found favour in his fight. Tn a 
great houſe, there are not only veſſels of gold, and 
filver, and woad, and earth, but the beſt and worft 
of ſervants alſo. We have an Old Fellhw, that is per- 
mitted to ſkulk about the palace-yard, and has been 
fora number of years; who is TAY with wo_ 
| wy every 8 and every word. 


SHEPHERD, 


- Perhaps he is kept for his former good ſervidel. 
If he was not in favour, he would hardly be e 


to dwell among the houſehold, 
Las STEWARD, 


1 


1 


5 
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| STEWARD. 


As for good ſervices, it has never been in his 


power to perform any; nor is he any friend to the 
King or the King to him. 1 believe he is kept in 


exiſtence chiefly for the trial of faithful ſervants. 


during his Majeſty's pleaſure. Many have wiſhed 
and petitioned for his final diſmiſſion, or utter de- 
ſtruction; but there he is ſtill, and there he is like 


to be. 
ö 


well, Sir, “ what cannot be cured muſt be en 
" * 4 rx, has his e n ee 1 


STEWARD» 


0 yes !—we increaſe and multiply : the Queen i is 
always pregnant, in child-bed, or W the 


whole year round. 8 
SHEPHERD, 


And, pray, who has the care of the children N 


ſuppoſe every one has a diſtinct nurſe and rocker, 
have they . 


"Sv of the family may 3 Ifaiah Ixvi, 12.— 


ſwadlle, Lam. ii. 22. —dandle, Iſaiah Ixvii. 12.— 
bear them upon their ſides, or rock them, that will; 


and thoſe of the family, even the young princes and 
princeſſes, that can hardly walk without a back- 
ſtring or a go- cart, are fond of lagging them about. 


I have ſometimes ſeen one, that has itſelf ſtag- 


gered through weakneſs, endeavouring to keep 
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another from falling into the ditch ; and ſome, who 
are ſo tender-eyed as to be incapable of looking at 
a candle, much leſs at the ſun, are often endeavour- 

ing to bring others from, or cautioning them againſt, 


thy wann Wan or horrible pit. e - 


bernd, „ — 


That is a good thing. It is with them as it is with 
lambs: the more they ſport about and play, the 
ſtronger they grow, and the better they thrive: and 

ſo it is with children; the more they are toſſed and 
tumbled about, the better; it keeps them from the 
rickets, and ſtrengthens their limbs, if they do not 
humour them too much, nor handle them too 
OO" e . SURAT e 
STEWARD.” FX en e 


Too many fingers often ſpoil the P87 3 * and 100 : 
many nurſes often hurt the child. All have not got 
fincere milk that draw out the breaſt : ſome ſuckle 
with the poiſon of aſps (Job xx. 16), and ſtunt them 
in their infancy; and it 1s a rare thing to ſee ſuch 
with proportionable heads. Others, again, bog 
nouriſh and. cheriſh them like real nurſes, 1 Theſſ. ii. 7. | 
And, as for children, their taſte is not very quick at 
diſcerning perverſe things, Job vi. 30. Stolen waters 
are ſweet (Prov. ix. 17), as well as honey; and, if 
they taſte but the candy, it is enough for them, they 
take all down. * | ede | 

RT EE | SHEPHERD, 


<1] 
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SHEPHERD. 


But pray, Sir, have you the care of them? This 
work is more fit for women than men. | 


* 


STEWARD. 


The mother and her daughters are commanded 
to ſuckle them, and bear them upon their ſides, as 
we have before obſerved ; but, as ſoon as they are 
off the knee, I have the care of ſome of them. As 
a Steward of the Houſehold, Tam to give them a por- 
tion of meat in due ſeaſon (Luke xii. 42), to look to 
their ways, manners, and education; and likewiſe 
to their clothing: for there is. a puniſhment to ibe 
princes and the King's children, and all fuch as are 
© clothed with ſtrange apparel, Zeph. i. 8. And when 
there are any that are ſtunted, ſickly, weakly, or 
ricketty, I have more trouble with ſuch a child than 
I have with all the family beſide. 1 have had three 
of theſe under my care at once; and I uſed to doubt 
whether they ever would be able to go alone and 
feed themſelves or not; but two of them are now 
gone from * care. 
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SHEPHERD, | 5 
20 Pray, what are their names? Are they down in 
the Court Calendar ? 5 
| STEWARD, .' 
Yes: Ade 1 name e of one is Weak Heart (Ezek. xvi. 
30), the other, Silly Dove (Hoſ. vii. 11), and the 


- laſt, Little Faith (Matt. vi. 30). Which ſhews that 
| 5 | the 


HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH» — Be 
the firſt has a heart, though weak ; that the ſecond 
is a dove, though ſilly; and that the third has faith, | 


though but little, 


5 SHEPHERD, - 

I perceive, Sir, that you and I both ſerve one 
Maſter, though you are in the houſehold, and I in 
the field ; therefore, tell me the reaſons why ſo many 
of his Majeſty's children are ſo often ricketty and 
feeble. One would think that the King would 
ſtand at no expence; and, therefore, the Queen 
muſt have the beſt HE. and her ls the beſt | 


of care. 
STEWARD. | 

The fault lies not in the King, who ſands at no 
expence; nor in the Queen, 2000 is a tender and deli. 
cate woman (Jer. vi. 2), but it lies chiefly in place- 
men, and in the rulers of the houſe, who are often 
biaſſed, not faithful to their truſt, nor watchful to 
keep intruders out; but often recommend unwiſe 
and unſkilful perſons to the young of the family; 
till, at times, it is more like Ahab's court than David's 
palace. Beſides, groaning- times are times that old 
ladies are all in motion: they are always very buſy 
and active at thoſe ſeaſons; and, while the Queen 
is in labour, ſhe has enough to do to bear up under 
her own ſorrows; and, therefore, cannot tell who 
are about her perſon, whether triends or foes, If the 
latter, the fault lies in them who called the Goſſi ps, 
or thoſe who recommended them, You know, that 
5 5 every 
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every perſon is not loyal that 7aftes the Queen's 


caudle: various perſons get about the child-bed, 


where every lady ſpeaks her mind freely, and in 
the general fluently, after the “ groaning-ale is 


© broached;“ till, in proceſs of time, the hubbub is 
like the confuſed aſſembly at Epheſus: ſome ſay one 


thing, and ſome another, till the, greater part note not 
wherefore, nor for what, they are come together. At 
theſe times, diſaffected perſons learn a cant, and get 
a wild gibberiſh, which introduces them as familiars 
to the houſehold ; and, if one is faithful to his truſt, 

and tries to get them out, another acts againſt his 
conſcience in endeavouring to keep them in: and 


there were too many of this ſort about the Queen's 
perſon while ſhe was in labour with Little Faith, 


1955 . and Weak Heart. . 
* 
SHEPHERD, 


Well, Sir, but let the Goſſips be what they may, 


doubtleſs her Majeſty had her proper maidens, or 


women in rait ing, about her; and her proper mid- 


wife, doubtleſs; and the care of the Queen's perſon 
| a reſt chicſly in the hands of theſe. 


STEWARD, 


In our days, every mole-catcher pretends: to {kill 
in midwifery and every old barren woman will 
| give directions at a groaning, who never knew what 
conception means, much leſs the bitter throes of 
child-birch. ＋ "THO generally hurry the birth, 


knowing 
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knowing nothing from experience; but, having 
imbibed ſome notions by obſervation, they will 
therefore neither let Nature ſtruggle with her own. 
weakneſs, nor leave Providence to work his will. 


| | SHEPHERD. _ | 
Such are like ſome Shepherds that I have known, 

who, by their over-carefulneſs, do more hurt than The 
good in lambing-time. If an ewe ſeems long in 
yeaning, they are always forward at drawing the 
lambs, for fear of loſing the ewe; by which means 
many a lamb hath had its ſhoulder diſlodged, or 
pulled out of place, which has rendered it either 
weakly or a cripple all its days; whereas the beſt 
way is to turn their heads toward the Hill of Zion, 
or to the riſing ground; and fee that they lie to an 
advantage, attend upon them, and watch over them; 
keep wild-beaſts off, and fooliſh Shepherds that cau- 
not underſtand, from intermeddling (Iſa. vi. 11), and 
leave them in the invifible hand of Him who carries 
the lambs in his boſom, and gently leads my that are 
With young, Ia. xl. 11 | 


* STEWARD. 


You talk like a e chat has ſome know- 
| ledge of his buſineſs. Nature ſhould not be forced; 
nor will Providence be hurried. Blind, unſkilful, or 

ignorant perſons, and mere pretenders, do as much 
miſchief in the King's houſehold as ſuch fooliſh 
Shepherds do in the field; for, if any in the houſe 
B 4 V 


„ we e hn res 
be touched either with the green · ſickneſs, or with 
the hip, are griped or qualmiſh—whether it be the 
| Queen, or any of the concubines, ſervants, or-, 
princeſſes —it is all put down, and taken for granted 
to be Zion's labour. Whereas ſome groan under a 
falſe conception: They conceive miſchief, and bring 
forth wanity ; and their belly prepareth deceit, Job xv. 
35. Others have been with child, and have la- 
boured, and brought forth wind: Ibey zorought no 
deliverance ; nor were they delivered themſel ves, till 
the promiſe came 2 dead men ſhall live, Ia. xxvi. 
18, 19. Some, who aſſume the name of Queen, 
and lay claim to his Majeſty's perſon, find all their 
glory and luſtre vaniſh as ſoon as they put their 
bands upon their loins : Their glory flies away like a 
bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from the 
conception, Hoſea. ix. 11. Others, after a deal of 
- counterfeit labour, juſt to attract pity from the 
Goſſips, produce 4 ſnail that melteth away: it is an 
untimely birth, which never ſees the ſun, Pſalm lviii. 8. 
All theſe, in the eyes of ſome, paſs for child-bearing 
women: preparations are made; kerchiefs and pil- 
lows are prepared (Ezek. xiii. 18), the garden of 
ſpices 18 robbed {Song vi. 2), 'cordial and conſolation 
are flying about even for the dead, for ſuch are not 
the bride (Jer. xvi. 7, 8), and every granny is con- 
doling the hypocrite, till the abortive birth diſco- 
vers the hypocriſy of the bond-woman : then be 
” that was full bires herfelf. out for bread, 1 Sam. 11, 6. 
ang, after that, becomes a peſt, and a plague (if | 
be | : the 
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ſhe can), to every royal lodge i in his Majeſty's do- 
minions. Ancient palaces, as well as modern, 

from the royal family of Abraham down to Solo- 
mon, and from Solomon to the lateſt regal reign . 
of the Prince of Peace, the Houſehold hath been 
(and will be) more or leſs, with theſe 


range Women. 1 87 
| | SHEPHERD, | „ 
11 you don- t think, Sir, that Weak Heart, Silly - . 
Dove, and Little Faith, are either children of whore= 
dom, or a ſeed of falſehood, They are not born of for- 
_ nication, are they? If they were the children of 
the concubines, or of the deſolate which hath no 
huſband, you would not have the charge and care 
of them, I ſhould think; for the bread of his Ma- 
jeſty's houſehold is not to be caft-7o dogs, n nor to the 
* 7 9 N eh. xiii. wg _ 


STEWARD, : 

True; theſe three children of the wood are not le- 
gitimate; they are the offspring and iſſue of Zion, 
Ifa. xxii. 24; and are called the Feeble Ones of the 
houſe of David, Zech. xii. 8; and their feebleneſs is 

chiefly owing to the grannies and goſſips that attended 
her Majeſty in labour ; who have neither patience to 
let the birth take its courſe, nor wiſdom to watch 
and wait the events of Providence, who aſks this 

important queſtion, Shall I cauſe to travail, and not 
cauſe to bring forth ? and Jhall T bring to the birth, 


and Heut the wonb, 1 thy God? Iſa. Ixvi. 9. 
| The 
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The work ſhould be left to him whoſe work i it is ; 
and his aid ſhould be implored, and his time ſub- 
mitted to, who has fixed a time for every purpoſe, 
à time to be born, and a time to die: but, inſtead of 
this, the birth is haſtened ; threatenings are uſed x 


fiery warnings are given; different counſels are 
taken; all forts of pretenders are called in; end- 


leſs advice, ſome right, and ſome wrong, is at- 
tended to; and violence is often uſed: and, what 
with their different ſlops, wherreting tongues, and 
violent meaſures, they are forced before the decree 


brings forth, Zeph. ii. 2. I think, it is better 10 


tarry too long (like Ephraim) in the place of the break- 
ing forth of children, Hof. xiii. 13, than (like Iſh- 
mael) to make an appearance fourteen years before 


the time of the promiſe; for this breach is ſure to be 


pon him that breaks forth, and his name muſt be 


called Pharez, Gen. xxxvill, 9. 


SHEPHERD, 


| We bave got juſt ſuch novices among cattle as 
you have in the houſehold, , Some are running with 


food as ſoon as cattle bozo themſelves to bring forth 
 #heir young, and to caſt out their ſorrows, Job xxix. 33 


others with hot drinks, and ſome drencbing them 
with a horn: which is only troubling: them; for, 


when they are in pain, they cannot eat, only at in- 
ter vals, when there is a little intermiſſion. To get 


them into the barn in time, if the weather be cold, 
attend upon n and pray, as the Pfalmiſt did, 
that 
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that our ſheep may bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands 
in our ſireets, Pſalm cxliv. 13, is the beſt way of 
proceeding, in my judgment. And as it is with 
cattle, ſo it is, in this reſpect, with the human ſpe- 
cies. If the woman goes not her proper time, her 
offspring muſt of courſe be weakly. 


STEWARD, 


It is the caſe with theſe. Weak Heart, Silly 
Dove, and Little F aith, are but ſeven months 


children. 0 : 


SHE PHERD. 


*% 


1 have heard, that all the honourable matrons, 
ladies in waiting, women of the Childbed chamber, 
grannies, goſſips, and nurſes—in ſhort, all who en- 
gage, either in the talkative or the active part, on 
thoſe occaſions (who uſe proverbs), and whoſe ve- 
racity muſt not be queſtioned without incurring 
diſpleaſure—do affirm this proverb to be true, 
with one voice; namely, that A ſeven months 
6 child generally lives, but an eight months child 
&« ſeldom does.” If theſe are allowed to give a 
portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight, the proverb deals 
life to the former, and death to the latter. 


STEWARD. 


© Tdoubt not of theſe little ones living for ever: yet 

ſuch are to be pitied, becauſe they were neglected. 
Poor Little Faith was entangled in his navel-ſtring 
at his birth; which requires a ſharp knife, but 


* 


* 


. 
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ſtarpmef was not uſed, Tit. i. 13. 2 Cor. xiii. 10. 
- You know, There are that ſpeaketh like the piercings 
of a ſtword, but the tongue of the wiſe is health. 
Prov. xii. 18. This cuts a child off from the wiſ- 
dom of the fleſh, and begets a * fear in the heart, 
& which (as Wifdom faith) is health to his navel, 
« and marrow to his bones.” Prov. xxxvii. 8. The 
ties of nature are ſtrong; and the child that is en- 
tangled with them is ſure to ſavour of the old caſk, 
and to be put behind, © Get thee behind me,” ſaid 
the King to Little Faith: * thou art an offence unto 
. * me; for thou /avorreſt not the things that be of 
& God, but thoſe that be of men,” Matt. xvi. 23. 
Hence the heavy complaint in the ancient Records: 


* And as for thy nativity, in the day thou waſt born, : 
„thy navel zoas not cut.” Ezek. xvi, 4 Poor chil- : 
dren thus entangled in the ies of nature muſt un : 
- avoidably draw nutriment from fleſh and blood : & 
and, where this is the caſe, the birth cannot be clear; J 
& for we are born, not of blood, nor of the will be 
40 d, nor of the vill of man, but of Gop.” John J 
i. 13. Yea, and it is no uncommon thing, in our 3 


days, to ſee a bond. child aſſume the higheſt office in 
his Majeſty's Houſehold; giving orders and direc- 
tions to the whole family, with his navel ſtring round | 
his neck, inſtead of a raviſhing chain, Cant, iv. 9; 
ſticking to Hagar's knees, inſtead of Zion's lap ; and 
cleaving to the firſt Adam, in preference to the ſe- 
| cond. Nor were the poor infants-managed pro- 
72K when they came: they ſhould have been 


_ kaken 


* 
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taken to the fountain opened for the houſe of David, | 
. with earneſt importunities to be zoaſhed and ſuf pled ;, 
and they ſhould have been ſeaſoned with ſalt, by. the 
' miniſtry of grace; and have been feoadadled with the 
girdle of Truth, which girds up the loins f the mind, 
and keeps them from ſtaggering. But, poor babes! 
they fell into the hands of grannies that had no ſkill, 
and phyſicians of no value, and nurſes of neither 
truth nor pity. And of ſuch God complains : 
Thy navel was not cut, neither twaſt thou" waſhed in 
ater, to ſupple thee." Thou t not ſalted at all, nor 
 ſewaddled at all, None eye pitied thee, to 4⁰ any of 
theſe things unto thee, to have ' e . thee. 
F Erek. xvi. 4, 5. 


% 


SHEPHERD. „ 


But, pray, Sir, Who was appel to nurſe 
them? or, into whoſe hands Wars they committed? 
For certainly, if they are any. part. of the Seed 
Royal, proper care is taken, and proper perſons 
| e for the buſineſs. 
. . STEWARD. 15 : 

T bat wer are of the Seed Royal, I have no „dm, 
becauſe the Queen received Srength to conceive feed, 
Heb. xi. 11, and would have received ſtrength to bring 
forth alſo, Ifa. 1xvi. 9, if they had let her alone. 
And that proper perſons are appointed by the King 
to nurſe and take care of the children, is true alſo. 
But lome who are called Rulers falſely, and ſome 

that 
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that are really ſo, appoint many whom his Majeſty 
never appointed. Such, in former days, ſet up kings, 
But not by him; and heaped to themſelves 2utors, but 
not by his orders; and numſes too; or elſe why ſtands 
the above complaint upon record reſpeCting their not 
being ſalted, ſuppled, and ſwaddled® And ſome are 
palmed upon the King, and nurſed with all tender- 
neſs, when they are not his offspring; ; and others, 
that are really ſo, are often put into improper bands, 

who are friends neither to the King nor the country, 
and that for the ſake of their dozens and the /alary, 
And too many of our rulers give heed to, and take 
all to be true, that theſe old honourable ladies ſay at 
the labour and the birth ; if any ladies of candour 

do but cry out, This is one of the promiſed ſeed, 

& it is the very picture of his Majeſty;”— when we 
know that ſome complimental ladies would paſs the 
ſame encomĩum upon a monkey, if it lay in the cradle; 
"whoſe word is not to be taken, nor their judgment 
' truſted to. Every one ſhould be perſuaded in his 
own mind, and have the teſtimony of his own con- 
ſcience, if he acts uprightly, as one that muſt give 
an account: for many will cry out,“ Such an one 
© is a proper child This is a precious ſeed! And, 
e The other is the very portrait of the Father! Take 
tc it into the King's Houſchold.“ Whereas, when you 
bring it to the light, and compare it with the King's 
image (2 Cor. ili. 18), or with the King's children, 

(Fudge. viii. 18), we may ſay of it, as a gentleman 
once ſaid, who! was in company with me in the 
| church- 
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church yard belonging to the famous corporation of 
Queenborough, in Kent, where we were reading ſome 
pompous deſcriptions and epitaphs upon the grave- 
ſtones of ſome of the jurats and other great men who 
had formerly belonged to that corporation. Among 
other curioſities, a ſingular piece of ſculpture pre- 
ſented itſelf to view, the meaning of which puzzled 
us all; but, after long examination, we conſtrued 
the aim of the artiſt to be this“ Time with his 
85 glaſs; the Judge in the clouds; and the Earth | 
giving up her dead. The gentleman concluded 
that the artiſt had not tranſl greſſed the Second Com- | 
mandment, for © he had vt made the likeneſs of any 

ce thing, either in heaven above, or in the earth be- | 
c neath.” And ſo we may ſay of ſome who would 

fain appear to be new creatures ; the feigned maſk 
defaces the image of the earthly Adam, and there is / 

no impreſſion to be found of the image of the heg- 

venly Adam. But, alas! ſome who have been ſo long | 
accuſtomed to the cant of Jacobite courtiers, and 

ſo often biaſſed in favour of their friends, will let 

many paſs for new creatures, and for wet nurſes too, 

who never were pregnant with any thing but miſcniet; 

but have learned to-mimic and talk by obſervation, 
and the art of nurſing in a ſyſtematical way; who are 
branded with a miſcarrying womb and dry breaſts, 
. Hof. ix. 14. And, if even Hagar comes in, ſhe may 

give them a drop, if ſhe will ; and her bond-chil- 

dren are ſent to play with them, any how, ſo as 
they « can but be kept from crying, | 


— 


SHEPHERD, 


2 ron v or krrrix na. 


8 su REP HERD, 


Then ſome of the rulers of the Houſehold act a as 
Moſes did when he kept Jethro's flock : though it ãs 
not much to be wondered at; for a man brought up 
in a palace cuts but an-awkward figure at firſt with * 
crook. But, what I was going to obſerve was, that 
he led his flock to the back fide of Horeb ; which, ac- 
cording to report, ſtands in a barren wilderneſs, and 
in a dry land. I will be bold to affirm, that David 
never led his flocks there when he followed the ezves 
great with young : for, though he kept ſheep.in the 
wilderneſs, yet he generally ſought for the vallies, 
as fat paſtures, green paſtures, fireams and rivers, are 
ſo often mentioned in his writings. But Moſes, 
and ſome of your rulers, ſeem to agree pretty well: 
he led the flock to the back fide of the mount; 
and, if the children are allowed to go to in 
they are taken to the front of it. What m 
ſical ſound is that which echoes from the Bills? 8 
Hark! | a 4 eee, EL 

STEWAR D. 

O dear! the ſound is made by his Majeſty 8 —2 
trumpeters. To- day being court- day, we have a 
feaſt on the holy mountain; and I muſt run, for . 

am obliged to attend the table, but ſhould be glad 
| of another 1 incerview, if a leiſure hour ſhould offer. 


SHEPHERD, 


1 thall have pitched my fold, watered the flock, 
and can” leave them _—_ in the incloſures, by 
to-morrow 
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tomorrow at half paſt twelve; and will, if- God. ; 
permit, meet you under the fig-tree at the corner 
of the wall, fre at one o' clock. 

STE WARD. 3 | < 
My time is not my o own ; but, if the King 9. 
not ſend me elſewhere, I will be ſure to be there. 
The Lord be 3 thee. 
. SHEPHERD. 5 oY 
| And with thy ſpirit. | 4 
& * 4 
2 7 . — 
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4 


; | 
W 


1 
ö War, you run, Sir, till you are quite out of 


breath. 
8 TEWAR D. 


Ves, I am half an hour paſt the time appointed, 
but I could not help it; for, juſt as I was coming 
away, Little Faith got hold of me, as he often does: 
for if there is not any thing upon the table that he 

can eat, he is ſure to follow me into the larder, cel- 
lar, or pantry, to ſee if I have got any ſecret mor- 


ſel, or drop of comfort, in reſerve for him ; and, K 
1 have, I generally give it bim. | 


1 
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575 SHEPHERD. 

3 was thinking laſt night, that if 5 # hots had 
bend our yeſterday's converſation, it would have 
cauſed a deal of laughter among fools: ,yea, and 
ſome who are called Shepherds and Stewards, if they 

had heard our diſcourſe-concerning Travail, Birth, 
and Navel-ſtrings, would have traduced us as in- 


decent and indelicate, if not ne us with 
ule filthy converſation.) . 


4 K 
1 
+ % * 


STEWAR D. a 55 
He that 3 1s too pure in his mouth to 1 the con · 
ſecrated words of the King's oracles, is too debauch- 
ed and filthy in his mind to be employed i in the 
King” s ſervice, The ſacred records of his Majeſty, 
and the words by which they are expreſſed, were 
indited by the pureſt Spirit that ever exiſted, and 
penned by the holieſt men that ever lived: there- 
fore thoſe who traduce the zoholeſome words of the 
Divine records, as improper or impure, caſt their 
urs upon the Author of the ſtyle, and upon the 

| ſanctified family which are the heirs of promiſe; 
and muſt be influenced by a different Spirit from 


them, which can be no other than what! is called a 
foul, or an unclean ſpirit. 

nr nA. 5 

If peter was not allowed to call the Geniiles, 

hom the King had ſanctified, either common or un- 

than, what liberties. muſt they take who uſe ſuch 

"i 0 1 | laoguage 


as; - 


N 
0 
| 
| 
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language againſt the words of the King's mouth— 


% Shall a man be more pure than his Maker?“ 


Fob iv. 17. The words of the King are pure 
c words, Pal. Xii. 6; © yea, very pure,” Pat. | 
exix. 140. Every word is pure,” Prov. xxx. 53 
* and they are Teen: words,” Prov. xv. 26. 


Thoſe that ſay, Stand 40 thyſelf, came not near 


4 to me, for 1 am holier than tbou; are à ſmoke in 


the King's noſe, and a fire that burneth all the day, 
Ifa. xv. 5. Which fire can be no other than the 


fire of fin; and the ſmoke is the flame and ſtench of 


pride and ignorance, which theſe holie/ mortals are 


filled with. However, we have a nation that are 
pure in their own eyes; but the worſt of it is, that 


they never were zwaſhed from their flthimſs, Prov. 


xxx. 12. — But we will go on with our good con. 


wer/ation in the King, and make uſe of the words 


 zobich his Holy Spirit teacheth; and leave theſe pure 
ones to the mercy or vengeance. of him who hath 
- Gald, Whoſo deſpiſeth the word ſhall be de -ftroyed, Prov. 
iii. 13. And in the great day, when the myſtery 


of iniquity ſhall be revealed, their purity will be 


brought to light; and then we ſhall be perfect in 
knowledge, and have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing what 


| * really is, and of Judging accordingly. 


| 


. 
4 
Z a # * 
„ 158 a 
&E- 3 


"SHEPHERD, | ; 


» When we es yeſterday, you was Peking t of 
"Thi bad I nuffing that Licks Faith has had; and of his 


b IM, 


5 HISTORY or LITTLE rar, WY - © 
being permitted, at times, to go to Hagar, and to be 7 FH 
catried about by the bond children. If this is the 
cCaſe, I do not wonder at Little Faith's weakneſs. I 
think the free woman, the ſeed- royal, and the eſta- 3 
bliſhed and warranted ſervants of the Houſehold,  _ 
ought to have the ſole and whole management of 5 
the King's children. 3 
1 STEWARD) Go wr wy” 6 
oy” Sarab, or the heirs of promiſe, or any of Sarah's 
daughters that do well, had the whole management 
of them, it would not be as it is. As ſoon as Iſaac 
was born, Sarah turned Hagar out, and her ſon too. 
She would never let the bond -· woman put the heir of 
pPromiſe to her breaſts, leſt the dregs of the ſervant's 
body ſhould injure the favoured heir; nor permit 
ber to ſtay in the houſe, left the child ſhould learn 
: her ill manners: nor her bond-child neither. Iſaae 
muſt paſs through his whole ſtate of childhood with- a 
out a playmate, rather than whip tops with, or learn be 
the archer's N of, that mocking child of the A 


Ach. 


* 


8 a 74 CF #5 


sn AREA. fe 3 3 


Hagar muſt undoubtedly have an- eternal hatred 
| to Sarah, and the bond-child to the free, The 
houſe of Saul were never one with the houſe of ; 
David, nor the bond: woman with the married wife. 5 
Sinai and Zion can never agree; nor can the deſolate 
approve. of Hephz3-1 bah: and thoſe who attempt to 
make reconciliation here ſtand in a gap chat can 
never be cloſed ; and are proclaiming” friendſhip | 2 
7" e . 


— 
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where the King hath put enmity, and making peace 
where he hath ſent both a ſword and a fire. If any of 
the bond-children come to the court of Zion, they 
come as /pies, to count the towers, mark the bul- 
warks, or dive into the management of the houſe- 
hold, into the rules of it, the ways of it, and to 
get a ſmattering of the pure language of the court; 
only that they may be capable of enſnaring ſome 
of the ſons or daughters of Zion. Egyptians will 
be Egyptians. POTTY 


"$STEWARD. 


True; and we know that Egypt was the moſt 
8 to idolatry and witchcraft of any place 
under heaven: and the Apoſtle declared, in his day, 
that all the children of Grace in Galatia who went to 
allegorical Hagar were bewitched—O fooliſh Gala- 
Hans, who hath bewitched you! 'But we have ſome 
in the court who ſpeak highly of Hagar, and weep. 
" over her family; yea, and are ſo full of flcſhly ſa- 
"Your as to throw out their invectives againſt thoſe 
"who are faithful in the King' s Houſehold ; and to 
judge ſome to be of the ſeed-royal who have died by 
| ſaicide, when the laws of Zion declare that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him; and ſelt- 
murder is the ne of ORE: | 


— 


SHEPHERD. 


* 


| 7 this be the caſe, it muſt way go hard N 
* theſe three poor children. Pardon my digreſ- 
bon, Sir, as I aſk for . Wbo is her 
e 's 
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Majeſty's midwife ? or, rather, who are her mid- 
wives? for 1 nate ſbe-has more than one. 


* 


STEWARD. 6 


"Thom are two, and no more. The moſt famous 
is one Mrs. Charity. Her town-houſe is in Jeru- 
falem ; but her country-houſe is at En-rogel (a Kings 
i. 9), which is the King's gardens, and lies between 
' Bethlehem and the Valley of Hinnom. The other is 
Lady Verity : ſhe is ſafe, but the other is the moſt 
famous. Both theſe have perſons that act under 
them, but chemſelves have always the ſuperin- 
dendance. 1 
SHEPHERD, | » 

nd was the Queen delivered of Weak Heart, 
Silly Dove, and Little Fauh, by Mrs. Charity, or 
195 the erk | | 

STEWARD. 

"As: Charity was at her country-houſe, and * 
orders, and had a hand in it, in a ſecret way, but 
did not appear in perſon: if ſhe had, matters would 
have been better managed; which was needful, for 
the Queen bred theſe three children very badly. m 
was much troubled with ſickneis and ſeldom eat at 
quiet during the whole time of her pregnancy; 9 
after ſhe quickened, ſhe had ſeveral frights and ; 
ſudden ſurpriſes, which brought a heavy gloom 
upon her mind, and ſubje&ed her much to bondage 
and fear; and whatever affects the mother, affe&s 

"Wo TUE alſo, for that is nouriſhed at her fountain. 
| C4 e * 
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When theſe three children were born „various ſymp- 
toms of the mother's diſorders and frights appeared 


viſible on them; which Mrs. Charity generally _. 


purges off and expels by a little of the oil of joy (Iſa. 
bi. 3) mingled with hidden manna, Rev. ii. 17. There 

1s no fear in love, but perfeft love cafteth out fear, be- 
cauſe fear hath torment : he that feareth is not made 


perfect in love, 1 John iv. 18. Children made per- 


fect in love are wiſe indeed; for they know their 
Father! Love is of God; and every one that 
| © loveth is born of God, and hnozweth God,” 1 John 


5 iv. 7. And he is “ a wiſe child indeed that knows 


© his own father!” ſay they who ſpeak in proverbs 


and I believe he is. However, family likeneſs is 


more to be depended upon; and is more ſatiſ- 


factory to ſome huſbands than the poſitive aſſer- 


tions of the mother, becauſe it has been known 


that death-bed confeſſions have Siren all ſuch yy | 


7 n * the Ne en 15 


1 PERRY | SHEPHERD, 


16) Then 1 3 it was Lady Verity that laid he | 
. 1 5 of theſe three; and you ſay ſhe is a ſafe mid- 


wife, though the other be the moſt famous: there- 


fore theſe children may be perfect or eee in 


x _ Dh CON not nn in On; e 


STEWARD.” | 


> Wau Sts laid the Queen of all theſe, and 5 
* 6 Son of her hands are viſible upon them; and 
the e owns them ; Wo he ſaid, Surely they are 


E — 


"I 7 

Aw? 

„ 
- * 


nir fc Lor LITTLE FAITH: 4 


my people, children er, will not lie; ſo he wvas their 
Saviour, Iſa. Ixiii. 8. And certain it is, that truth 

males free, John viii. 32.—free from dealh, though 

not always from the fear of it; for ſome ſhall he de- 
liverel from eternal death—who, through the fear 
of it, were ALL THEIR LIF E- TIME ſaljecs 10 bondage; | 
Heb. ii. 13. Thus truth makes free; but perfect 8 
love caſteth out fear: the child of Truth is ſafe; 755 
but the child made N ar Love, is he moſt 85 


Bee 


SHEPHERD. : fa 
Then it appears that the King may own. ſome 
for. his who never could as Fer. lay 3 claim upon 1 | 
ing e M EDO ONS, 
2 STEWARD. >, hw: 


Doubdleſs bs knows his own, whether a all 9 are 
nis know him or not; and certain it is, that all his 
ſeed ſhall know him, from the leaſt to the greateſt, 
ere they go hence. He that loves the Truth, and 
loves the Saints, loves indeed and in TRU TH: and 
thereby may know that he is of the TRUTH, and may 
aſſure his heart before him, 1 John iti, 18, 19. But, 
though the King knows and owns him, yet he knows 
nat the King in the higheſt ſenſe, nor can he boldly | 
claim him as his Father ; and; therefore, has not the 

comfort of it, becauſe, though he loves the Truth 
and the Saints, he is not made perfect in love: and 
he that loves not, knoweth not God (1 Jon? iv. 895 . 
eee God knows bim. 0 - | 


SHEPHERD, 


42 HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. 


SHEPHERD, 


| 1 dank you or your ſatisfactory reſolve. But 
| pray, Sir, were all theſe three children nurſed in 
the palace that you are at, or in any other? for 1 
know the rd has rer e or ages in the 
nation. 1 1 


F 125 hs STEWARD. 


'T They were not all brought up at the Royal "Fas 
in the great Metropolis, though they were there for 
A little time. Meal Heart, through the counſel of 
ſome rulers, was ſent into the North, to what is 
called the Higb-prigſ's palace; where he wore iron- 
bows for his neck, to make him carry his head up- 
, right; and irons upon his legs and ankles, to bring 
His limbs in form, in order to ſet off his gait, and 
enable him to make a decent appearance; and to 
Fubmit to the endlefs human rules, forms, and 
orders, of the houſe: but, for the want of a good 
breaſt and proper nurſing in his youth, he remained 
unſightly, diſproportionable, and ricketty, till within 
a few days of his death; but, at his OOTY Ne 
ba Wee | 


SHEPHERD. 


} 


And, pray, what became of Silly Dove ? Ws he 
"ſent to the ſame place? If he was, I dare ay that Ly 
he 2 as bad as the other. 5 


— 


STEWARD. 
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STE WAR D. 


5 No, he did not go with his brother; he was fone. 
3 | tothe lodge at Bethel, which is in the ſouth country, 
near the famous city that was once the reſidence 
of Melchiſedec; where the air is fine, and the coun- 
try open ; plenty of ſun and heat, and yet noted at 
certain ſeaſons for cool breezes. Here he was under 
the tuition of one Fidelity, an excellent tutor and 
governor, who ſo brought him on, under God, that 
his behaviour, pleaſant countenance, and the King's 
render affection for him, ſtand upon record in the 
Eternal Annals It, Ephraim my dear fon ? Ts he a 
pleaſant child? For fince 1 ſpake againſt him, I db 
earnefily remember him till; my bowels are moved for 
him; I will ſurely have mercy upon him. Jer. xxxi. 
20, So that the old name, Silly Dove, died away 
in every _ 8 mouth, W in time became rotally 
| extinQ. 
| ; SHEPHERD. | Io 
= Ju io it fares with ſome flocks which fall into 
the hands of careful Shepherds; who, under ſuperior 
direction, ſuffer them not to want, but make them 
he down' in green paſtures, and lead them befide the fill = 
waters, Pſalm xxiii. 1,2; while others are ſuffered to 
be ſcattered by the wolf, and drove into number- 
leſs corners and thickets in the cloudy and dark days, 55 
Ezek. xxxiv. 12. The loft are not ſought aſteerrr 
the frayed are not gathered, the broken are not 
bound up, and the fc are not ſtrengthened,” 
| Exel. xxxiv. 16. A man of no . under- 


5 e : 


= 
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ſtanding is a fooliſh Shepherd; and, if he is one that 
has no regard for the flock, they had better be with- 
out him than with him: for, when they are ſcattered. 
abroad as ſheep. having no Shepherd, the Owner 
bimſelf will ſeek after them; as it is written, Behold, | 
J, even I, will both ſearch my Heep, and ſeek. them 
our. Others ſpend half their time in what! is called 
trimming them; which is done by driving a large 
crutch ſtake into the ground, in the ſhape of a ca- 
pital V, while the poor creature ſtands. hanging 
back with its neck in the crutch -a pin running 
through the ends of the crutch at the top and the 
Shepherd clips off the looſe, dangling, and torn 
wool, juſt to make the creature look plump and 
round to the eye; when, if you were to handle the . 
Farcaſe of! it, it is as light as an owl, and ts ribs are 
like a paper of pins: and, if i it could but ſpeak, it 
would cry—My Ramel my leannefs. 4 all the day 
long, Ia. xxiv. 16. e eat the fat, and ye ' clothe You 
2 the 2w0ol; but ye feed not the flock, Ezek. xxxiv. 3. 
And again, Neither did my Shepherds ſearch for . my 
fick; but the Shepherds fed. themſelves, and fed not tbe 
Fock, Ezek, xxxiv. 8.—But, Pray, Sir, "Ry: is 
Little F aith * 1 | | 
8 TE WAR D. 


. Linde Faith is at the town-palace. th 


SHEPHERD. 


8 he grow at all? Is there any likelihood © of 
1 name OOPS buried i in n obliyion, like that of his 
brother, : 


, $4 

— 70 
4 o 
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brother, Silly Dove? or is he Little Fan, and oft 


litle ſtature, ſtill? 
STEWARD. 


He is Little Faith till; and that name, by the 
bye, is applicable to ſome who talk of very great 
faith, who have no more trophies to ſhew of their 
prevailing ſtrength and heroic Goes than he has. 


SHEPHERD. TT 


If a man bas faith, he muſt have it to is King; 5 
and, if he bas enough to live by, fight by, work by, 
and walk by, it is enough: it is ſeldom given to 
boaſt of ; bis Majeſty does nothing in vain.” But my 
reaſon for aſking is, becauſe ſometimes children that 
are ſtunted for want of good nurſing, and others that 
are not very proper or ſightly in their infancy or 


childhood, do in their riper years out-grow it, as 
Silly Dove digs 7 | > 
STEWARD. 


If once a weakly infant falls into the hands of 


Hagar, and in time gets doatingly fond of her, and. 


| ſacks her breaſt till it be eſteemed preferable to all 
others, and becomes both a play-fellow and a ſchool- 
fellow with her children, the effects are not eaſily 


got rid of: ſome have felt the dregs of it even after 


a pining ſickneſs, and a waſting comparable to ſali- 
vation, which has been ſo deep, that heir fleſo has 
' conſumed away, that it could not be ſeen; and 7 eir bones, 
that were not een, ſtuck. out, Job xxxili. 21. And 
Little Faith himſelf, who i is not a * in under- 
ebenen 
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ſtanding, though little in faith, ſees the hypocriſy 
of the Old Woman, and the dangerous ſtate of her 


family, and often groans under the bondage that he 
contracted among them to this day: but he cannot 


get rid of it; nor will he, until be is permitted to 


have a conſpicuous view of the King's face. And, 


though many of the ſervants were greatly to blame 


for encouraging the bond- children about the palace, 


and permitting thoſe to nurſe him who were ſo re- 
gardleſs as not to care whoſe arms embraced him, ſo 


as they did but get their ſalary; yet Little Faith 


himſelf was greatly to blame, alſo, in former times: 


for he has bad much wholeſome counſel and caution 
ſince he has been capable of receiving it; and yet 
he would be hankering after Hagar's habitation, and 
every now and then he would ſteal away to have a 


game with the Hagarenes round the mount; and 
ſometimes he would get diſputing with them, or 
ſpouting rather, about the proclamations of Zion, 


which is taking a dog by the ears (Prov. xxvi. 17), 


for they had too much of the wiſdom of the Serpent 


for Little Faith, who was obly equipped with . the 
harmleſſueſs of the Dove; ſo that they poiſoned him 


in the head, and ſent him home broken in judgment. 


And how could it be otherwiſe, when a bird fought 


with a viper, and his head has been formerly much 
confuſed ? Their /ophiftry, and Zion's proclamations, 


maintained a long pro and con. in his mind; ſo that 
be was long toſſed to and. fro . with: every wind 
F (Ephel. iv. 14), neither ſtrengthened, eſtabliſhed, 


nor ſettled, any how. 
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SHEPHERD. 


1 Well, Sir, but Little Faith is not n the 
1 | King's promiſe : Thoſe that erred in ſpirit ſhall come 
= : underſtanding ; and, if he has been poiſoned, it is 
ſaid, that if they eat any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt 
them; for, you know, there is balm 1 in Gilead, and 

a great Phyſician. there. ” | 


STE WARD. 

Very true : but if a heedleſs child Peres the 
King to ſend a fiery Serpent, you may depend upon 
it that he will let him feel the bite, and venom too, 
before he orders a brazen one to be exhibited, or 
iſſues out a e to live lets looking thereon. 


oi 


SHEPHER D. 


Pray, Sir, what are the complaints of Little 
Faith. 


STEWARD. 

His complaints are numerous ; far he 1s e 
. But the chief are, he is weak in the 
*hnees, and looſe in the loins, and has ſomething of a 
palſy in his hands, which makes them always hang 
down ; and he is timorous in his mind, fearful in his 
heart, and weak in his ankles, ſo that he cannot get 
his ſhoes up at the heels: it is a rare thing to ſee hit 
feet had, Epheſ. vi. 15. And, having been per- 
petually at play with Hagar's boys, he had learnt 
tbeir baſe, low, and mean ways and manners, for 
which he has been loog kept out, of the dener 4 


room, 
sner HERD. 


F - 
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8 N SHEPHERD, 
But 1. is not without his promiſes, nor r bent 


the fixed love and affection of his Royal Father 


who orders his ſervants to * ſtrengthen the weak 
cc hands, to confirm the feeble knees, to lift up the 


* hands that hang down, and to ſay to the fearful- | 


40 * Be ſtrong; fear not! 


} 
4 
STEWARD... 


T rue: but, while his knees are ſo 1 be fare 5 
gers at the promiſe, through unbelief; and, while the 
palſy is in his hands, he cannot maintain a comfort- 
able hold : -for, you know, it requires ſome ſtrength 


10 lay hold on eternal life; and it requires abiding 
ſtrength to bold faft the faithful word, *as he hath been 
taught. For the wicked one often ſteals away the 
good ſeed ſown in the heart; and, if any of the Royal 


Family get into perils among robbers, Little Faith is 


ſure never to eſcape; for he has been plundered, ere 
now, at the palace gate, and even robbed in the 


very courts of the King. 


can hold a fy; but, if any weighty or important 
matter of uſe to bim falls upon We it is Jolt and gone 


Ll 


in a minute, jos l 
— . SHEPHERD. 15 


Tf Little Faith cannot hold the King, . the King 


| will hold him; nor ſhall any pluck him out of his 
hands, for it is not the will of the great and all-wiſe 
' Dif * of events that one Cl theſe little ones ſhould 


His timorous mind im- 
pairs his memory, which is like a /pider's web: it 


* 
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periſþ—and, you know, Little Faith is a liitiè one. 
He will ſtrengthen the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees too, though he may not permit his 
Stewards to do it. If be ſay to the fick of the palſy, - 
4 Stretch forth thine hand,” it ſhall be reſtored whole; 
and if he ſay to Unbelief, as he did of En 
grave - clothes, Looſe him, and let him go; the 
feebleſt of the houſe - ſhall be as David. The 
King himſelf calls him Little Faith, implying that 
he has faith, though not much; and faith is a feed 
of God, and a fruit of his Spirit : : whatſoever i is born of 
God overcomes the world; and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. And, if He 
does not permit a Steward to gird up the loins of 
his mind, it is to try the faith and patience of the 
Steward, as well as to exerciſe the weakling; and 
he is well pleaſed with the ſervant's endeavours, if 
prayer and importunity be added, though he may 
not ſucceed. It is rehearſed, as an encomium upon 
ode, That he had inftrufted mam, and ſtrengthened the 
_ weak hands; and that his words bad upholden him that 
deus falling, and' that he had ſtrengthened the" feable 
knees, Job iv. 3, 4 But he was blamed “ for faint- 
ing when the ſame fits came upon him, and for 
*© being troubled when he was touched with the 
ſame afflictions, Fob iv. 5. Nevertheleſs, the 
Lord approves of the tender care, ſpecial regard, 
andearneſt endeavours, of his ſervants, knowing that 
the ſucceſs depends . wholly upon himſelf. | Paul 
may Dat, and Aren mate, but none but the. 
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King can give the increaſe ; yet it is accepted, if 
there be a willing mind: his work is with the King; 
and, if his Majeſty. does not proſper him, he is naver- 

theleſs glorious in his eyes. I have ſometimes had 
a twin lamb which has baffled. all my ſkill and ex- 
perience: the dam has been tender, milk plenty, 
the weather fine, the paſtures good; and I have en- 
deavoured to let it have the firſt bite of the fold, and 
have pitched it upon an eminence, where it was both 
dry and warm; according to Divine direction, 1 
| . will feed them in good paſture, and upon the high moun- 
- tains of Iſrael ſhall their fold be: there ſhall they lie in 
5 a good fold, and in a fat paſture ſhall they feed upon the 
mountains, Ezek. xxxiv. 14. But all would not 
do. You read of ſheep coming up from the waſhing, 
each one bearing twins, and nat one barren among them, 
Song vi. 6. But, though the ewes were not bar- | 
ren, it does not ſay that the lambs were not feeble, - 
which is often the caſe with twin-lambs; and ſome 
of theſe. I haye been obliged to carry up the hill: 
| they-have ventured upon my feet when they could 
not truſt their own; like Eliſha's ſuppliant widow, 
who might as well have gone to the Fountain-head 
as have come to the Prophet; but, when ſhe took 
ſhelter behind * promanch ſhe ng ſhe 
was ſafe. e 
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8 T * W AR b. 3 | : 
Air ir is with your flock, ſoit is with the houſehold 
that 1 am ſervant to. It is a rare thing to furniſh a 
4 table ſo as for Little Faith to come in for his part: 
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if there is an apple (Song 11. 5), aclufter of grapes 
Iſa. Ixv. 8), a little moonſbine (Cant. vi. 10), or any 
legal ſcrap belonging to the new-moon feaſts; a trifle, 
which is but a light thing in the fight of the King 
(2 Kings iii. 18), a little honey (Prov. xxiv. 13), or 
milk-(1 Cor. iii. 2), he may then, perhaps, eat a 
morſel z but, if it conſiſts of frong meat, fit for per- 
ſons of full age (Heb. v. 14), he trembles at it, ſees 
others eat it, and longs for a part, but cannot feed 
himſelf for the want of ſtrength: in his hands. And, 
therefore, when we have only theſe diſhes at table, 
there is nothing for him; and he cries out, Woe is 


me! there is no duſter to eat! (Micah vii. 1); and by _ 


living upon ſuch weak things, and chiefly upon milk, 
he gets pot-bellied and heavy, which keeps him 
back : for every one that uſeth milk is unſkilful in the 
rules and privileges of his Majeſty's houſe ; for he is 
a babe, Heb. v. 13. For the time, Little Faith 
ought to have had his hands on the reins of govern« 


ment, and to have reigned as a King; but, inſtead. of . 


that, this heir, as long as he is a child, differs no- 
thing from a ſervant » though he be lord of all; but is 
under tutors and governors : and there he muſt re- 
main, until the time e appointed of the Father, Gal, iv. 
1, 2. 


* 


1 


Do you think that he was properly begotten with 
the word of Truth? James i. 18; and that the incor- 
ruptible Seed properly gendered? 1 Peter i. 23; and 
that the engrafted Word was received in meekneſs? 
. D 2 | James 


— 
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James | i. 21. If ſo, he is of the Seed Royal, and 


is a Tree of Righteouſneſs, however wild by na- 


ture the barren ſtock ; and ſhall be a fruitful Field, 


however dry and parched the fallow-ground may 
have been in times paſt : for that Seed can never rot 
under the clods, Joel i. 17. Nor ſhall he always re- 
main a dwarf; but ſhall arrive to * n 5 * 
ture, in his 8 2 Fink, 8 


STEWARD; 


That he is the Offspring of the Univerſal Sove- 
reign, none of the Royal Family doubt, as his name 
ſtands upon record in the Court Calendar, and in 
the genealogy of the Seed Royal: for they are all the 


offspring of the Ancient or Dars, by faith in the | 


Heir Apparent; and he is exprefsly ſtyled Lirrle 
Faith, and that by his Majeſty himfelf. Nor was he 
ever diſowned by his venerable Mother, nor by any 
"of the ſons and daughters of Zion, nor by any friends 
of the family, or by any eſtabliſhed or domeſtic ſer- 
vant of the houſehold ; they all have, from age to 
age, paid a particular attention, and ſhewed the ut- 


moſt regard to, Little Faith ; and have often re- 8 
ceived that little one in the King's name, and have 


received the King by ſo doing. For, though Little 


Faith be weak in himſelf, yet his Word has often 


been weighty and powerful to others; and, when 
his timorous fits have been upon him, and he has 


been in fear where no fear was, and has fled wben 


none | as is — che caſe whole Heathen 


gnations 
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nations have received a command and a particular | 

charge concerning ſuch feeble ones of the tribe= —-—- 
«© Take counſel, execute judgment; make thy ſha-- 
dow as the night in the midſt of the noon- day; 
& hide the outcaſts, bewray not him that wandereth. 
Let mine outcaſts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou 
* 2 covert to them from the face of the ſpoiler.” Iſa. 
Xvi. 3, 4. That his Majeſty, of bis or will, begat 
him by the word of truth, nobody doubts; and that 
he was born again of incorruptible Seed, that lives and 
abides for ever, can never be diſproved. Bur till 
his name is Little Faith: and yet, in one ſenſe of 
the word, his faith is not little; for, if his Majeſty 

ſhould erect his ſtandard, none are at it ſooner than 
he, rather than be included among the rebels. If 
the King frowns, none ſtand in more awe, nor at a 

greater diſtance ; if he iſſues out a thundering man- 
date, he is the firſt hat trembles at his word—and, you 
know, the King looks at, and dwells with, thoſe that 
tremble at his word—and, if a Royal warrant be 
iſſued out to apprehend and take an enemy, be is the 

firſt that cries out, ©* Lord! is it 12” and trembles at 

the thought. So that he is no enemy to the King, 
nor to any domeſtic ſervant, nor to any other, fo 
much as he is to himſelf. He believes every. word 
that comes out of the King's mouth to be true, and 
that with unfeigned faith : he ſtands in awe of the 
laws of the realm; often expects, for the leaſt 
offence, to fall under the hotteſt diſpleaſure of the 


Nine Leglators + and is frequently filled with aſto- | 
| 4 5 niſhment, 
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niſhment, mingled with compunction and gratitude, 
at the ſuperabounding clemency of his dread Sove- 
reign, in delay ing the juſt execution of the ſentence 
which he knows is due to him—in one ſenſe of the 
Vord— and to all the family, none excepted. 


SHEPHERD, 


If this be the caſe, it is ſurprifing to me that Little 
Faith is ſo weak; for nothing ſtrengthens weaklings 
more than credence, for it is by that we are to live, 
If Little Faith credits the report, the joyful found of 
the report, then the glad tidings reported, muſt be 
brought home by the hand of Credence ; and, if 
brought home and applied, it becomes nutriment, 
by wbich the attentive hearer and obedient receiver 
is to live, thrive, and grow. 2 


STEWARD. = 
All this is true ; but it is not the cafe PER! for, 
in one ſenſe, Little Faith has too much faith, and 
in another ſenſe he has too little. If any perſon, 
whether friend or foe to the King, comes with any 
meſſage in the King's name, whether ſent by him or 
not; if it contains heavy tidings, that there is a rod 
in brine for Little Faith, or that the King is angry 
with him ; if it. amounts either to confiſcation of 
| goods, pillory, baniſhment, impriſonment, or even 
| death itſelf; it js all credited, and he lives in per- 
petual expectation of the fulleſt execution : TP 
the fimple one believeth every Word, Prov. xiv. 1 
and! in Fbis he hay t too woch faith. But, if ha 
bring 
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bring any good tidings from the King concerning 
his clemency ; his tender care of the little ones of 
the Houſchold ; the impartiality of his love; that 
the weak are as precious to him as the ſtrong; that 
he will ſtrengthen them in due time; that they ſhall 
all come into the drawing - room, ſooner or later; 
that all ſhall ſee his face with joy, &c. &c.; this he 
cannot believe: and in this ſenſe his name is Liitle 
Faith, but not in the other. And, by theſe acts of 
incredulity, Little Faith reflects no ſmall diſhonour 
on his Royal Father. Bond, or baſtard children, 


vainly imagine that the King is all clemency, and 


in their thoughts diveſt him of all terrible majeſty. 
Little Faith believes his Majeſty to be terrible, and 
his clemency to be great where it is ſhewn; but 

he cannot ſtedfaſtly belieye that the King will be 
propitious to him, which is both his folly and his 
loſs. The former is a baſtard and a fool, and de- 
.- baſes his Maſter ; ; the latter is a ſon, and, by nurfing 
| his folly, he diſhonours his Father. Beſides, there 
is in our realm a notorious enemy to the King, who 
for a former act of rebellion was baniſhed the King's 
preſence, favour, and protection, for ever. This 
enemy, by his devices, drefles up the King in no- 
thing but clemency to the baſe-born race; and ſug- 
geſts him arrayed in nothing but terrible majeſty to 
the young princes; and Little Faith, in a private 
way, liſtens, attends to, and credits, one-half that 
this enemy ſuggeſts, ſo that he often entertains hard 
e of the King himſelf; inſomuch that, as a 
D . | propitious 


— 
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propitious Father, he can hardly, at times, find a 
fixed dwelling either in the thoughts, heart, affec- 


tions, or even in the credence, of Litile Faith. His 


Majeſty often fands at the door and knocks : If any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him,” Rev. iii. 20. But, whenever he comes to 
the apartment of Little Faith, he generally finds 
him all attention to this rebel; which provokes him 
to jealouſy, and is called the provoking of his ſons and 
of his daughters, Deut. xxxii. 19. Therefore it is but 


juſt that Little Faith ſhould be left to have bis 


belly-full of ſuch counſel, and to ſee what bis adhe- 
Tence to his Father's enemy will do for him; and 
| that, at ſome future period, the liar may be diſco- 

vered in his true colours, and Little Faith be brought 
under ſome future propitious viſit, of the King, to 
. ſee, confeſs, and lament, his unbelief, which 1s the 

greateſt ſin that ever Little Faith was guilty of ſince 


he has been in exiſtence, and the greateſt that he 


ever will be guilty of, if he lives a thouſand years: 
For he that believes not, has made the Univerſal Sove- 


reign a liar, 1 John v. 10; and to make him a liar 
by infidelity, is to debaſe him to a level with the 


devil himfelf, who was a tar and a murdtrer from the 


ER” | We FLEE 7 


SHEPHERD. 


Excuſe me, my dear Sir: it is fix o clock, ind: it 
is high time for the flock to be watered. If I am 
not there, the poor ſheep will be ſcattered an buns 
wa ways: for * well is nn peſtered with falſe 
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Shepherds; and, if one of the King's Shepherds be 
not there, they are ſure to come and drive them away, 
Exod, ii. 17. For it is in our days, as it was in the 
days of old—if the Son and Heir of Abraham dig 
a well, the herdmen of. Gerar are ſure to ftrive for the 
zater-(Gen. xxvi. 20), or to ſtop up the well. 


* 


STEWARD. | . 
How long ſhall you be gone ? | ; 


SHEPHERD, 
About two hours. 


- 
* 


8 


STEWARD. + 
I will meet you again at this ſpot at half paſt 
eight, if it be agreeable, as this is a leiſure evening 
with me. 5 | ia ; 
SHEPHERD, VV 
If nothing unforeſeen prevent, I will ſurely be 
here. The 1 of the e be with ther. 


The Lord 8⁰ with thee. 


Ry 


- 


here ever ſince? . _-- 
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STEWARD. 


WI Av, you return gde than you e it 
is barely two hours ſince you went from hence. 


SHEPHERD. 
When the ſtone i is rolled away from the Sl 8 FEA | 


(Gen. xxix. 3), I endeavour to. fill all the zroughs, if 
I can; and, when I have got plenty of water ready 
drawn, the watering work is ſoon done, both with 


eaſe and pleaſure. The hardeſt work is to roll away 
the ſtone: and ſometimes it is hard work to draw 


the water, for the well is deep; and moſt profoundly 


ſo when the ſprings are low, Pray, have you ſiaid | 


jf 


/ - | 
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STE WARD. 


Ever ſince; and I am almoſt ſurpriſed that Little 
Faith has not found me out, for he ſticks cloſer to 
my ſkirts than any of the family. 


SHEPHERD. 


I was thioking, as I ran along, about what you 
ſaid of the wretched fin of infidelity, and the heinous 
nature of it; and I think this is the Tay-RoorT of the 
corrupt tree that got hold of the human mind when 
the Adverſary laid the axe to the heart of our firſt 
parents ; for the human mind is never wit hout na- 
tural faith: for if the king of the bottomleſs pit, or 

any of his children, bring a thouſand impoſſibilities, 

ſelf- contradictions, arrant and glaring falſehoods; if 
gilded or varniſhed over, they will gain credence. 
If one advance that Satan can caſt out Satan, it is 
believed. If the common ſoldiers tell Herod that the 
diſciples of the Saviour flole him away while they Apt, 
Herod is perſuaded, and credits the teſtimony of an 
eye-witneſs faſt aſleep. Simon Magus gains the con- 
fidence and afſections of a whole city, and paſſes | 
for the great power of God; but, when the King | 
comes, he is called Beelzebub, Thus the Lord came 
in his Father's name, and was not received: another 
comes in his own name, and him they all receive. 
Hence it appears that infidelity has only the God 

of Truth for-its object; it diſdains to give the lie 
to any but God: for hypoerites, villains, witches, 

and devils, can find faith upon earth to receive all 
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that can be hatched in hell; but a divine meſſage 
hath no place in us till a divine power give it en- 
trance 2 2 FELGEDEE. 


_ 


STEWARD. 


This is what I told you before—that Unbelief 
makes. God a liar: and it really is the firſt ſin that 
ever pierced the mind, either of men or fallen angels. 

Devils believe in wrath to come, and tremble; but 
cannot exerciſe credence on Divine clemency, for 
want of a Divine warrant, or an offer made, or a 
promiſe publiſhed. But the children of men have a 
voice directed to them, but cannot receive it, for 
they are all concluded in unbelief : yet the heirs of pro- 
miſe ſhall ſurely believe; for the promiſe brings, 
not only the bleſſing, but credence alſo—and this 
a poor Little Faith finds and feels at times, notwith- 
ſanding the bad hands that he hath fallen i into, and 
the bad treatment that he hath met with. 


| | SHEPHERD. 


J fee the caſe. of Little Faith more clearly now : 
1 than erer: but I think thoſe ſervants who brought 
- thecanting goſſips from Sinai, at the Queen's labour, 
- were the moſt to blame; I mean thoſe who hurried 
the birth of Little Faith; thoſe who encouraged 
them, and nurtured them, about the palace; and 
thoſe who procured the nurſe; and the nurſe herſelf, 
Who let Hagar ſuckle the child for any ſenfible 
* ought to know that, * infection a 
| | woman 
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woman hath, infects her milk, and muſt uuavoidably 
infect the child that ſubſiſts on it : and, I think, it 
would have been better for Little Faith to have lived 
upon the milk of the wild aſs that is uſed to the wil- 

derneſi—in her month they might have found her, Jer. 
ii. 24—than upon the milk of that bond-woman'; 
wha, according to ancient records, was never either 
f n or cleanſed. | 


FR 


STEWARD. 


Thoſe 3 are, i to blame; : nor will 
their conduct paſs unreſented, nor themſelves go 
without rebuke; for whatſoever is done for his Ma- 

jeſty's little ones, or to the injury of them, is all 
taken as done to himſelf; and were it poſſible (as it 
is not) for Little Faith even to die, his blood would 
be required at the ſervants hands; they would be ar- 
raigned as murderers, for permitting his people to | 
periſh for lack of knowledge; and would be puniſhed 
as ſuch, either in this world or in the next. 


SHEPHERD. ** 


5 80 it was, in the days of old, with a N one 
of my occupation, whoſe e honeſt confeſſion ſtands on 
the ancient Records: Theſe twenty years have 1 

„ been with thee; thy ewes and thy ſhe-goats have 
not caſt their young, and the rams of thy flock 

have I not eaten. That which 2was torn of beaſts 
© brought not unto thee, I bare the loſs of it: of my 

hands didſt thou: reguire #, whether folen by day or 
i 4 e bi _ 
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« Polen by night.” Gen. xxxi. 38, 39. And ſo it is 
alſo with the ſervants of his Majeſty's Houſehold who 
are employed in building up the fraternity of Zion: 
* Every man's work ſhall be made manifeſt, for the 
e day ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſha} be revealed by 
« fire; and the fire ſhall try every man's work, of 
what ſort it is. F any man's work abide which he 
* hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward : if 
any man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs.” 
1 Cor. iii. 1z—15. Few are aware or this, who 
thruſt themſelves, or are by others thruſt, into the 
King's ſervice; who are the chief cauſes of the ſuf- 
3 wh 19 as ne n . 


; "They are : yet, as was before obſerved, Little 
Faith himſelf f is greatly to blame for ſtealing away 
from the reſt of the King's children, when he knew 
better; and petting perpetually to play with Hagar” $ 
boys, where he learnt ſo much of their baſe language; 
and filled his head with old wives fables ; and heard 
their fabulous ſtories of ghoſts, phantoms, appari- 
tions, and ſpirits; of Jack the giant-killer, of raiſing 
the devil, of Jack-o'-lanterns, fairies, hags, and 
night-mares ; together with ſtories of witches, wiz- 
_ -zards; dreamers, necromancers, fortune-tellers, con- 
jurors, enchanters, ſtar-gazers, ſorcerers, ſoothſayers, 
diviners, magicians, and aſtrologers; who pretend 5 
to calculate nativities, and, by the aſpects of the pla- 
e to fix the ſtare” or doom of mortals; which has 
| driven 
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driven many into careleſs, looſe, and deſperate living, 

: Three ſuch characters I have known, and God re- 
quited them for. adhering to ſuch things which is 
wickedneſs, deviliſm, niere and lies. Theſe | 
things begirt Little Faith with legions of imaginary 
fears and terrors ; ſo that he is often afraid to look 
behind him, or even to put his hand out of the bed: 
and, being haunted with theſe ideal vanities, he is 
often a terror to himſelf. We are commanded by 
the King not 10 hearken to ſuch prophets, nor dis 
viners, nor dreamers, , nor enchanters, nor foreerers, 
Which ſpeak. to Us, for they propheſy lies, Jer. xxvii. 
9, 10. And again, Thus faith Febovah, Learn not 
the way of the heathen, and be not diſmayed at the figns 
of heaven, for the heathen are diſmayed at tbem; for 
the. cuſtoms of the people are vain, Jer. x. 2, 3. He 
took alſo to reading ſome novels publiſhed by the 
Hagarenes, till he was more like an Athenian than 
a Prince; and would often get into diſputes with 
them; and loved ſecretly to hear and to tell ſome 
new thing. 

SHEPHERD... 


If: once a child i is habituated to theſe things, they 
will ſtick by him, more or leſs, as long as he lives. 
Beſides, they debaſe the mind, and keep it low and 
mean; and there is, for a time, a ſecret regard tothe 
baſtard race, which is commonly called a charitable _ 
opinion or judgment of them. So that Little Faith 
did not keep thei at their proper diſtance, when he 
ſaw through * nor n. his own dignity, 

; , nor 
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nor ive up to it; which is diſhonourable to the 
King : and therefore, though an heir, he 1s juſtly 
kept under tutors and governors, that he may, for 2 
' ſeaſon, differ nothing from a ſervant ; becauſe he de- 
baſed his ſonſhip to the mean level of ſervitude. 4 


* 


87 E WARD. 


Vea, and ſince he has known Better, and felt the | 


diſpleaſure of the King for his former folly, he has 
not long ſince gone, when there hath been a report 
ſpread of any herald, bellman, town- corporal, or 
common erier, being ſent with a proclamation from 
Sinai: ſo that he gets out of the reach of the pro- 


miſe, which runs thus —<© Bleſſed i is the man that 


„ heareth ME; watching DAILY at my gates, wait- 

« ing at the poſts of my doors,” Prov. viii. 34. But 

he was not daily at the King's gates; for he was ſome- 

times at the gates of fools, if not at the gates of bell; 

and often at Hagar's caftle, inſtead of FRO! at the 
n doors. 


— 


SH EP H ER P. 


If he affects Hagar and her boys, it is a ſtrong tie: 


Such * zealouſly affect children, but not well: yea, 


* they zvould exclude them from the King's favour, that 


cc, they might affef them.” Gal. iv. 17.—Which is 
no better than the practice of thoſe beggars who 


ſteal children i in London, and put out their eyes, in 


order to furniſh themſelves with a lamentable gry in 
begging | for a blind chud, that n may get their 
bread, 


FD. 
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bread, and live in idleneſs. However, Little Faich 
ſuffers for this now, and; I dare ſay, he often reads the 
long ſcroll of his folly under the rod that lies on 
him; for, as you before obſerved, he can credit the 
report of the King? 5 diſpleaſure, 1 not the 1 of 
eee h mg 

2 1 TEWARD: 214: 1019 aaalt 


Certain it is, that the whole lineage of Hagar, 
who often ſwarm and ſculk about the walls of Zion, 
come for no other purpoſe than to ſpy out the liberty of 
the King's children, that they may deceive, delude, | 
ſeduce, and bring them into bondage, Gal. il. 4. Aud 
certain it is alſo that Little Faith labours under the 
bondage that he contracted among them, and that 
| to this day: but they will not eaff ily deceive him 
again ; for, as was before obſerved, he has a ſtrong 
faith in the Juſtice, the truth, the holineſs, the immu- 
zability, and the terrible majeſty, of the King; he 
never ſtaggers at theſe: but at his love, mercy, 
compaſſion, ſlowneſs to anger, the abundance of his 
goodneſs, and the plenteouſneſs of his rede mption, 
he often ſtaggers. He trembles at the word of truth, 


Ifa. Ixvi. 5, and Pagzers at the promi iſe [of mercy] 
* N Rotn. iv. 20. 


4 
4 


| SHEPHERD. | 


| wh þ Little Faith privately indulge a 1008. | 
liows ſpirit ?- Does he oppoſe the ſovereignty, the 
. decrees, the counſel and purpoſes, of his Sovereign 
Father ? Does he ever diſpute obſtinately againſt the 
| E diſcriminating. 
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_ diferiminating acts of the King, which daily appeat 
in reducing ſome rebels to obedience, and e 
a f ſtriet 4 10 others? 
r 7 7 ) 
50 10 J 1 2d 0 1 STEWARD. | 1 0351 
He that does fo, is not Little Pitz, but a litth : 
fox, Cant. ii. 15, He is not a child of T Fats but 


10 


zii, 10. W, hoſo tranſs reſſth, and abideth not in the 
Siri of Chriſt, hath not God, 2 John 9. Aud, if 
God be not his father, the devil i 18. and ſo 1 it will 
appear, ſooner or later. The characteriſtic of the 
King 8 ſeed 1 1s, that they ſhall be both reachable and 
tradable, whatever they might have been i in times 
paſt: ; 6 The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and 
Ate the lopard ſhall lie down with the kid ; and the 


| <hild if God, ; a child of the devil, 1 x Fobp 


1 < c calf, and the lion, and the falling, Pars and 


"ie k We lead them.” Ila. xi. 6. ? 


* 4 
* 


— 
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. SHEPHERD. Wh 


Pay, Have e you the care of Little Era educa. 

dien or „ho is his tutor? A 
N25 en 10 Nen , . 
SWA Av. 

His Majeſty himſelf ſyperintends ds tuition of 

them all; ey are all taught of him : but he keeps 


everal undler⸗ teachers, whom he calls, qualifies, 


and Csfnlions“ to teach ; and theſe receive their 


_ "Jeffons' daily from the King, obo bids them go and 


0 


vg mots" And they" Who oy his tnefliges, and 


CERES 
8 111 þ $7 . ELL1L arg £24 teach 
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Bach according to his leff6ns, are his e 
deren n other. AM 2 FILLS 


e SHEPHERD 


Dat is it not ſurprifing that his Majeſty ſhould 
ſuffer his ſervants, or thoſe who feign chemſelves to 
be ſo, to permit ſuch nurſes and teachers to injure 
_ pats EY ſuch as A HE 10 aith ? 


* we STEWARD» Ns 
1 E 5 ſuffered ſo:to: be, that they ung ae cage 


ther thoſe who are rebels to his government, that 

they may ripen for. the day of vengeanee; and that 
themſelves alſo, by their preſumption and hy pocriſy, 
may fulfil his purpoſes, who calls them «godly men, : 
before of old ordained to this condemnation, Jude 4. % 
But, as to his ſelect ſced, they ſhall never be deceived 
finally, nor be finally led aſtray, Little F aith is a 
living witneſs of this, that not one little one can periſh. 2 

It is a rare thing now to fiud him at tlie caſtle of the 
Hagarenes ; and, if one of them mer, to the palace, 

he is ready to ſtop his ears if he opens his mouth. 

Little Faith is very tender, and takes his learning 

pretty well, and has tolerable diſcernment; and, bis 
Judgment 3 is ſounder than could be expected, but 

his knees and un very: weak. 


4 IS £6 f 2x1 


sul HERD. 


88 


Did: you never try to. bathe 8 bai iof - 
life N 0 The Prophet went in up to his.ankles, 
| A eh 'E 2 AE cc * 1 
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5 knees, and loins ; and might have ſwam if he 
&« had pleaſed.” Exzek. xlvii. 4, 5. And I have 
ſometimes thought that the prophet, at that time, 
might have ſome ſtaggerings in his mind concern- 
ing the future ſtate of the Iſraelitiſn church, and 
their re-eſtabliſhment after the accompliſhment of 
their long captivity z which if he had, as I conjec- 
ture, he muſt have been wonderfully ſtrengthened 
and braced up by ſpiritual might in the inner man, 
after being brought three times through the river. 
hoes know che King doth ſo in vain, 


mn 


— 


8 E WAR D. 


Little Faith is ſo timorous, that he is afraid to 
venture all his weight upon it, or commit himſelf 
' wholly to the ſtrength of it, doubting whether it 
| will bear him up or not: though I have often ſeen 
4 1 him upon the bank of it, taſting of it, and ventur- 
= ing to paddle a little in it, far enough to wet his feet ; 
and very happy he has ſeemed to be, and has often 
= thought, for a few minutes, that he could ſwim 
= acroſs the profoundeſt depths of it, His counte- 
* nance hath been ſo brightened up, that he has not 
—_ 5 _ envied thole who were up to the deck in it. 


— 
_ # ©” =. 
— 


32 
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SHEPHERD, 


And ſuppoſe Little Faith had ſunk in it, and been 
. he would not have been loſt; for that 

© river is neither deſtruction nor perdition: There the 
glorious Jebovab will be unto us a place of broad rivers 
„ * Ta and 
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and Areams, Iſa. xxxiii. 21. And he who ventures 
there, if he ſinks, and lies in it to all eternity, will 
neither wiſh to come up nor come out. | 


Ae 


True: but Little Faith proceeds with caution ; - 
he looks before he leaps. He is like Thomas; he 
has a great opinion of the teſtimony of his eyes. 
Beſides, when Little Faich has made an excurſion on 

the banks of the river, and has taken a pleaſing 
ſurvey of it, taſted it, and paddled a little in it, he 
has often found, as ſoon as he has loſt ſight of the 
river, and the Sun hath withdrawn his rays, that the 
clouds have gathered thick upon his head, the fog 
has gathered faſt upon his heels, and he hath ſeemed 
to be farther from the river than ever: and the 
Enemy always viſits Little Faith when the clouds 
and fog are about him; at which time he is ſure to 
gain his attention; and then generally ſuggeſts 
« That it was raſhneſs and preſumption in him to 
ce venture ſo near as he did; and a wonder that he 
« was not deſtroyed for daringly preſuming to take 
* but a drop of the river of pleaſure to bimſelf; 
e neither the invitation of the King, his favour, 
c promiſe, nor promiſed felicity, being by any 
« means, or in any ſenſe, intended for him.” And, 
after Little Faith has been thus begloomed with 


ble clouds and fog, and buffeted by the Enemy, he 


proceeds with more caution than ever; begs pardon 
for his preſumption; and promiſes never to be guilty 
ve f applying any favour, * royal ind ulgence, 

| _ 3 e to 


. 
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to himſelf again, by any means, on any terms, or 
by any entreatment or invitation whatſoever ; but 
that he would “ /ay, in his haſte, that all men (Stew. 


* ards as well as others) are lars, rather than be- 


lieve there can be any favour, pity, or compaſſion, 


ſhewn to him, who is by no means worthy to be 


called the King's fon, nor to be ranked among his 
hired ſervants; nor even to be ſet with the {dumb} 
dogs of bis flock, Job xxx, 1. Notwithſtanding all 


theſe ſecret vows and promiſes, after ſuch ſharp 
temptations, Little Faith, at times, has forgot all; 
and, before he hath been aware, while his mind has 
been engaged in the ſanctuary, the waters have iſſued 


Ezek. xlvii, 1, and he being off his guard, before 


he was aware, he has found himſelf upon. the very 
banks of the river again, and has been as charmed 
and delighted as ever; inſomuch, that he has forgot 


his former adverſity, being atiſwered by the King 
in the joy of his heart; but, as ſoon as a thought 
hath come acroſs his mind reſpecting a future cloudy 
aud dark day, he has begun to tremble at the diſtant 
adverſity; and, by pondering on and meeting his 
troubles half way, the Adverfary meets him, who ts 
half invited by Little Faith himfelf; and then robs. 
him, and again chains down all bis e ko the 
| a ep Payer: Ta. xxxiii. 18. e ee 19334 


12 5 nad, e ee A 5 FA Abe = 
„ Hei is. bitloRaih;inderd; for l bis higheſt 
0 of W bis W and that he Will 
bod, 


out from under the threſpold of the houſe a fecond time, | 
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find, in the end: for, however he may put theſe 
chings far from him in times of temptation, he muſt 
court them, and gather them all abqut him too, in 
times of ſickneſs. It is ſuch preſumptuous acts as 
theſe—as he falſely calls them that muſt bring him 
into the joy ful preſence. of his Sovereign, and no» 
ching elſe, let him 89 whenever he may. But, 1 ſee, 
it is in the King 8 houſehold as it is with a Shep» 
herd's flock ; there are divers ſizes, ages, and ſorts. 
I have got rams, Gen, xxxi. 10—ſep, John x. 4— 
ewwes great with young, Iſa. xl. 11—and lambs to feed, 
and attend to, Jobn xxi. 15; and you have got old 
and young, ſtrong and weak, to wait 82 ab 
Watch over. 5 ah 


— 


sT. ¾ R D. 


\ a 
7 It: 
” 3 . 
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The n conſiſt of fathers, r John 3 ii. 1.3 
young. men, 1 John! Tp 14—/ittle. children, 1 John, v. 
21 and new-born babes, 1 Peter i Fs But, as for 
Little Faith, 1 know not which to c call him: he is 18 


Fr TOOW197 


old enough to be a father, and oyght by. this time to 


have been a tutor; for, in, underſtanding, and d diſ- 
cernment, he is a may; in ſumplicity, a little childs 
but, in the exerciſe of faith, he is, a babe. He has | 
ſomething about him of each degree; but is com: 
plete in neither. In the King's foreſt there are not 
only oaks,, whoſe ſeed-i ig in. them. Iſa, vi. 1 13. and ce⸗ | 
dars, firs, pines, palm-trees, Cant. vii. 8—and olives 

but alſo boxtrees, Ja. Ixi. 19 and myrtles, whic en 
may be put into pots, and. placed on a lach SES 
and it is to che che Little Fa 

3 


aith, an an d other 
weaklings, 


* 
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weaklings, that the King was ſeen upon a red N 6 
and ſtood among the myrtle- trees that were in the bot- 
fom, Zech. i. 8. So that theſe ate not without his 

powerful, though often without 1 comfortable, 
* 1 — b — 

Dun 191 "SHEPHERD. | 
"And; pray, where does Little F aith creep to when 
he gets 2 head i in 8 clouds F 


— 4 
aw 


4s STEWARD. 


: 
— 


He is not without his holes, nor r yet without his 
priſon boyſes, Iſa. Ixji. 22. For when he uſed to play 
with Hagar's boys, they often amuſed themſelves, 


as fooliſh children will do, with building little bouſes 
on the ſand, Matt. vii, 26; and to that and. bank he 
cleaves to this day, Let any ſtorm gather over 
Little Faith; any ſhadow of a cloud approach him; 


any ſuggeſtion or fiery dart be hurled at him; any 
reproof be given him; any frown be felt from the 
King; any imaginary trouble be expected by him; or 
even a ſharp word, a look of diſpleaſure, or the leaſt 


Night, from any of the Houſchold; he makes no more 


' ado, but he gathers all about him, packs up, and 
embraces all his real and imaginary troubles to- 
gether, and into his hole in the fand-bank he goes; 

and you may rox him out again, if you can. That 
| is his haunt, that is his refuge, and that is his laſt re- 
treat : the fox hath its hole, and Little Faith has his 


burtow alſo; he is not without his ſtarting- holes f in 
the world, The King b. bas not only got an abundaiice | 
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of the ſeas, but he has got treaſure that is hid in the 

ſand, Deut. xxxiii. 195 and Little Faith is a you 
of 1 * 15 * 

snETUIEID. + 

Little Faith is not the only one that cleaves to * 

ſand-bank: more build there than on the Rock. 

But, pray, how long may he continue in his duſty 

reſidence before he makes his . b mma 


. 
STEWARD. 


N lg brings him out again but the warm rays 
of the Sun, when he ariſes with healing in his beams: © 
then be goes forth, and ſeems to grow up as a calf of the 
ſtall, Mal. iv. 2. But, the very moment the rays 
are withdrawn, he is gone again, like the ſhadow when 
it declineth; and he is . up and down like the > 
baus, P F 


SHEPHERD. | bs 


* 


1 wonder he never makes a miſtake i in his haſty ; 
flights, and takes ſhelter i in the cleft of the rock, inſtead 
of the ſand- bank. But, I ſuppoſe, he thinks of the 
Rock, as Lot did of the mountain, that it is too fat 

off; he cannot fly there, Jeff ſome evil take him, and 
he die; but the ſand- bank, like _ is near to 10 flee 


ius, Gen. xix. 3 


STEWARD... | 


In his own apprehenſions, be is abet 85 Sum the 


Rock, though the Rock is never far from him: 
FS. | nor 
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nor is there any likelihood of his miſtaking the 
ERoek for the ſand; for none will embrace the Rock, 
for want 'of a ſhelter, till they are led by the in- 
viſible hand of Him who is ſtronger than they. 
But all this is owing to his having been ſuffered to 
play with the: hond-children, | Hagar's boys and he 
uſed to be perpetually at hide and/eeh, in the dark 
cells of the Hagarene Caſtle, which debaſes the 
mind below the common level of mortals; inſomuch : 
that he becomes more like a ſubterranean inhabitant 
of the gloomy receſſes of fiends than a child of 
Light. When Little. Faith, firſt came to the Palace 
Royal, he could hardly bear the rays of a candle: 
be pecped out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs, like 
one abaſhed and. confounded ; and muttered a wild 
gibberiſh, neither Hebrew, 5 Aſhdod, lo that, we 
could * underſtand the child. 


440 1 6 
SHEPHERD. | 


1 know that all the Hagarenes wear veils from 

yer infancy; and their very refidence i is in blackneſs 

and darkneſs, Heb, xi. 2 Wh do that poor Little 

Faith, when he came home to his Father“ 8 | bouſe, 

| muft have appeared, as if he had been | in 2 neu 
0 ; : werld, . 


STEWARD, 5 


; x. J 2 
1 * PREY - 4 


le did: and, when he came to ſee the appearance 
that the other children made,' to hear the language 
of the Court, and perceived the wiſdom and the fe- 8 
b ob rhic bamily, be ſeemcd Wired. money 
ike 
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like an alien among them, and could not believe | 
chat he WAS « one of che Seed 1 . 


8 HEPHERD. 


How poor children may be injured by bad does | 
rude play-fellows, and ill-deſigning tutors, even 
till not only their principles and manners are cor- 
rupted, but their very faculties are bemeaned and 
beggared, and the brilliant likeneſs of the family 
apparently eclipſed and defaced And, pray, Sir, 
how does he live now? : 


- STEWARD. 


His life is truly exemplary: he walks with watch 
fulneſs, tenderneſs, and fear, and makes conſcience 
of every thing. His fear is much compounded of a 
ſervile or ſlaviſh pirit: at times, however, thoſe 
bonds ſeem to burſt ; 3 but, ſoon after, they regender 
again; which is often the caſe, till a child ſees its 
own way, feels the uſe of its own limbs, enjoys, 
the ſmiles of its Royal Father, and wholly depends. 

on his love, his wiſdom, and his power. Beſides, 
Little Faith has got, a whole code of laws and rules. 
of his own making; and others, which he has im- 
bibed by peruſing numberleſs volumes of human 
commandments; neither of which have any foot- 
ing or foundation in the Records of Zion. Some of 
theſe are weighty points with him; and thoſe who 
{es and know him, let him eat his herbs ungioleſted, 
and take care not to ſtagger him by eating meat in 
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as idols temple ; knowing that, when he becomes a 
man, he will put away childiſ things. As for Touch 
not, taſte not, handle not, we know that they are all 
to periſh with the uſing, after the commandments and | 
doctrines of m men, Col. ii. 21. 


SHEPHERD. 


It is ſurpriſing that he ſhould remain ſo weak, 3 
after ſo much wholeſome counſel and inſtruction, 
having been an eye and an ear-witneſs fo long of 
the long-forbearance and unparalleled clemency of 
the King; and after ſo many groundleſs expectations 
of wrath, impriſonmeat, and baniſhment, being re- | 
peatedly cut off and brought to nothing; by which 
his enemy has been perpetually proved a liar, and 
his unbelief as often confounded. | 


STEWARD. 


It is not to be wondered at, when all e are 
properly conſidered. His own mother, when ſhe 
was pregnant with him, was very little better ; for, 


as ſoon as ſhe heard a voice from the throne, ſaying, 


Sing, O Heavens ! and be joyful, O Earth! and break 


7 forth into finging, O Mountains! for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his 


affiitted, Iſa. xlix. 1 z3—infidelity returned this an- 


ſwer by her mouth: Zion ſaid, The Lord hath _ 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me, ver. 14. 
Her Faith gave her Unbelief, and her Mouth, too, 
the lie, when ſhe uttered it. She calls him, My 


Lord whereas, if he had * her, and forgotten 
her, 
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her, it could not be thought that he was any Lord 
of hers; but old doatiſh worten, when they get 
into a peeviſh fit, will ſay any thing but the truth 
and, if ſhe could mutter ſuch a ſelf-contradiftory 
ſpeech againſt 1 the 5%. of huſbands, who hates putting 
away, it is no wonder if the children do the ſame 

by the beſt of fathers: Every one that uſeth proverbs 

| ſhall uſe this proverb againſt her, Jaying, * Alis the 
cc mother, ſo is the daughter,” Ezek, xvi. 44. That 
ſhe did tell lies, is clear from the anſwer given her 
by the Kiog; ; and, if ſhe lies, ſhe ought to be told 
of it—'* Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
* the ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her 
« womb ? Tra, they. may forget; yet will I not forget 
« thee,” ſaith the King, Je. xlix. 15. Let the 
King be true, but every vom a liar. . 


we 


SHEPHRRD. . |, 


oF beg that] if all-the Stewards and faithful ſer- 
ens his Majeſty's Houſehold were to combine 
together, in order to ſet Little Faith upon his feet, - 
and make him ſtand-by the confidence of his Fa- 
ther's immutable love, they would not be able to 
get him entirely clear of the I or to lay 
his RC in the duſt. 


 :STEWARD. 
And if the ſame combination were to uſe their 
united efforts in order to prove that Little Faith is 
illegitimate, baſe born, or only a pretender; and 

chat he is not of the Seed Royal; conſequently, no 
heir 
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heir of his Majeſty's favour, ' property, Khrote; or 

 Blory—you might bring the ſtaggers upon him, and 
extort a deep ſigh, or a heavy groan, from his heart; 
bur he would ſtand juſt where he does. Little Faith 
is not to be hurried; nor can he be greatly, much 
teſs finally, moved. 7 hey that truſt (whether weak - 
or ſtrong) are like "Monte Zion, that cunnor be moved. 
Little Faith's conftſſion is already gone out of the 

mouth of the King; and, when the King bids hir 
peak it, it wi ſoon be known what ſtrength this 
little one has got: Let the #orak jay; ** I um Arong,? 
* iii. 10. The King Rrengrheneth the fpoiled 

* againſt the mighty,” Amos v. 9. And he will 
* be fack concerning his: 8 e Little 
Faith be 88 of MED #0 FRO" 


N ; 
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Little faith is a fingular myſtery; for, according 
to your account, he is ſeldom, if ever, upon the 
mount, and yet ſtands as the everlaſting hills. One 
of old ſaid, when he gained the ſummit of a cer- 
tain hill, I. call euer be moved; ion, Lord, "of thy 
(goodneſs, haſt made. my hill ſo ſtrong! But, for one 
to ſtand ſo faſt that ſeldom, if ver, der er he 
mount, is to me a myſtery #993 1; 72h 
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STEWARD. 
It is not what Little Faith fays, in his fits of in- 
: n that ſhall fink bim for ever; nor what a 
rupturous child may fay in a day of proſperity, that 
ſhall immutably fix him. It is the word of the King, 
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aud not their own, that eſtablithes them 'barþ. 
Jehovah ſays, They ſhalb all Know ant, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt of them;:—The:fdeble, i in chat 
c day, ſhall be as David. And he ſhall give a re- 
« ward to his ſervatits the bannen, and to all that 
ce tfear his name, ſmall and great.“ It is this that 
leads one to the Rock, and keeps the oiher from the 
Gulph. And, when Jehovah can be. peyured in his 
oath, ceaſe to he true, fail in his faithfulneſs, forget 
to be gracious, change in. his purpoſe, and appear 
mutable in his will; then may this little one periſh, - 
but not till then. Therefore Little Faith not only 
ſtands as the everlaſting hills, but he ſtands as firm 
in nn Head as the chrone of een 


Is „ $a ont 
Thy SHEPHERD. 


: Von 2 1 with ſome Sew, of warmeh, my 
brother. ke 


7 Be . 1 FT A 
5 bY „ 


STEWARD, 


„Because you ſeemed Ed Na in an oblique 
mans 106 6 
| SHEPH' EAD. 
1 own there is great propriety in what you have 
advanced : the ſafety: of the whole family, doubtleſs, 
lies in the immutability of Jehovah's counſel; his 7 
promiſe}; the covenant made; and in the Covenant | 
Head, with whom the bargain was ſtruck, and in 
whom it muſt unavoidably ſtand, as the days of Hea- 
ven. But what ſurpriſed me moſt was, that Little 
Faith, WhO ſtaggers at every promiſe, ſhould be 
enabled 


N 


3830 HISTORY" OF LITTLE FAITH. 


enabled to ſtand, with his weak faith, againſt the 
united efforts of all the King's ſervants, could fach 


a W de entered into. 


_ STEWARD. 0 
One of 010, 1 in his fits of infidelity, declared— 


F T bad called [that i is, in prayer], and He had . 
' fivered me [that is, if God had anſwered him], 7 
"would not BELIEVE that he had hearkened to my voice, 


Job ix. 16.—7 know that thou wilt not hold me in- 


| «nocent, —T ſhall go whence I ſhall not return, even to 


"the land of darkneſs and the ſhadow of death; a land 
: of *darkneſs," as darkneſs itſelf, and of the ſhadow of 


death, without any order, Job x. 21, 22. But, as 


ſoon as his three friends joined in the ſame verdict, 
sone telling him that his wickedneſs was great, 
es and his iniquities infinite,” Job xxii. another 
_ declaring, ©* That, if he were pure and upright, God 
* — 3 for him, and make the habitation 
of his righteouſneſs proſperous,” Fob viii. 6— 


another telling him, He had fulfilled the judgment 


ic of the wicked, therefore judgment and juſtice took 
. hold on him,” Fob xxxvi. 17—another faid, 


40 Tbou haſt, taken. a pledge of thy brother for 


5 cc nought, and ftripped the naked of their cloth- 
Ko ing,” Job xx1i. 6.— Vet all this did not move 
bim. 6 1 am not inferior to you, faith he. What 
% know you that I know not? I know 1 ſhall be 
6 juſtified ; who will condemn me > When I am 
« tried, [ ſhall come forth as gold. My witneſs i is 


. | 1 in 
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te jn heaven, my record is on high. I know that 
© my Redeemer liveth. I ſhall ſee God for myſelf, 
<« and not for another.” Thus it appears, that they 

could neither raiſe bim up nor knock him down; he 
is proof againſt all their conſolations, and againſt all 
their invectives; and, whatever ſuch may ſay in their 
fics of unbelief, they do not believe the ſame in their 
hearts: and if you was to ſay as the infidelity of 
Little Faith does, and attempt to confirm his in- 
credulous confeſſion, he would reſiſt your arguments 
in his heart; nor could you fix one of them upon 
bis conſcience. Him that is wEAK IN FAITH receive 
Jou, for God hath RECEIVED him. © Who are they, 
d then, that can thus judge another man's ſervant ? 
« To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : yea, he 
© SHALL be Holden up; God is able to mabe him ſtand.” 
Rom. xiv. 1—4, And ſtand he does, in ſpite of 
himſelf, in ſpite of the devil, in ſpite of infidelity, 
and in ſpite of all the world. Yea, if he were to 
c play on the hole of the aſp, or put his hand on the 
© cockatrice den, he could neither be hurt nor de- 
&« ſtroyed,” J/a. xi. 8, 9. For this child ſhall 
«© come to his grave in peace, and ſhall die an hun- 
« dred years old,” Iſa. Ixv. 20—beayſe in him 
« there is found ſome good thing joward the Lord God a 
qc AMIS 1 Kings xiv. 13. 


— 
- 


SHEPHERD. 


Ao pray, does Little Faith cleave dete to the 
King's courts, through all theſe diſcouragements, 
ang many denials of "Kring the King's face? 

F STZW ARD. 
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STEWARD. 


Time hath been when he did not, as was before 


obſerved ; but now, none are more loyal, nor more. 


ſtedfaſt in their viſits, than Little Faith. Court- 
days, feaſt-days, levee-days, faſt-days, drawing- 
room days, birth-days, marriage-days or mourning- 
days, rout-days, ball days or concert. days, days of 
proſperity and days of adverſity - when either war 


s declared or peace proclaimed Little Faith is ſure 
to be there. It is a rare thing for any to ſay of him, 
as Saul did of the ſon of Jeſſe, that his ſeat is empty. 
Hie has his mental changes lite the moon; yet, in his 


regular motions (excepting indiſpoſition of body) 


he is as conſtant as the luminaries of heaven; for . 
Jehovah himſelf leads him, though it is in a way that 


he knows not; „and will, one day or other, make 

& darkneſs light before- ene and crooked — 

a; „ firaight.” | | e 
SHEPHERD. 


That ſhews the bent of his heart: : and it muſt be 


With ſome degree of toil that Little Faith pays his 


conſtant viſits at the courts of Zion; for he does 20 


es i the chariot paved with love, like the daughters 


of Feruſalem, Cant. iii. 10; nor does he mount his 


_— and ride like Ephraim, Hoſ. 1 


STEWARD. 


It matters not how he goes; there he 8 
is, and there he will be, for he is determined to 
© 1 | | : know 
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know both the worſt and the beſt of it: and certain 
it is, that they ſnall not he aſhamed that wait on, nor 

that wait for, the King; for be never ſaid to any of 
the ſeed, ** Seek ye me in uain * he 2 2 
N _ are "ww 


SHEPHERD. 8 


Then Little Faith has a goed e character at coun? | 


» STE WAR hs. 


None more ſo. Any who know him will wind 
credit to his word; or entruſt him, or credit him, 
with any thing. No one doubts of his loyalty or 

| punctuality; for he exceeds others in fear, diligence, 
and conſcientiouſneſs, as much, or more, than ſome 
excel him in confidence, fortitude, and wiſdom. 
His weakneſs, infirmity, failing, and beſetting fin, 

is unbelief; on which account his Majeſty hath 
ſaid, more than once, O thou of little farth!” 
Were he once maſter of this fin, he would be a 
man with a witneſs ! 


= þ 


SHEPHERD, 


1 of the Seed Royal have had their horns i iran, 
and their hoofs braſs, Mic. iv. 13 : others are called 
lions, Prov, xxviii. 1; or, Jehovah's. goodly horſe in 

the battle, Zech, x. 3: others, the rod of bis iube- 
ritauce, Jer. li, 19: others, bis Batile- are, and his 

weapons of war ; with which he breaks: in Pieces na- 

ious and ; with which he breaks i in pieces 
3 | the 


, 
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the horſe and his rider, the chariot and the driver; 
and with which “ he breaks in pieces both men and 
« women, old and young; the young man and the 
cc maid ; the falſe Shepherd and his flock.; the huſ- 
© bandman and his yoke of oxen; the captain and 
« the rulers.” Jer. li. 19—23. But Little Faith 
is not mentioned among all theſe. He appears to 
bear a very faint reſemblance of a Lion, a Troop- 
* Horſe, a Battle Axe, a War Chariot, a Smiting 
Rod, a Burdenſome Stone, a Brazen Pillar, or an 
Iron Wall; and therefore muſt cut a very poor 
figure in the day of battle: for, as you have acknow- 
ledged, he is often in fear where no fear is, and 
often flies when none purſues him; and, if fo, what 
would be do if purſued in reality? For, if he hath | 
run with footmen, and they have wearied him,. how 
would he do if called to contend with horſes! And if 
he is wearied in a land of peace, what would he do in 
the («ith * e / 
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ST EWARD.. 


You don't talk much like a Shepherd now. ib 
read of a Shepherd that gathers the lambs with his 
arms, and carries them in his boſom: and, it ſo, they 
are as nigh to the heart of the Shepherd, and as ſafe 
in his arms, as the rams with their iro» horns and 
brazen hoofs, which are often puſhed into the hotteſt 
of the battle. Such as Little Faith are compared to 
a few hairs hid in the ſkirt of the Son of Man, Ezek. 
v. 33 and are called t the Lord“ $ _ which is aa 


flock 
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Noch of goats that appear from Gilead, Cant. vi. 5. 
They all appear to have a teſtimony borne in their 
behalf by the 2vbole heap, or whole cloud, of witneſſes, 
which the word GiL EAD ſignifies. And you muſt 

know that Hairs grow nearer the head than any other 
members whatſoever: and if he hairs of -a ſaint's 
head are all numbered, ſo that not one of them ſhall 
periſh, or fall to the ground ; what muſt theſe be 
that grow on the Covenant Head, and are hid in the 
ſtirts of the Son of Man! It is true Little Faith 
ſays, 1 watch, and am, as a ſparrow, alone upon the 
 bouſe-top, Pſalm cii. 7. Yet we know that, though 

_ two ſparrows are ſold for one farthing, Matt. x. 29, 

yet not one of them ſhall fall to the ground without our 
heavenly Father's leave, 
; ©, SHEPHERD. 

1 perceive you are a ſtaunch advocate for Little 
| Faith, and the Records of Zion furniſh you with 
many and weighty arguments in favour of him: 

therefore I ſhall not in future lie at the catch, as I 
can judge of your care and ſenſations from what I 
have felt when the dg Smut has been ſent to fetch 

a ſtrolling lamb back that has ſtrayed from the fold. 

I have been ready to cry, with the Pſalmiſt, Deliver 


my ſoul from the feord, my darling Jrom the e of 
the dog), Pſalm xxii. 20. 


8 STEWARD. 
1 hope I ſhall never be left to ** ſpeak wickedly 
* for God,” or, © to talk deceitfully for him,“ 


* 
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Fob xiii. 5 — nor be allowed to © condemn the juſt,” 
or, © to juſtify the wicked; for both theſe are an 
© abomination to God.” Prov. xvii. 13. But, as 1 
find Little Faith's name, character, and conduct, 
| upon record in the Eternal Regiſter, I am deter- 
mined to defend his birth, parentage, &c. to the 
uttermoſt; knowing that, though Little Faith is 
often, in appearance, like a fatherleſs child, yet the 
promiſe is— 7 vill not leave you orphans, John xiv. 
18. For, A Fudge of the widows, and a Father of the 
 fatherleſs, is God, in his holy habitation, Pſal. 1xviii. 5. 
I I will fay no more in the behalf of Little Faith than 
what I fee a ſcriptural warrant for. If God give me 
grace, and the lip of truth (as I hope be will), Tam 
determined that my heart ſhall not reproach me [for 
this] /o long as I live, Job xxvii. 6; nor ſhall my 
tongue utter deceit, Job xxvii. 4. F or I will not 
« dare to ſpeak of any of thoſe things which Chriſt 
= “ hath not wrought by me, 10 make 647 9855 
1 © obedient by word and deed.” Rom. xv. 18, 


SHEPHERD. 


* 


| To warp from the truth, to build weaklings up 
in fleſh and blood, or to attempt to ſtrengthen them 
by ſpeaking falſely, is leading them to Satan inſtead 
of Chriſt. He is ſure to comfort in vain, in hoſe 
anfewers there remaineth falſehood, Job xxi. 34.— Pra Ys 
is Little Faith a favourer of the Stewards of the 
Route, and of the Seed e 3 


8 ly, 


STEWARD. 
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STEWARD, 

. A great fayourer of thoſe who are true and faithful 
to the King; though none tremble, or ſtand in awe, 
more than he does, when any meſſage is delivered 
from his Majeſty to the family. In his eyes à vile | 
perſon is contemned, but he honoureth them that fear 
the King. This is a true characteriſtic of a ſon of 
Zion, P/alm xv. 4. And, as for the Seed Royal, 
he views them as perfections of beauty; and before 
them appears, in his own eyes, nothing but defor- 
mity ; and it is the Holy Seed, and they only, that 
efteem others better than themſelves, Phil. ii. 3. He 
is troubled, at times, with jealouſy; and often ſe= 
cretly envies the abounding happineſs of ſome; and 
in private frequently fighs, and ſays, “ O that I 
& could but ſee the King's face]! O that I had but 
« a tenth part of their felicity ! Surely I would 
put my mouth in the duſt, if ſo be there might be 
* hope of this! Lam. iii. 29,—But my ſoul is far 
5 from peace; I forget proſperity: my ftrength and 
mp hope are periſhed from the King ! Lam, 1 li. 7 8 
18. Thus he often mourns in ſilence. 


sHEPHERD. 


Has Little Faith conſidered that ancient, but 3 
excellent and moſt gracious ſpeech, publiſhed by the 


Evangelical Herald in the Jewiſh Ara—** Neither 


let the ſon of the ſtranger, that hath joined himſelf. 


* to the King, ſpeak, ſaying, * Jehovah bath ut- | : 


_ © terly ſeparated me from his people,” Neither let 
| F 4 | Kc the 
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* the eunuch ſay, © Behold, I am a dry tree!" 


* Alfp, the ſons of the ſtranger that join themſelves 
to Jehovah, to ſerve him, and to love the name of 


e him; to be his ſervants; every one that keepeth 


* the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold 
Ws of my Covenant; even them will I bring hs my 


us holy mountain.” Ja. lvi. 3. 


STEWARD. 
There is ſcarcely a ſtatute, edi, jud gment or 


teſtimony, gracious ſpeech, proclamation, declara- 


tion, invitation, or direction, but what Little Faith 


has peruſed, and pondered over in his heart. He is 


very ſtudious, and perpetually poring on the ancient 


Records; and is fo verſed in them, that if an hera[d 
errs in proclaiming any part thereof, it is ten to one 
but Little Faith finds him out, for he brings all to 


his own ſenſations ; and, if the King's ſpeech be fo 


handled as to contradict the power, it is ſure to be 


ſuſpected by him, whether he ſpeaks about it or not. 


For if the herald ſeems to be bordering on the mount, 
or directing in the leaſt toward the Hagarene Caſtle, 
Little Faith feels him, and fits as if he were all eye, 


all ear, and all attention : and, as ſoon as be begins . 


to knit his brows, it is all over; he ſets off, and 
leaves the court dejected and diſmayed; for he has 5 
compaſſed that mount long enough. T hus you Ney 
p pe that he grows in knowledge, Se 


GHEPHERD, | 
It is ſurpriſing that ſuch a teachable, tractable, 


ie well- affected child, ſhould be ſo often, and 


2 e > a : {a 
; > 
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ſo long, kept from the preſence of the King, who is 
the beſt and moſt indulgent parent exiſting; for it 
is but ſeldom that Little Faith is favoured with a 
e of his watts s face, ; 

STEWARD, 

Little Faith has ſuch a humbling fight of himſelf, 
and ſtands, in his own apprehenſion, at ſuch an in- 
finite diſtance from the King, and is ſo over-modeſt, 
that he often refuſes even what he ſorely needs. 
I cried unto God with my voice, even unto-God 
with my voice, and he gave ear unto me. In the 
«© day of my trouble I ſought the Lord: my ſore. 
e ran in the night, and ceaſed not; my. ſoul refuſed 
« 70 be comforted,” Pſalm Ixxvii. 1, 2. Here he 
confeſſes that he prayed, and that God gave ear to 
his prayer, even while his ſore ran, and the balm of 
Gilead was ſo much needed; yet he refuſed to be 
comforted, although he is obliged to own that he pre- 
vailed in prayer. Theſe little ones are ſuch a ſtrange 
compoſition as is nat eafily accounted for: for, al- 
though they often go mourning all the day long, 

ſaying, O that I could but ſee the King's face!“ 
yet, if he draws near to them, they will either run 
away, or put him away. One of this ſtamp, who 
was ſtruck with the diſplays of Omnipotence, fell 
doꝛon at the King's knees, ſaying, ** Depart from me, 
# for Tam a finful man, O Lord!” Luke v. 8. If 
he was a ſinful man, or a man full of fin, he muſt 
ou been a yery proper obje& of the King” 5 cle- | 
mency z 
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I was ſure; there was both #ruth and reality in 
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mency; and, as He viſited this world to call ſinners 
to repentance, and to ave ſinners, why ſhould Little 
Faith bid him W from him? 


| SHEPHERD, 
According to your account. of Little Faith, the 
King's word of truth has got a place in his thoughts; 
heart, and affections ; and it is ſtrange to me that 
the conſolation of Iſrael ſhould be kept out by un- 


belief. 
STEWARD. 


With ale 00 the word of truth, and with re- 
ſpect to every report touching the King's name, 
nature, offices, majeſty, and glory, Little Faith has 


no leſs than a full aſſurance. Then ſaid the King 


©. unto the twelve, Will ye alſo go away?“ And 
< Little Faith anſwered him, Lord, to whom ſhall 


« e go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life. And 
cc we believe, | and are ſure, that thou art that Meſſiah, 
<< the Son of the living God.“ Jobn vi. 67—69. 
Here is faith and aſſurance; and yet this noble con- 
feſſor is expreſsly ſtyled Litile Faith, and chat by 

| the Wy Sint, Matt. xiv. 31. 


SHEPHERD. 
"hai is a myſtery, indeed! A man with mk hands! | 


and feeble knees! and of little faith! And yet, 190 
ſay, he has * an aſſurance EY 


F 


8 TE WA RD, 
Ttis no more myſterious than true, He did beicve, 85 


his 


\ 
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his faith; and then it was in exerciſe, Little Faith 
ſeldom, if ever, doubts of the reality of the things 
credited; though he often doubts of his intereſt in 
the things which he is ſure do exiſt, and are to be 
enjoyed. Touching his part or lot in the King's love, 
and in the kingdom to come, he often doubts; and, 
with reſpect to the appropriating acts of faith, his 
hands are weak; a fear of failing, or coming ſhort, 
is the foundation of his doubts; and, with reſpect to 
laying hold, maintaining his hold, or making ap- 
0 plicatiqn to himſelf, hei is one of little faith. 


$HEP HERD. 


And do you find theſe little ones exiſting in the 


purpoſe, coyenant, and promiſe, ” the Ancient of 
Days * 


STEWARD, | * 


Ves; they are called ſmall, laft, and little ones, 
in all theſe: ** And they ſhall teach no more every 
* man his neighbour, ſaying, Know the Lord; 
ec for they ſhall all #ow me, from the leaft of them 
5 unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord: for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
& their fin no more.” Jer. xxxi. 34. He will 
e bleſs them that fear the Lord, ſmall and great.” 
Pfalm exv. 13. * He gives a reward to his ſervants 
the prophets, and to the ſaints, and to them that 
«fear his name, ſmall and great.” Rev. xi. 18. 
« He that is leaſt among you all, the ſame ſhall be 
« great. Luke ix. 48. Thus it appears that Little 
Faith ſtands in miniature, even in the purpoſe, pro- 
W miſe, 
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miſe, and covenant; and among the citizens of 
Mount Zion alſo. He is the offspring of the Ancient 
of Days, one of the Seed Royal, and of the precious 
fons of Zion, Lam. iv. 2; and the incorruptible ſeed 
is in him. The King hears his prayer, as hath been 
ſhewn ; and that is more than ſome can ſay who talk 
and boaſt of great faith. Lord, ſave, or I periſh!” 
ſaid Little Faith, and he was heard and anſwered 
in a minute. The King giveth power to the faint ; 
« and to them that have no might he zncreafeth 
** firength,” A babe in grace ſtands his ground, 
© when young men niterly fall, Iſa. xl. 29, in 
% woman forget her ſuck ing child, that ſne ſnould 
ee not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
Lea, they may forget; yet will I not forget Zion, 
* nor the children of her womb.” Thus the pedi- 
gree of. Little Faith is traced ; his Birth and Parent- 
age are ſufficiently proved; and, with reſpect to his 
Education, he comes on greatly in that. His Life is 
exemplary; his Character is bright; and his viſits 
to Court, with his Behaviour there, are ſuch as be- 
ſpeak him fincere, attentive, watchful, devour, di- 
gent, loyal and obedient to his Majeſty; affee- 
tionate to every loyal courtier and eſtabliſhed ſer- : 
vant; and, in ſhort, to all the Seed Royal, from the 
leaſt to the oreatgſt—as he is doatingly fond of the 
faithful; ready and willing to aſſiſt any of the fa- 
mily; and touched with mental grief at the leaſt 
miſconduct, either in any of the ſervants, or in the 
King's ſeed, . All which are charaQteriflics of the g 
truly 
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truly noble Seed, which are of high, holy, and hea- 
venly birth. 805 Shepherd, do 2005 know What 


0 'clock i it is? 
SHEPHERD, | 


| No, Sir: nor do I care; for it is ſleeping - time, 
and I call that my own; and, when I ſpend half the 
night in devotion, in good company, in good con- 
verſation, or in minuting down any favour, deliver- 
| ance, or mercy, of the day, I call it redeeming the 
time; and, I think, in one W it is. 


STEWARD. 

I muſt withdraw, for we have an evening ſacrifice 
to offer; and I am appointed to bleſs it, and to im= 
plore the benediction and Wy of Heaven _ 
the family before they go to reſt, _ _ 


SHEPHER D. 

As the King hath made every thing W in 
its ſeaſon; ſo our interviews muſt be at ſeaſonable 
opportunities, But to-morrow will be a buſy day 
with me: I muſt minutely examine the whole flock. 
The weather is very bot, and the flies are very buſy. 
I have got my crook, my ſheers, my ſhab-warter, 
my tar, and my turpentine, all ready. 5 


STEWARD. 
What do Fe: with theſe? 


SHEPHERD. 
We a a great deal of the juice of che fic. eſpe- 
cially when flies are buſy, Ecclel. x. 1—and I find 
. 
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it no eaſy matter to cure a whimſical, capricious, 
fanciful head, of maggots: if the ſheers were not 
uſed, we ſhould have half the flock crawling alive 
with them; and, when once this is the caſe, they 


are always creeping into the hedges, and you can 
hardly find rac 


STEWARD. 
8 Wel, as to-morrow will be a buſy day with you, 
ſhall you be at leiſure the day following, becauſe 
that will be alſo a leiſure day with me? | 


| SHEPHERD, 


I can ſpend the forenoon with you, ic you can 
make it convenient to come to my booth, which is 
at the foot of the hill, juſt above the tents of Kedar, 


STEWAR D. 


If Heaven permit, 1 will be there. Adieu. 


SHEPHERD, 


Til then, farewell and be ſure, at the offering 
* of the evening ſacrifice, to remember me. 


THE : | 5 
HISTORY 
CLEFT. SALE 


DIALOGUE Taz FOURTH. 


— 


STEWARD. FOE 


Gs: morning to you, Shepherd! 


1 


VR | | SHEPHERD. 


Good morning to you, Sir! Did you find your 

way pretty eaſy ? - 
$TE WARD. 

4 mould have come over the ſummit of the hill, 
I perceive; but, inſtead of that I turned to the 
left; and coming round the declivity, I came 
about : nor could I ſee your booth, or hut, until I 
came quite upon it. : | 4 


SHEPHERD, 


You ſhould have gone over the hill. 8 
gone round about, and loſt their way too, rather 


than 


4 
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than venture up, and come over the ſummit. Pray, 


how is the family? And how does Little Faith 
come on? Have you ſeen him? : | 


as 


% 


”, STEWARD, 


The family (bleſſed be God!) are well; il Little 
Faith ſeemed laſt night in tolerable ſpirits : for one 
of the ſervants, rather noted for credence ; one that 
Little Faith has a very high opinion of, and whoſe 
happineſs he hath often obſerved with a wiſhful and 
longing eye, has been ſick lately; and in his afflic- 
tion his faith was ſorely tried; and he, too, ſtaggered 
greatly, and ſaid, My heart and my fleſh both fail.” 
Little Faith heard of this, and rather wondered at it, 
and ſeemed to take a little encouragement from it, | 
The ſervant is now up, but very weak and feeble. 
Laſt night Little Faith and he were together on the 
lobby; and, I believe, they were comparing notes 
together, for I thought Little Faith ſeemed to have 
the brighteſt countenance of the two. 


: 55 SHEPHERD, 
Times of ſickneſs, and times of trial, prove what 
is Genuine Credence, and what is Self · confidence. 
He is a ſtaunch believer who (by faith) can perform, 
in days of adverſity, all that he HIS ö in che 
my” of 3 | 
STEWARD. | 
True; but this is not always the caſe: a ſervant, 
who 1s for a time exempt from trials, finds ſuch an 
. one as Little Faith to ſound A very diſcordant 
4 1 5 . | 
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firing'to his merry; heart. Howeyer, the King will. . 
not break the bruiſed rred. This ſervant has now and 
then given Little Faith a ſharp'laſh with the ſcourge _ 
of the Ton gue; | but, a now, he can condeſcend to 
one of low degree. But none uſe Little Faith wich 
ſo much violence as thoſe who have either no faith 
at all, or a faith that never was tried. Theſe uſe 
the word faith only to banter others with; for, if 
you aſk them to deſeribe the e workings, or 


1 SHEPHERD, 89175 8 A 


Reiche is better found out by what it . das 5 
. what it is. It is given for a man to live by, not to ; 
boaſt of, much leſs to plague others with. Hot 
«© thou faith ?” ſaid-an ancient Herald: Have it to 
« thyſelf before God.” And if poor Little Faith's 
mother had been in better hands, and he properly 
taken care of at firſt, he might now, perhaps, have 
been as ſtaunch a believer as = in the Houſehold. 


STEWAR D. 


It is true: for, as ladies who uſe proverbs obſerve, 
© An after-relapſe is worſe than a lying in.“ Or, | 
ſometimes, it is worded thus: A ſecond lying-in 
is worſe than the firſt,” Which is true in this caſe, 
Faithful dealings, fervent prayers, and ſound words 
of truth, from an unctuous heart, are what Heaven 
has ordained to be uſed at Zion's groanings. This 
appears in the ancient Records: The children are 
come 10 > the birth, and there is not frength to bring 

| 8 forth. 
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forth. Wherefore, lift ap thy prayer for the renmant 
Kings xix. 3, 4. They ſent to the 


evangelical Prophet for a meſſage of truth, and ex- 


that are left. 2 


pected it to be delivered in faithfulneſs; and that 
his prayers ſhould be lifted up, and that for this 
feeble remnant that was then come to the birth. 


But theſe means were not uſed at the birth of Little 
Faith, which was the cauſe of his zar:ying ſo long in 


the place of the * forth of 2 Hol. xiii. ED 


SHEPHERD. 


The more the pity! A proper uſe of the means 
is the only way to obtain the bleſſing. The faithful 
midwives in Egypt declared to the king, that the 
Hebrew women were much ſtronger than the Egyp- 
tian women ; for they were lively, and were delivered 

before the midwives came in unto them, Exod. i. 19. 
If the Hebrew women were thus lively, what muſt 


Zion be, if properly attended, and due nouriſhment © 


adminiſtered ! It is ſaid of her, as never was ſaid 
of any Hebrew matron, © As ſoon as Zion travailed 
« ſhe brought forth her children. Yea, before ſhe 


< travailed ſhe brought forth; before her pains 


came on, ſhe was delivered of a man child 
< Who hath heard ſuch things? Shall a nation be 
c horn at once? Or, Shall the earth be made to 


= bring forth in one day ?” Lac EG. 7 &. 


STEWARD. 


,  Neglea of the proper means, ad unfaithful 


. is the * of the mother's lingering . 
labour, | 
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labour, and of Little Faith's feebleneſs and unſight- 
lineſs for the King's image conſiſts of knowledge, 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſs: and if ignorant, 
unjuſtified, and unſanctified perſons, are allowed to 

mingle themſelves among the King's ſervants and 
children at ſuch times, it cannot be expected that 
her deliverance ſhould be quick, or clear; or that 
the image of the King ſhould be expreſs on the off : 
ſpring; or that the child's language, in his youth, 
ſhould be either pure or genuine; ſeeing he was put 
into ſuch hands to be nurſed, and permitted to herd 
with all the bond- children in the town. However, 
thoſe feeble members are neceſſary, 1 Cor. xii, 22. And, 
though ſome think them leſs honourable, upon 

«* ſuch we ought to ſhew more abundant honour.” 

For the King has pronounced a woe to the world .//> 4+ 
becauſe of offences; and charges all to take heed V 6- * 
that they offend not one of theſe little ones that be- | 
lieve in me - yea, and that whoſoever receives ſuch 
a little one in his name, receives him. Therefore it 
appears, that upon theſe we ſhould put th? more 


abundant honour, | 
SHEPHERD» 


Pray, what ſort of a man is Little Faith i in * 
now? Is he robuſt, or ſlim? tall in ſtatute, or a 
dwarf? comely, or unſightly ? proportionable in 
* n or irregular? well, © or ill-favoured " 


STEWAR br 


| © With reſpect to his Stature, he is a a dwarf. he is 
a 3 fee his head above the clouds, above 
G 2 the 
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the fog, or above the ſmoke ; much leſs above the 
moon. They muſt be clothed with the Sun who get 


the new- moon feaſts, and all Jewiſh and Popiſh 
ceremonies, with their fulls and changes, waxings 


and wanings, under their feet, Rev. xii. 1. With 
reſpect to his Stature, he has given an account of it 
himſelf: Though the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect 
unto the lowly, Pſalm cxxxviii. 6. His Gait is ſome- 
what declining; or, rather, he is inclining to ſtoop 
in the ſhoulders: which is eaſily accounted for 


for two reaſons. Firſt, His being ſo habituated to 
the low cloyſters and cells of the Hagarene Caſtle ; 
and of his habituating himſelf to his perpetual re- 
treats in the ſand- bank, which never exalts any man. 
Secondly, His accuſtoming himſelf to the old legal 
yoke, which has a natural tendency to bow the 
head: nor can any man walk upright till this be 
taken off; as it is written, I am the Lord your 
God, which brought you forth out of the land of 
Egypt, that ye ſhould not be their bond- men; 
e and I have broken the: bands of your yoke, and made 
„ you go upright,” Levit. XxVt. 13. And there is 
another yoke worſe than Pharaoh's, and nothing 
can remove that but the anointing. This yoke, 
and another equally bad, always make the wearers 
of them go ſtooping. You have a complaint of this 
in the following ſpeech: 0 The yoke of - my tranſe 

 * greſfions is bound by his hand ; they are wreathed, 
e and come up upon my neck,” Lam. i. 14. T WY 
things make a man, Vbether young or old, figop 
* in 


WR, = ” 
1 Fe * - . 


HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH, 101 
in the ſhoulders, Thus you ſee his Stature is ſhort, 
or low; and his Gait very much declining. 


„ < 


SHEPHERD. 5 5 


What fort of a limbed man is Little Faith ? Ts 8 

well limbed? | | 
„ STEWARD. e 
Sith binds as was before obſerved, generally 
bag down; his loins are looſe, and weak; and his 
knees feeble; which makes him appear halting, or 
hobbling, in his walk. Hence his complaint,“ For 
I am ready to halt, and my ſorrow is continually 
<« before me,” Pſalm xxxviii. 17. But the King 
c undoes all that afflict him, and faverh him that 

bes halteth, 2 Lepb. Ui. i. 19. 


SHEPHERD. | | 
Poor man ! his ſoul muſt often be diſcouraged .- 
becauſe of the way—for the way to the kingdom is 
through great tribulation ; through darkneſs and 
light, rough places and plain; over hills and vallies; 
and through various windings, turnings, crooks, and 
corners. So that a man had need' both of Rog 
and limbs, ee, THE £ 


2 


% 


The King leads 10 blind, as was before eh. 
5 by a way that they know not, and bears them as 
upon eagles wings. Hz cuts the worſt figure vn the Y 
paths of Zion who can go alone. Woe be to him g. 
that is alone when he falleth which he is fure t to 8 
do K he be alone when he walks. 
Wen 3 \ _ SHEPHERD. ”— 


— 
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SHEPHERD. 


True, Sir: to lean to one's own underſtanding to 
| guide one, or to truſt in one's own heart to bear one 
up, is acting the part of a fool. I hope the ancient 
petition will never be out of my heart, or out of 


my mouth —* Hold thou me up, and 1 ſhall be ſafe." 


Excuſe my breaking in upon the chain of your dif. 
courſe, Sir. Go on with your deſcription of Little 
Faith, for I have ſome ſuſpicion that have ſeen 
ns | 
| STEWARD. 7 | W 


There are few real Shepherds, I W Slecp wh 


have not ſeen him ſome time or other; for he is 
always to be found within, if he cannot be ſeen 


without. The countenance of Little Faith is rather 


inclining to be gloomy, eſpecially in the winter; 
but, when the ſpring arrives, when the winter is 
& paſt, and the rain is over and gone; when the 


ec time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the voice 


: by of the turtle is heard in the land, Cant. ii. 11, 12, 


it ſometimes brightens up a little. Beſides, he uſed, 


when at Hagar's caſtle, to wear a veil, and the marks 


of it remain on his forehead to this day. All Hagar's 
family, as well as popiſh nuns, take the veil, and wear 
it too, 2 Cor. iii. 14. Nor can it be taken away, 


or the wrinkles of it defaced, otherwiſe than by ſee- 
ing the King's face: When it ſhall turn to the Lord, 


% the veil ſhall be taken away,” 2 Cor. iii. 16. 
„ he! is the health of our countenance,” Pſalm 


xlii. 


9 
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xlii, 11. There is one thing makes very much 
againſt Little F aith; and that is, he is near - ſighted, 
or what is vulgarly called [purblind.} He cannot foo 
afar off, 2 Pet. i. 9g. It requires a ſtrong focus, an 
eminent ſtanding, a long fight, and a clear day; 
yea, he muſt © dwell on high who ſees the King in 
6 his beauty, and beholds the land which 1 is very 
* far off.” Ja. xxxiii. 17. 


SHEPHERD. 


But it is allowed in the general, I believe, hls 
 near-ſighted people have the ſtrongeſt eyes, when 
any thing comes within the reach. of their fight; 
and, when the light of day is withdrawn, I am in- 
formed that they can ſee in the dark better than a 
long-ſighted perſon. _ 


STEWARD. 


It is true, if either a matter or a perſon come cloſe 
to Little Faith, he will fee through the matter, or 
penetrate through the perſon, as ſoon as moſt ; for 
| he has been led aſtray by many falſe matters, and 
been impoſed upon by many falſe perſons; which 
7 3 him very watchful and obſervant. And it 

equally true that he can ſee in the dark (being 

ſo accuſtomed to it) better than a long- ſighted per- 
ſon. The works and workings of Satan, of the old 

man ol ſin, and the ſtate of fools—all of whom, as 

well as their works, are in the dark, or in darkneſs 

| itſelf—and few ſee theſe things clearer than Little 

| F aith: and we are in hope that, when the Sun riſes 


G 4 upon 


104 HISTORY or LITTLE FAITH. 

upon his horizon, that. he pill diſcover deep things 
out of darkneſs, and bring out to light the | ſhadow of 
death, Job xii. 22. But, with reſpect to ſeeing 
through a glaſs, ſeeing his Witneſs in heaven, his 
record on high, his name in the book of: life, and 
the face of Him who is inviſible, Little Faith is very 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


near-fighted. . 
ö SHEPHERD. | 3.48 
| | Is he a conſtant petitioner? If he be above beg- 
1 ging, he is not likely to be exalted; for . the King 
„ fraiſeth up the poor out of the auft, and lifteth up 
| | - the beggar from the dunghill, to ſet them among 
| * princes,” I Sam. ii. 1= which ſhews that. there is 


| 4-7 ich thing as fitting among the princes, till we 
: dt our poverty in the duſt, and 7 are | bumbled to 
beg on the dunghill, 27 a 


* 2 2 


b 


It is true; and your obſervation is bemitiful. 
And i it is as true that Little Faith is a conſtant peti- 
tioner, but too formal in his addreſſes: and he is a 
man of a ſingularly narrow or ſmall mouth, which 
is much againſt him: for, though he be ſo often 

under the vine, and under the Be: tree and the King 
| tells him, ſaying, ** Open thy mouth, wide, and I will 
6 fill it,” Pſalm Ixxxi. 10—yet, if you ſhake the 
tree over his head. the frei goth uot Sol into the mouth 


„ ORs 


in bis bowels/” 3 Ae vi 12, and. fnitend in 
his mouth. bogen and ond nf oh an 


| 
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EEA. 


Are his teeth good? However, * i is but of lies 


tle account: for, if the appetite be ſmall, and the 
conſtitution weakly and delicate, it matters not 


much whether the grinders be many or few; for they 


fail in Little Faith becauſe they grind litile, Eccl. 
A. 3. 
STEWARD, 


His teeth are as good as can be expected. 


ce Stolen waters uſed to be {ſweet to him,“ Prov. ix. 
17; and nothing is worſe for teeth than ſuch ſweet 
things, N evertheleſs, he can eat grapes, Deut, 


xXili, 24, and apples, Cant. ii. 5. And, when be 


has gone down into the garden of nuts, Cant. vi. 11, 9 
have ſeen him crack them, and give them to others; 


but it is a rare thing to ſee him eat one himſelf. 


« This,” ſaith he, belongs to you, and that be- 
6 longs to ſuch an one; bur, far be it from me to 
* preſume to take the beſt fruits in the land. Balm 
e and honey, ſpices and myrrh, nuts and almonds (Gen. 


* xliii. 11), are for Joſeph, not for me; and 1 
5 would diſh them up for the King of Egypt ra- 


ether than gare to fare them myſelf.” D 


— 


SHEPHERD. 


Don't t you think the gloom of his countenance is 


contracted by looking perpetually at the mount and 
the ſand-bank? I think it is; elſe, why are we 


commanded to look to the hills, from whence cometh 


our apf and even to — to the King from the 


ends 


4 
<i 


* 5 
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ends of the earth? Yea; and the King himſelf | 
 fays, Let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy 
_ © voice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
& is comely,” Cant. ii. 14. And one of his Ma- 
Jeſty's ancient Stewards declares, that while we 
« look as through a glaſs darkly, we are changed 
„ into the fame * from glory to glory,” 
2 Cor. iii. 1b. 


STEWARD. 


Tbis i is true; but Little Faith has too much con- 
fidence in doing, and too little in boking. Though 
he knows that he cannot work himſelf into the 
King's favour, yet there is an habitual bent that 
way; and ſo there is in others as well as in Little 


Faith. 
ESSE SHEPHERD. 
No Then it it is both his folly and his loſs, for he be 
n e 
STEWARD, ; 


"Hes does : nevertheleſs, the King will not let 
Little Faith be diſappointed of his bope, nor let his 
expectation be cut off concerning ſeeing the King's 
face. Vet he will leave him to ſtruggle in his own 
ſtrength, till he is made ſenſible what this working 
hand of his can do for him; and, when he ſees chat 


Gu power is all gone, and there is none ſhut up or 
left, and he fails and faints, it will be otherwiſe» 
for. be giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have 0 might he increaſeth ſtrength, Iſa. xl. 29. 
4 | According 


32 3g 
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According to which account, his ſtrength muſt be 
quite exhauſted ; he muſt faint under his vain help, 
and have no might left; and then power is to be 
given, and ſtrength 1 is to be increaſed. This is the 
King's moſt lag ſ peech, and ſhall IP be 
fulfilled. ; 


SHEPHBRD, 
Is the e of Little Faith i pretty j good 45 


STEWARD. 


Better than could be expected, conſidering how 
long he ſtaid at the mount; where he ſaw nothing 
but fire, blackneſs and darkneſs, and heard nothing 
but © the thunder in the tempeſt, the ſound of the 
* trumpet, and the voice of words,” Heb. xii, 18, 19. 
The drum of his ear had been ſo ſtrained and ſhaken 
with perpetual peals of thunder, that it was a long 
time before he could either hear or brook the voice 
of charmers, charming never ſo wiſely, Pſalm lviii. g. 
The ſound of the ſilver trumpet, the jubilee trump, 
and the melody of Zion's harp, hardly gained 

his attention at firſt ; but now his ear tries the word 

as the mouth taſtes the meat, But he cannot make 

much melody in his heart, though he bears and 
| knows the joyful ſound, Pſalm Ixxxix. 19, and is 
charmed with the good news from a far country,” 
Prov. xxv.2; for his mind is frequently toſſed 


with the old tempeſt, even to this day. Thus, 


Shepherd, I have given you a little deſcription of 
TUNG Faith's parton: His ſtature is ſhort, his 
gait 
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gait is ſtooping, his limbs are lank, his loins are 
looſe, his knees are weak, and he has a hobbling 


or halting ſtep in his walk. His countenance is ſuch 
as beſpeaks him ſincere and devout, but rather 
gloomy; his eyes are full; he is near-ſighted, and 
ſquints a little; his mouth is very ſmall, and his 
teeth are but indifferent. His noſe is far from flat: 
this appears by his being ſuffered to wait at the 
altar, which a perſon with a flat noſe muſt not do, 
Lev. xxi. 18. His noſe is well ſet, and liſe has 
Been breathed into his noſtrils—which makes the /mel 
of his noſe like apples, Cant. vii, 8. The ſkin of his 


face is fair, but rather too pale; and it is but very 


ſeldom that his face ſhines,” Exod. xxxiv. 29. 
His cheeks are very thin; as he himſelf complains, 
Thou haft filled me with wrinkles, which are a witneſs. 
againſt me; and my leanneſs, r ifi ing up in 25 6 
. to 2 Her | * xvi, 8. 


SHEPHERD. 


ea my breaking in ſo abruptly. What 5 was 
going to remark was, that the poor man muſt be 
ſadly put to his ſhifts to get a witneſs againſt the 
bleſſed ſtate of his ſoul, if he was obliged to fly to 
his leanneſi, and to the wrinkles of his Tbs f for 
witneſſes, | 
STEWARD. 


What could he as ? God had borne his OR 
that Job was a perfect and an upright man; and the 
Spirit, in Job, had borne witneſs 1 in his conſcience 

that 
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| that his witneſs Was in heaven, and his record on hig 5. 


So that Infidelity was driven. to her wit's end to 


find a witneſs: and, at laſt, two are produced; 
the one is Job's Jeanneſ5 riſing up, the other the 
zorinkles of his face dumb witneſſes both. But ſo 
it is, when once Unbelief prevails, ſhe will have 


ſome plea, againſt God. Job, to meaſure the ſhort= bp 


neſs of his days, flies to the ſtoift Pace of a poſt, and 
to the throw of a weaver's ſhuttle : and fo here, ra- 
ther than appear without a witneſs, he flies to the 
wrinkles of his face; and I ſhould not have wondered. 
if he had fled to the colour of his eye-brows. 


| SHEPHERD. 5 245. 
Go on with your Weng is his face, for 
really believe ne I =O him. 5 > 

STEWARD. || 5 


I don't believe there is a man in the world that 
knows himſelf, but what knows him. As to his 
face, there are ſome bright ſpots on it, which have 
been miſtaken for relicks of the leproſy; but they 
are called freckled ſpots which grow in the ſkin of per- 
ſons that are clean, Levit. xiii. 39, And certain it 
is that Little Faith is clean through the word that 


the King hath Jpoken unto him (John xv. 3), though 
he ſeldom enjoys it. 


.SHEP HERD, 


You have given me a very particular and fatif: 


OE account of his * ; and I think I have 
often 


— 


— 
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often ſeen him, and felt him too. Pray, is he not 
fond of retirement and lonelineſs ? 


STEWARD. 


Very; for he ſeldom goes into any company, 
pious or impious, but what he gets a wound, or 
private damage, ſome way or other; ſome rent is 
made in his peace; or ſome of his thoughts are ſcat- 
tered, his doubts encouraged, his terrors awakened, 
or his knees relaxed. There is always ſomething 
diſlodged, or out of joint, with poor Little Faith : 
for, if ſouls are talking cheerfully about the King's 
love-tokens, his favours, or the felicity enjoyed in 
his preſence, it often provokes him to jealouſy, or 
he views it as lightneſs and levity. He gets but 
little comfort in company 25h can eat and be merry, 
Luke xv. 2 3, becauſe he is ſo ſeldom favoured with 
2 kid. Yea, if he does but forget himſelf, and even 
ſmile at lively and cheerful -converſation, his old 
adverſary checks him for it, and accuſes him of 
finning againſt light and knowledge; telling him, 
that be ſhould be . a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
<« with grief, all his days,” as the King himſelf for- 
merly was; and that for perſons to be © joyful in a 
« houſe of prayer; to put off ſackcloth, and be 
« girded with gladneſs; to have their captivity | 
© turned, their mouth filled with laughter, and 
te their tongue with ſinging; to drink ſo as to for- 
« get their poverty, and remember their miſery no 
* more;” is little better than wantoning with royal 

: things: 
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things: it is appearing cheerful, or elſe trifling, 
where the countenance ought to be veiled with 
gloom, and the heart ballaſted with ſolidity, com- 
parable to a ?alent of lead, Zech. v. 7. | 


SHEPHERD. * 


Tben Little Faith has no notion of 4e exing be- 
© fore the King, in the place that he ſhall chooſe, 
« with his ſons, his daughters, his men-ſervants and 
© maid- ſervants, and the Levites; and of rejoicing 
ce before the King in all that he puts his hands unto ?” 
Deut. xiii. 18, And again, Becauſe the King 
« ſhall bleſs thee in all thine increaſe, and in all the 
« works of thine hands, therefore thou ſhalt ſurely re- 
ce 7ojce,” Deut. xvi. 15. The King loves a bird of 
pong, as well as a mourning dove: the finging of birds, 
and the woice of the turtle (Cant. 1 ü. 12), ſhould | 
both be heard in their turn. Ry 


STEWARD. 
Little Faith muſt go on his own way. As he is 
&« afflicted, let him pray: when he is merry, he will 
fing pſalms. A merry heart is a continual feat: 
e and, on the other hand, by the fadne/5 of the coun- 
* fenance the heart is made better. Days of adver- 
e fity, and days of proſperity, are ſet one againſt 
ce the other: let him confider in the former, and be 
ee Joyful in the latter.“ I believe he has had more 
nurfing than a thouſand that are now in the realms. 
of bliſs: but, notwithſtanding that he ſtill thinks, 
| and: often fays, that he 1s the laſt that ſhall ever 
behold 


* 


® 
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behold the brilliant manſions of the celeſtial palace; 
yet we know that there are laſt that ſhall be firſt, and 


the firſt loft; « for many be ale, an few en nh -- 


RY 


7 


SHEPHERD» 


He is one of our ſpiritual Jacob's zender ones, and 


muſt not be over- driven, but be followed gently, 


as he be able to endure. : We were ſaying, on a 
former viſit, that proverbial ladies avouched that a 
ce fecond lying-in, or an after-relapſe, ©* is worſe 


< than the firſt.” I know there are no voices with- 
eu fignißcation; and I take it for/granted that the 
above proverb hath its meaning, if I were acquaint- 


ed with any of thoſe honourable matrons who could 


give me the ſenſe thereof. But, whatever interpre- 
tation it may bear in the dialect and judgment of 
women, or however true in the travail of u is 


it any way applicable to the labours of Zion: 2 


8 TEWAR D. | 
- Doubtleſs; for the proverbs of women are ſo preg- 
nant with truth, ſenſe, and meaning, hat it is but to 


 oſk-counſel at Abel, and the maiter is ended, 2 Sam. xx. 


18. As to labours, they are various. Some are 


very quick : As ſoon as Zion iravailed, ſhe brought 


« forth children: yea, before ſhe tr availea, ſhe 


ee brought forth; before her pain came, ſhe was de- 
«* livered of a, man child,” Iſa. Ixvi. 7. Others, 
again, are long and lingering, intermingled with 
reſpites of carnal eaſe; at which times prayer is 
without fervour, and the afflicted appear as if they 4 


5 LF TC, oa 


MEI HERON 13 Rn 


” 
38 
_—_— 
. 
35 
* 
* 
> a 
Pl 


17 
Ny 
PX 
6&7 
8 
IJ 
2 
85 
3 
Fs 
bo: > 7 
" 2 1 
_=— 
2 * 
= 
15 
* 
£53 
Lk 
5 


Ars TroR L or LITTLE FAITH, ; ILY 
were without the ſenſe of an oppoſite principle to 


oppoſe the motions of corruption, till freſh trouble 


ſend them with another importunity to the King: 
« Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee ; they poured 
c out a prayer when thy chaſtening was upon theme 
« [ike as a woman With child, that draweth near the 
ce time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in 
6e her paius; ſo have we been in thy fight, O Lord. 
& Je have been with child, we' have been in pain, we 
c have as it were brought forth wind, wwe have not 
ce wrought any deliverance in the earth. THY DEAD. 


„ MEN SHALL LIVE.” Ja. xxvi. 16, &c. Others, 
again, are entangled in the birth, like Little Faith: 


&« The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his fon in is hid. 
** The ſorrows of a travailing woman ſhall come upon 
* im. He is an unwiſe ſon, for he ſhould not STAY. 
* LONG, in the. place of the BREAKING FORTH, of 
ce chilaren. I will ranſom them from the power of 
the grave, I will redeem them. from death. . 
Hof. xiii, 1214+ If you take notice here, both 
the /ingering travail of Zion, and the entanghing 
birth of Ephraim, are 'vacked with an abſolute and 


unconditional, promiſe, To lingering Zion it is ſaid, 


« Thy dead men ſball live,” and to Ephraim, who 
was entangled in the birth, I will redeem them 


from Kal. and ranſom them from the power of the 
grave. The promiſe, therefore, being ſet ſo 


cloſe to the labour, is to ſhew that the zravail and 
oil of the mind is to ſecure the gift of life, the re- 


E of the ſoul, and the ranſom of the body 
H from 
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from the grave; which being ſecured, the ſonſhip 
appears clear; and, having obtained the promiſed 
bleſſings, they are expreſsly ſtyled the heirs of pro- 


- miſe, Zion is never without her promiſe. It is al- 


lowed by all that have ſeverely felt it, and by moſt 
who have been eye and ear-witnefles of it, that ſpi- 
ritual labour is the moſt perilous of all labour. Not- 
withſtanding, Zion ſhall be ſaved in child-bearing; be- 
cauſe ſhe is ſure to continue in faith, and charity , and 
holing * * n. 1 Tim. ii. 15. 


SHEPHERD. | 
Theſe things appear clear to me. Your account 
of the quick, and of the lingering, labour of Zion, 


and of the entanglement of Ephraim, have, doubtleſs, 
a footing on Divine veracity. But neither of theſe 


things are an interpretation ſufficient to prove the 
authenticity, or ſettle the validity, of the goſſipping 
ladies proverb; namely, that * a ſecond Hying-in is 
* worſe than the firſt.” All come into the world 
by the throes of Nature's ſorrow, and into the ſpi- 
ritual world by a birth that is purely ſpiritual ; but, 
is there ſuch a thing as re-labour, or a re-birth, in 
the latter? Not that I doubt the veracity of theſe 
honourable ladies, in the ſenſe that they mean it; 
for I am informed that their proverbs at groaning 
aſſemblies are generally delivered with an emphaſis 
_ peculiar to themſelves; and moſtly dropped with a 


Jingular weight, and enforced with an che and an air 
of conſequence, when they intend to beſiege the ears 


1 


ve a 9 885 — * huſband. 
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STEWARD. 


Something of this hath been obſerved in che birth 
of ſome of the ſons of Zion. Zion herſelf hath * 
often re-laboured with one and the ſame child. In- 
dividuals have a ſecond time fallen into ſpiritual 
travail; and even Zion's watchmen have felt the 
pangs, and borne their part of the throes : My little 
children, of whom 1 travail in birth AA, until 
Chrift be formed in you, Gal. iv. 19. That great man 
in the land of Uz was early begotton by the word of 
truth, and guickened in his early days by the Spirit. 
Divine impreſſions were felt, and labour ſucceeded z 
and he came ſo far forth at times, as for the-fea- bo 
tures of the new creature to be perceptible : yea, 1 
he came far enough into the new world to have a 
glimpſe of Him who is inviſible ; but it was a view 
of terrible majeſty ; at which he drew back, ſay- 
ing, Deſtrufion from God was a terror to me; and, 
«© oy reaſon of his highneſs, I could not endure.” Job 
 XXx1, 23. The moſt perilous part of the labour 
he hoped to have eſcaped, but it overtook him a 
ſecond time: ** The thing which I greatly feared is 
* come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is 
% come unto me. I was not in ſafety, neither had I 
&« rot, neither was 1 . het trouble came.” Job 
iii. 25, 26. Hence it appears, that his early be- 
getting, quickening, and labour, were ſufficient to 
leave viſible traces and features of Divinity upon 
bis mind—which is confirmed by the teſtimony of 
1 Heaven, 
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Heaven, that he was perfe# in the EVERLASTING | 
Farnes, and prigbt by virtue of union with him, 
and divine aid from him; and one that feared his 
Sovereign, and bated evil. Nevertheleſs, it pleaſed 
the Moſt High, who is a free agent, to bring him 
the ſecond time to put his hands on his Joins ; and 
his friends, for ſeven days at leaſt, bore a part of the 
labour. But, after that, they acted as ſome did at 
the birth of Liz Faith: ſome cried one thing, and 
ſome another, and the greater part uſed violent 
means, and ſome deſpaired of deliverance : but, at 
the appointed time, the new creature came forth 
with all its beauty and comelineſs; God turned the 
raptivity of Job; perfect love caſt out fear, and ſet 
him free; and“ he that loveth is born of God, and 
© knoweth God.” Now, he compared the produce 
of the firſt labour to only the hearing of the ear; but 
the latter as productive of the ſceing eye . But now 
“ mine eye feeth thee: wherefore I abhor myſelf, and 
e repent in duſt and aſhes.” Job xlii. 5, 6. Now © his 
5 eyes ſaw, his ears heard, and his hands handled, 
<< the word of life.” Thus ſome, who have felt a 
little ſpiritual labour, greatly fear the bearing pains; 
which, as Job acknowledged, came upon him; while 
others go lingering on in expectation of terrible 
things, and at laſt come forth before they know 
where they are: their deliverance ſeems like a dream; 
and their long, imaginary terrors, under the buffet- 
ings of Satan, are ten times worſe than the real. 


SHEPHERD, | 


4 
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| SHEPHERD. , - - 

This brings to my mind what is recorded of a 
pious king of the Hebrews —*© That he wrought 
& that which was good and right, and truth, before 
ec the Lord his God; and in every work that he be- 

ce gan in the ſervice of the houſe of God, and in the 
<& Jaw, and in the commandments, to ſeek his God, 
« he did it with all his heart, and proſpered.” 
2 Chron. xxxi. 20, 21. And the Lord was with him, 
as he acknowledged even to the Hebrews —* Be 
« frong and courageous; be not diſmayed nor afraid 
« of the king of Aſſyria, nor for all the multitude that 
* is with him; for there be more with us than with 
ec him. With him is an arm of fleſh, but with us is the 
0 Lord our Cod, to help us.” 2 Chron, xxxii. 2, 8. 
Nevertheleſs, in the buſineſs of the ambaſſadors of 
the princes of Babylon, God left him, to try bim, 
: that he might. Fnow all that 06s. in . "Belirty 
ad. xxxii. 35. i ad 


63 . 


Wa 


STEWARD. 


AW x God * a man, to 5 10 oY to _ 
bin know all that. is in his heart, he will have ſoul 
travail enough ; for it is a ſight of internal corrup- 
tion, and a ſenſe of the plague of the heart—when n 
enlightened to ſee it, and quickened to feel it—that 
brings the labour on. And this [was the caſe with 
Hezekiab: for, whatever legal labour he might have 
had before, I am-bold to affirm, that the c ſecond 

2 3 „ Hing in : 


4 
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& lying-in was zworſe than the firſt * eſpecially when 
the evangelical Prophet, who was his boſom friend, 
came with a- Thu ſaith Jehovah, Set thine houſe in 
order, for thou ſhalt die, and not live, Iſa. xxxviii. 1. 
He owned, when brought forth into liberty, that 
for peace he had great bitterneſs; but this laſt labour 
produced pardon, and brought life and immortality to- 
light; _ Thou haſt, in love io my ſoul, DELIVERED it from 
the pit of corruption; for thou haſt caſt all my S1Ns be- 
Bind thy bach. By theſe things men LIVE, and in all 
theſe things is the Lips of my ſpirit ; ſo 2vilt thou recover 
me, and make me 10 LIVE. Ja. xxxviii. 16, 17. 


© SHEPHERD. | 
Pray, what may be the cauſes of ſo many ſticking 
in the birth, and of others going through ſecond foul 
travail before the birth be made lehr to them? 


STEWARD: . 


The firſt u muſt be reſolved into the will 7 
the King, as it is according as he is pleaſed to beſtow 
a greater or a leſſer meaſure of the Spirit, All do 
not gather this hidden manna alike: ſome gather 

more, ſome leſs ; but they that gather much have no- 
tbing over, and they that gather little have no lack. 
Divine impreſſions, on ſome, are ſhallow; on others, 
deep: in the heart of one, the Day-dawn and Day- 
far ariſe; on others, the light ſhines round about 
idem, and quite through them. Where the ray is 
faint, and the impreſſion ſhallow, fear and trembling 
are produced; conſciouſneſs ſucceeds ; and a power 
3 4 13 
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is felt, under which fin is ſhunned, and the Lord is 
ſought with diligence. Thus a viſible reformation 
takes place; while a lingering labour exerciſes the 
mind, till unbelief be diſcovered, doubts and ſlaviſh 
fears are brought on, and bondage holds them faſt, 
Such believe the truth of the word; the juſtice, 
holineſs, and immutability, of their Maker, and the 
record that he has given of his Son; but are ver- 
powered with miſgivings of heart, ſo that they cannot 
lay a comfortable hold of the Saviour: yet they are 
kept out of the world, and in a waiting poſture; are 

very inquiſitive; and are willing to learn, and per- 
petually ſeeking knowledge. And oftentimes ſuch 
ſouls fall into the hands of ten Blind guides, before 
they find out one that is a barning and a ſhining light : - 
and, as they have not grace ſufficient to counterba- 

lance the legal mind, a mere impoſtor, or a legal 
tutor, under-the influence of Lucifer, and by the 
ſufferance of Jehovah, generally gets hold of chem; 
with whom they are mightily taken, being zealouſly 
affected by him. The empty and noiſy harangue of 
ſuch a Boanerges ſuiting the legal mind, it entangles 
them in the birth, in the ties or #ave/-fring of na- 


ture, or natural affections for this navel, inthe 


worſt ſenſe, is 4 round goblet awhich wanteth not li- 
guor, Cant. vii. 2—conſequently, a legal ſpirit, and 
a. confuſed mind, are ſure of nutriment from that 
quarter. Thus: ſuch an one goes on till a deeper 
impreſſion be felt under divine operation, and a 
brighter ray be communicated to the dark receſſes 
H 4 and 


- 
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and various haunts of the legal ſpirit. In this light, 
and under ſuch ſenſations, the ſeducer, deceiver, 
and impoſtor, is generally diſcovered ;: every word 
of his mouth is traced to his heart, from whence it 
proceeds; while the ſtate of his mind, and the bafis | 
on which he ſtands, are exhibited to view; and his 
fair and falſe pretences laid open, with all his baſe 
motives, deſtructive aims, and cruel ends. From 
that Ye the weakling is undeceived; the King has 
made manifeſt the hypocrite, - and enabled his off- 
ſpring to judge all things ; 908. * e is den wil 
10 on” I Gov 11. 15. N 


EI i SHEPHERD. of wy . Sj 
vob; is ſurpriſing that men ſhould be ſo ſtiffened 
me; ſo: daring in rebellion, ſo bent on de» 


_ teiping and being deceived, as to perſiſt, in open de- 


fiance of majeſty, verity, and conſcience; and expoſe 
themſelves to every arrom of Jebovahb!s quiver, Acts 
xili. o, Deut. xxxii. 23. All this muſt undoubtedly 
ſpring from an horrible war between the rebel's mind 


and his Maker; which, without the interpoſition of 
never- failing mediation, muſt end in infinite ruin. 
Little Faith can never be finally deceived, for he exiſts 


in the compaſſionate bowels of immortal Lovet nor 


will the Father of mercies, and Fountain of comfort, 


leave his feeble fraternity as orphans; or permit his 


1 


choſen race to be ſeduced, ſpoiled, and left as a prey 


tothe objects of his juſt hatred. He has pronounced 
S to the NY of offences, Matt. xviii. 73 
and 
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and has given a charge to every governor, ruler, 
and ſervitor, in his realm, to take heed that they d 
not deſpiſe one of theſe little ones (Matt. xviii. 10), 
who by divine credence rely on his arm: yea, and 
has declared, hat in the celeſtial regions their angels 
do alzways behold the face of his Father, Matt. Xviiis 
10. It ſtands upon record, that the adjacent moun- 
tains that encompaſſed the city of Dothan were co- 
vered with the flaming equipages of immortal Mieſiy, 
in order to protect a ſingle ambaſſador, 2 Kings 
vi. 173 and he, for his ſtability in faith, is ſtyled 
The chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen: thercof, 2 Kings 
xiii. 14. If a champion, comparable to a. cnar- 
chariot and a trocp- horſe, be thus attended and pro- 
tected, what attendance and protection muſt Ltle 
Faith have, who is always in danger; and, when his 
firs. of [infidelity are, upon him, can neither fight 
nor fly? Amalek had his name blotted aul from under 
heaven (Deut. xxv, 19), and periſhed for, ever (Numb. 


xiv. 20), for caſting off, all fear, and for cutting: of 


the. faint and feeble of the 1ſraels ib tribes Deut. xxv. 


18), who, were the King's childaen, by national 


adoption then what diſpleaſure muſt they incur, 
who labour to ſeduce, beguile, and deceive, thoſe 
who are his offspring by regeneration! And, if 
they cannot deceive them, they deſpiſe, hate, ri- 
dicule, and even curſe them! as it is written, Moe 
is ne, my mother, that thou haf borue mne 4 man of 
ſirife, and à man of contention to the whole earth 4 f 
fer every. one of them doth curſe met Jer. xv. 10. 

1 3 
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If the guardian angels of theſe little ones bebold Je- 
hovah's face, they certainly know how his counte- 
nance ſtands toward them: and ſure I am that thoſe 
birds of the air ſhall carry the ſinner's curſe, and 
 #hofe ¶meſſengers] that have wings ſhall tell the mat- 
ter, Eccleſ. x. 20. And if thoſe birds of paradiſe 
do not, Litile Faith will; for he is a bird, he is a 
dove (Cant. ii. 14), though not a ſinging bird (Cant. 
I. 'S, and by and by he will get his wings : for 
although he has lain among the pots, yet ſhall he be as 
the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her fea- 
thers with yellow gold, Pſalm Ixviii, 13. Theſe 
ſhall tell the matter; for if they curſe Little Faith, 

| wy curſe the en himſelf. 


STEWAR D. 


Undoubtedly 0 will. And the means that __ 
uſe in order to enſnare the weaklings are deſpicable 
_ alſo. They know that children are generally pleaſed | 
with mufic and melody; therefore they endeavour to 
charm and allure, or (if reſtleſs) to quiet their minds 
by inſtrumental and vocal ſounds, Organs, bag- 
Pipes, humſtrums, and violins, are introduced, un- 
der a ſpecious pretext of adoring, honouring, and 
charming the ears of bis Majeſty whereas it is in- 
tended to anſwer the ſame end for which the king's 
band was employed in the plains of Dura juſt to 
amuſe and raviſh the mind till devotions were paid 
to Satan, to the king's humour, and to the golden 
_ that be had ſet up, Mimies are employed to 

chant, 


HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. 123 


chant, and pipers to charm, in order to allure them 
from the Guide of their youth, and drive from their - 
thoughts the covenant of their Sovereign, His Majeſty 
takes no pleaſure in them that CHANT 10 the ſound 
the viol, and invent to themſelves inflruments of muſic 
(Amos vi. 5); but, on the contrary, fays=Take 
thou away from me the noiſe of thy ſongs, for I WILL. 
not HEAR the melody of thy vials [or fiddles], Amos 
v. 23. Yea, and even ſtrolling vagrants, and 
monkiſh mimics from the flage, are often invited, 
or hired, to ſing feigned anthems to his Majeſty's 
diſ-praiſe ; for it is more deteſtable to him than 
either the hellotving of a bull, or the howling of a 
dog. The King approves of no muſic like mental 
melody. Singing with grace, and making melody in 
the heart, meet with divine applauſe and proclaimed 
approbation : Let me ſee thy face, let me hear thy 
voice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely, Cant. ii. 14. Poor Little Faith has felt the 
effects of fatherly diſpleaſure for giving way to the 
above allurements; and others have exchanged their 
ſongs for weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing | of teeth, 
Matt. xiii. 42. The amuficians and the minſtrels muſt 
give place, and be turned out too, before the King naſe | 
the dead, Matt.! ix. 24, 25. Bu 


ann b. 


Dorh bh Majeſty uſe ſeverity with his children 2 
and is he particularly obſervant of their conduct? 


Ls * STEWARD, 
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| STEWARD. 


1 FE fatherly ſeverity to thoſe N are ies, 


and is very obſeryant of their conduct; and nothing 
diſpleaſes him more than to ſee them wander out of 


his way: He has caſt up, and prepared a road for them, 


aud bas had all the fuumbling-blacks removed out of it 
(Ifa, Ivit.. 14), that they might, amuſe themſelves. | 


therein, and walk ſafely; and the way is ſo plain, 
and ſo belined with heaps F witneſſes, hand-poſts,, 
and landmarks, that even an idiot ſhall not err, if 


he walks therein. But, as, fore, as ever Little 


4 


the caſe, Os King areas him, 8 after bins 

marks his paths—and ſets @ print upon bis beels,, Job 
xili. 273 and, before Little Faith is aware, he is 
taid a7 the * iu the Jocks, Job FREY? 11. oor; 


. 1 N 4 $344 


C3 SISA h GS | 43x 
. SHEPHERD... - 
"I, J ; 5 4 FA 1 
Poor lictle fellow ! that muſt be ptectible ths; 
ment to him: en . one would think, to break 
his heart! Nun ae 5 


STEWARD... 4 


151 is done for that purpoſe; Wr n 1d and 4 
contrite heart is a thing that the King vill never deſpiſe, 
Pſalm li. 17. But, what mortifies Little Faith moſt 
is, that the young princes and princeſſes are ordered 
to go and look at him, for the ſtocks are meg 
cloſe by the 3 for that end. q * 


SHEPHERD, 


* 
W 1 N 58 * 5 ht ths 


FCC 
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SHEPHERD. 


1 EE they are ordered to go and ſee the ter- 4 
rible puniſhment inflicted, in order to deter them, 
by bringing “ great fear upon as Many as ſee and 
« hear theſe things.” And it muſt greatly mortify 
Little Faith, and provoke him to Jealouſy, to ſee 
the reſt of the Seed Royal walking at large, while 
he is expoſed as a ſpectacle laid by the heels. Pray, 
how does he look and behave while in confinement? 
Does he ſpeak to his brethren and ſiſters ? | 


STEWARD. ys, 

He looks as a thief generally does when he is found, 
Jer. ii. 26; for 1ve ſhew of his countenance Witneſſeth 
againft bim, Iſa. iii. 9. But he ſays but little only, 
that they ſee his cating down, and are afraid, Job 


V1. 21. 
SHEPHERD. 


I W 0 Little Faith has been ole in the ſtocks 


in former days? 
STEWARD. 


Not very often. The King has various methods 
of puniſhment ;' and the chief puniſhment that has 
been inflicted on Little Faith is what is called 


preſſing at the gate. 
SHEPHERD. 


 Prefing at the gate! Pray, what i is that ? 


"STEWARD, | 
There i is at the front of the palace what i is called 
the frait ſor narrow} Late, Matt. vii. 13, On the 
bit 


* 
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left-hand fide is a dark hole, or tabernacle, Job 


Xvüi. 6; and on the right-hand is a large room, 

Pſalm xxxi. 8, which is the preſence-chamber, the 
place of audience, where perſons and petitions are re- 
ceived, and where the King ſhews his face. At 
this gate Little Faith has been puniſhed for months 


together, looking with a longing eye toward the 


preſence- chamber, and with fear and trembling at 
the dark hole. Unbelief and ſlaviſn Fear preſs on + 
him on the one fide, and hope deferred maketh his 

heart fick of holy longing on the other; fo that he 
is in a ſtrait betwixt two; and yet he dares not com- 

plain nor murmur, for fear of the black hole. But 

that which wounds him the deepeſt is, that he has 
often heard this lamentable-cry from the left-hand, 
I am fout up, and I cannot come forth, Pſalm Ixxxviii. 8. 
And, on the other hand, he ſees many go ſmiling 
in and out of the preſence chamber; which ny | 
aggravates his ſenſations. 8 


SHEPHERD, 


And, pray, what may his Majeſty be Aiſoleaſed 
with, that he has kept him ſo long at the ſtrait gate? 


STEWARD. 


The King will have all his children dependent on 
him for every thing: and likewiſe humble before 
© him; for that child who is the moſt humble 16 the 

greateſt [in declarative favour] in all his realm, 
Matt. xviii. 4. But Little Faith, by playing for- 
; Ty with * s boys, drank deeply into tbe 
| ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, and ſtrongly imbibed the corrupt principles, 
of what is falſely called free-agency; which in very 
deed was the crime and utter overthrow of Auſalom, 
the ſon of David — for it is an unwarrantable con- | 
tention for ſovereignty; which, in the higheſt ſenſe 
of the word, is granted to none but One; and, in 
the loweſt ſenſe, to none - but by delegated right and 
might; which mult ever be held by the King's grant, 
under his inſpection, by his authority, executed in 
his name, with a dependence on his ſceptre, wiſdom 
and arm, and to the honour of his perſon ; as thoſe 
who are accountable to him for all that is amiſs in 
celeſtial affairs. And it was this crime that had like 
to have been the ruin of him that is called h pro- 
digal ſon; who demanded 7he portion that fell to him, 
and went inio a far country; that is, far from the 
| King, that he might, as an independent, trade for 
himſelf; which in the end debaſed him to a level 
with the ſwine, expoſed him to the arrows of fa- 
mine, and miniſtered a foretaſte of en by 
everlaſting deſtruction, 


a. :. SHEPHERD. 


Your obſervation is truly juſt, that“ the prin. 

10 ciples of free- agency are falſely ſo called; for 1 it 

is nothing but ſtubbornneſs: they are headſtrong 
rebels, not free agents. It is a brutal reſiſtance of 

their Maker's will, and may be ſeen in beaſts. I 
have brought up lambs by hand, that have, when - 

yy were come to be ſheep, uſed their horns a. 

me, 
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me, and preſumed even to butt me; and have re- 
fiſted to che uttermoſt if I attempted to catch and 
hold them by the crook—which has been a diſplay 
to me of every man's being brutiſh who dares to re- 
fiſt the good Shepherd as theſe did me. But I have 
ſoon after ſeen that the dog Smut has been, by the 
King's order, ſent among them; which has laid hold 
of them by the ears, and led them round every field, 
meadow, cloſe, coppice, and yard; and over every 
hedge; ditch, ſlough, and lane, in all the farm. 
)VVVVVCVCCCC 8 
yt rue; and nothing looks more deteſtable, nor is 
more damnable, than for creatures to refi/? the will 
of their Maker and Owner, Rom. ix. 1 9, while they 
are taken cuptive by the devil at his will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
But ſo it is; they wage war with the former, but 
are obliged to ſubmit to the latter. 


SHEPHERD. 
But pray, Sir, is not the puniſhment of preſing at 
the + an ſomething very ſevere ? 


STEWARD. 

5 The feelings under it are ſomewhak like 
thoſe produced by a rait tvaiſtcoat: he ſtruggles 
hard; and, the more he ſtruggles, the more he is 
Hruitened. He is like one of old who could not get | 
at the King for the pre 95. | 


SHEPHPRD. 

ating to ſee the other children pay their. court- 
viſits, and eo ſmiling in and out, muſt be a terrible 
Tr mortification, 


HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. 129 
mortification. Beſides, I dare ſay that there is good 
cheer in the large room; and to be preſſed, and 
hunger · bitten too, muſt undoubtedly add to the 
affliction. „ 


STEWARD. 


There is good cheer there, and chat Little F aith 
knows ; but he muſt be mentally poor that goes in 
there, as Little Faith hath been told, and that by 
the King himſelf: He delivereth the Poor in his afflic- 
tion, and openeth their ears in oppreſſion. Even ſo 
would he have removed thee out of the ſtrait into a 
broad place where there is no ftraitneſs, and that which 

would be ſet on thy table ſhould be full of fatneſs, Job 
xxxvi. 13, 16. This is the King's e and 
unalterable declaration. 


| © SHEPHERD. | EO 

I muſt run. I have many overlookers, who take 
more pains i in minding me than they do in minding 
their own buſineſs; and, if they ſhould ſee me ab- 
ſent at the ſtated hours of attendance, they would 
ſay to me, as Pharaoh did to the Hebrews, Je are 
idle, ye are idle; and 2 75 ye fay, Let us go and 

40 fucrifce 


STEWARD, 
Where mall you be to-morrow evening, after you | 
have done feeding and folding ? ” 


SHEPHERD, . 
After feeding and folding, you may be ſure to find 
me, for two or three hours, at the fign of the Harp, 
by the brooks of the wwillows. Iſa. xv. 7; Pſal. cxxxi. 2. 
ED STEW ARD, 


. 1 F 
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STEWARD« : Sor} SAT. I 

"I underſtand you.” Wearineſs and emptineſs muſt 
ſucceed that ſort of labour but the King gives food 
to the feeder; and declares that they who water 
ſhall be watered themſelves. The well of life will 
ſpring again. I will call upon you there. The 
beſt of bleſſings attend both the 1 8 and the 
flock ! | 


_ SHEPHERD. 


And may the ſame eternally reſt on the Steward, 
and the Houſehold”: Tender my love to Little 


Faith. 


4 
R F 
or 


LIT TU FALSE 


DIALOGUE Taz FIFTH. 


STEWARD. 4 
So, I have found you at the old ſpot! 


SHEPHERD. 


No fear of that: I always creep here when 5 
cruſe is empty; for, after folding- times, I can com- 
pare myſelf to none but that Nazarite who was 
ſhorn of his ſtrength by the Philiſtines, for [ hate 


to look any ge in the mor. 


4 : 
STEWARD. 


As iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo the face of a friend | 
. a Sn n OF hearty counſel. 


SHEPHERD. 


4 ws been thinking, at times, ever 4060 1 8 
12 with 


* 
- 
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with you laſt, about thoſe Aſiatic mountaineers : 
their character and conduct are ſingular. 


| STEWARD. 
They are: they ever have been a plague and a 
peſt to every royal ſeed and loyal ſervant that has 
appeared in his Majeſty's dominions for near, if not 
quite, three thouſand years, 


* 


Y >>" o \ SHRPHEED. 
* Ad pray, what good can either the mother or the 
children get by ſculking about the palace? As 

| there is an irreconcileable enmity between them, 
they muſt, at times, have all their prejudices ſtirred 
up, and be rendered miſerable in themſelves to the 
laſt degree. And the diſagreeable ſenſations pro- 
duced by the repeated rebukes and rebuffs that 
they get, would be enough, one would imagine, 
to deter them from even 3 . the palace- 
e 


* 


* * 


STEWARD. 

It is a turbulent race, that cannot reſt : and, as 

they have neither reſt nor peace themſelves, they 

cannot endure to ſee it enjoyed by others; and, be- 

ing ſworn enemies to government, their own boſoms 

are oft becalmed if they can but vex or perplex one 

of the King's children, or even a ſervant that is truly 
"ane WR loyal to his Majeſty. 


© SHEPHERD, 
Pray, were any of their predeceſſors ever of, or 


ever eee in, the 1 25 F * that they are 
ſuch 
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ſuch a peſt at court? If not, I ſhould think that 
they muſt be total ſtrangers to the Houſehold, and 
to the order of the family; and therefore keep their 

| diſtance through ignorance, and take no notice of 
them, as thouſands do, who, like n care ad 
none of theſe things. 2 


STEWARD, 


A certain prince and princeſs, of ancient date, 
who were of the Blood Royal, as they were on their 5 
travels, paſſing through the country of Mizraim, © —_ 
or the land of Ham, promiſcuouſly met with Hagar, 
the great, great, great, great grandmother, of theſe 
Hagarenes, and hired her as a ſervant of all work: 
in which low ſtation ſhe behaved herſelf for ſome 
time, - in appearance, with great fidelity; till, in 
proceſs of time, ſhe ſo ingratiated herſelf into the 
affections of the princeſs, that ſhe took her to be her 

own maid, to attend chiefly on her perſon as a maid 
of honour. 15 8 
SHEPHERD. os 
Proſperity is ſure to try the integrity of perſons, © © 
and to diſcover the principles which actuate them. 
If a wiſe child—like the little Hebrew that was ſold 
by his brethren—proſper i in Egypt, his gratitude to 
his BenefaCtor is excited; he is laid under ſuch filial 
ties of obligation, that he would endure falſe im- 5 
priſonment rather than injure him. But, if fools 
proſper, their proſperity terminates in their ruin: 
The profperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them, Prov. i. 32. 


"Ti STEWARD, 


— 
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STEWARD. 


"The proverb i is verified by the matter now in hand. 
Hagar having been in the family upwards of twelve 
years, been exalted to the bigh ſtation of a maid 
of honour, and being in great favour with the prin- 
ceeſs, ſhe became almoſt her equal. It appears that 
| the dominions of this royal pair were very large by 
Divine donation, and they both knew that their 
| names and family were never to be extinct: and the 
® princeſs herſelf being barren — an heir- apparent be- 
| | ing greatly wanted—and ſhe deſpairing of iſſue, 
| quits the dry bed, in hopes of making it green (Cant. 
| i. 16) by her maid of honour 5 and perſuades her 
| © prince to compliance, as it was done in hopes of an 

„ iy? been ſhe was rerinne:; to worm Cen. 

7 . 4. nen 

| 1 1 HS 0 SHEPHERD. 4 3 5 
This: was going a firgular length, r Fs 
_ 3 the bounds of women; and muſt try the 
loyalty of the maid of "_ with a witneſs! 


. 


% R b. 
1 * did, for the conceived}; and, when che 88885 
the had, ſhe d:ſpiſed her benefactreſs, and even tried 
to ſu pplant her in her own pavilion. This treatment 
reaching the ears of the prince, he diſdains to appear 
in the chair; but orders his princeſs to mount it her- 
elf, and to proceed. againſt her maid by the ſtatutes 
. and laws of her own houſe which ſhe immediately 
confented to; and 3 againſt her without 
„ E | either 
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either clerk of the peace, witneſs, jury, bailiff, crier, 
or executioner. The princeſs was both the plaintiff 
and defendant: ſhe bore the witneſs, brought in her 
own verdict, paſſed her own ſentence, and executed 
it; but whether it terminated in caring, or cudgeling 
with the crutch, we cannot aſcertain: however, 

hard meafures, rough dealings, and baniſment are 
left upon record. 1 


& 3 


SHEPHERD. | 


I thought how it would.end for, as W Com ſays, 
For three: things the earth is diſquieted, and for 
00 four which it cannot. bear: for a ſervant when he 


C  reigneth, and a fool when he is filled with meat; 
« for an odious woman when ſhe is married, and an 


e handmaid that is heir to her miſtreſs.” Prov. xxx. 


21—23. Pray, where was ſhe - baniſhed... 8 
Where was her place of exile fixed by the ae 
ſentence hog the princeſs 2 5 


STE WAR D. 
As the princeſs was the only executioner, ſhe 
drove her from the pavilion into the wilderneſs; 
and ſent her prohibitions, and a few thundering 
ſentences after her; but ny: not follow her far, 
through e and age. 


£3 
i a <4 


wn 


4 SHEPHERD. © 
And did ſhe ever ee to return from cranſ- 
Parking? | | 
>. $STEWARDs«:: 

N o: the never forgot the fiery trial ; ter it is 
granted that ſhe had been proceeded againſt to the 

"© „ vm 


FR, 4 


* 


_ 


*S, 


3 


or diſapprobation called for before the ſentence had 
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utmoſt rigour of female ſeverity. In ſuch hands the 
culprit, eſpecially in ſuch caſes where a rigbt to the 


chair is diſputed by a rival to the bed—in ſuch 
hands, and in ſuch caſes, I ſay, it is impoſſible that 


any lenity can be ſhewn, — or cntrgation 
be FRYE. = 
SHEPHERD. 
And ſo ſhe never returned again? 
STEWARD. 
Not of her own accord; but the Higher Powers 


"interfered, and called her by the appellation of Sarah's 
Maid, in order to debaſe her; and, to cut off all 


hopes of her offspring being heir to the kingdom, | 
told her that the ſhould bear a ſon who ſhould be a 
"wild man; his hand ſhould be againſt every man, and 


| every man's hand againſt him; and then bade her go 
home, and ſubmit herfelf to her miſtreſs. 


SHEPHERD. | 
This muſt try the princeſs to the quick ; for it is, 
in , revoking the deſpotic ſentence. 


STEWARD, 
The counſel of the Higher Powers ny” ſtand. 


This was done to humble the princeſs for her incre- 
dulity, that ſhe might meet with perplexity from 


her own inventions: and to ſhew her that the Higher 
Powers ſhould have been conſulted before the cul prit 
had been proceeded againſt, and their approbation 
been 


7 
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been ſo rigorouſly executed. And, furthermore, to 
mortify her for undervaluing her dignity conferred 


from above, by raiſing her ſlave to an equal footing 


with herſelf in the commanding chair; and more 
ſtill, by giving up her "gar to te bed and N 


of the prince. 
SHEPHERD, 


And, pray, how long did ſhe continue in the 

royal pavilion after her return from baniſhment ? | 
STEWARD. 

Wipes of fourteen years, but in the capacity of 


a ſervant of all work. But the ſon coming forth, 


attracted the affections of the prince, which was an 
additional mortification to the princeſs: but, after 


the term of two apprenticeſhips, the princeſs brought 
forth a ſon herſelf. | 
SHEPHERD. 


The wonderful works of the Higher Powers who 


make the barren woman to mw e b and be a Jon? mo- 
ther of children: / 
STEWARD... yy | 

She was; FN at her delivery, ſhe ſaid; © The 
** Moſt High hath made me ſo to laugh, that all 
<« who hear will laugh with me.” But, as ſoon as 
the ſervant ſaw the heir-apparent, and the affections 
of the prince go daily over to the heir of promiſe, 
at the great feaſt, on the day of weaning, before all 


the company —goſſips, midwife, friends, and neigh- 
bours—ſhe burſt forth with open contempt : and her 


1 drew out the wide mouth, and mocked at the heir- 
apparent. 


$5 


225 . 
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apparent. This contempt and raillery fell on the 
Higher Powers, who had given the princeſs ſuper. 
natural ſtrength, and by virtue of whoſe promiſe 
and promiſed power the heir was brought forth 
und they who thus mock are fare to have their bands 


made ſtrong, Iſa. xxvili. 223% 
= | „ 


a SHPPHERD. 
2417 Cl A 


And was ſhe 2 y in the royal pavilion wo 


this? I ſhould have thought, that at this great feaſt, 
when all the matrons who attended the groaning were 


preſent, hat they would have impannelled and ap- 


pointed both a female council and jury, and have 
anſfiſted on a repetition 0 re· execution of the ſent» 


ee of mn 


ec 


TE WAR D. 


7 


e the princeſs received counſel "dy, any | 


of the ladies at court, on the weaning: day, or not, 


is not certain; however, the ſentence was repeated 


and ratified by the Higher Powers, and both the 
mother and the ſon were baniſhed the royal pavilion 


for ever. Since that time ſhe has borne no other 


name than The Bond-. bogd- ſlave, who had 
been uſed as a concubine, and was baniſhed for, her 
inſolence: and the child is called A child of the fleſo, 
a ſon of the bond woman; a ſervant, becauſe his 
| mother was not free; and an ente child, or 


SHEPHERD. 2 


And has neither . nor any of her poſer 


ever 


$73 7 8 8 | 
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| ever been allowed by the Higher Fotvers to enter 
the royal pavilion ance: 3 


* 
er 
- f 2 
„„ SS 


| STEWARD; #99 991 9/11 9G 
No: the ſentence has never been revoked ; but 
has been explained and re-enforced fince ; by which 
they are prohibired, not only entering the royal pa- 
vilion, but even the chapel- royal alfo, and that by | 
an eternal ſtatute: A baſtard Gall not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord: even to his tenth generation 
ſhall he not enter into the congregation of the Lord, | 
Deut. xxiii. 2. Thus the prohibition reaches to 
the tenth generation, and allows no > grant or toler- 
ation then. 83 f | 
0 sREPHERD. 
This eaſily accounts for the conduda of the He; | 
rexes. No doubt but ſome ſcraps of the language 
of the court, and of the orders of the palace, go- 
vernment of the houſehold, and external privileges 
ſuch as circumciſion, ſacrificing, hypoeritical petition- 
ing, formal devotion, and. ſham te ivity—were handed 
down by tradition from age to age; which muſt ren- 
der them capable of deceiying even the dee 
while ; in a ſtate of nonage or mindſet; 1 


* 


SWA _ 
Their great orandiriothes deceived the princeſs 
herſelf; for, when ſhe: came home from baniſhment 
by order of the Highel Powers, and bad rehearſed 
the orders that ſhe had received in the ears of the 
Panne ſhe e her for years; and her bond 
children | 
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children have ſtaggered the heirs of promiſe to this 
day, as much as ever their great-grandmother ſtag- 


gered the free woman. 


SHEPHERD, 


But, as he was to be a wild man, „ and his hand 


ce againſt every man, and every man's hand againſt 
« him” (Gen. xvi. 12), it is as impoſſible to recon- 


cile, or bring about an union between theſe two 


| parties, as it is to make the ſheep and the goats one 
fold; and it muſt be a preſumptuous undertaking 


to attempt to effect it. 


STEWARD. DT 


A will man he is, and wild he will be, for ſovereign 


dlemency will never tame either him or his. A child 
of the fleſh he is called; and be children of the fleſs, 


theſe are not the children of the King; but the children 


of the promiſe [in oppoſition to them] are counted for 


the ſeed, Rom. ix. 8, Hence the Divine proclama- 
tion, I am the Fehovah of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 


This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto 
all generations, Exod. iii. 15. From which name and 


memorial the Hagarenes and Iſhmaelites are ex- 


cluded for ever. 

SHEPHERD, 
And yet, when the King of kings viſited the 

{Lowland Palace, he 3 many of theſe in the 

houſe; yea, I believe the palace was filled with 

—— red net net Crna] 


STEWARD. 
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STEWARD, 


He did ſo; but he told them that the ſervant 

ſhould not abide in the houſe for ever, but the ſon 
abideth ever, John viii. 35. And he was as good 

as his word: for he left Jeruſalem in bondage with 
her children ; and at laſt left their houſe deſolated 
unto them, in the ſame caſe with Hagar, who was 
a figure of it, until provoked. to the utmoſt; and 
then he burnt the palace over their head, and num- 
bers of them in it; and went into another country, 
and built another. And, at laſt, vifited this our 
iſland ; and ſpread his royal pavilion over us, in this 
our glorious holy mountain beteween the ſeas, where 

| Antichriſt has long wiſhed to plant he tabernacles of 
his palaces: which ſpot his children are contending 
for now, and which will be gained over in time to 
their father; and then he ſhall come to his end, and 
none ſhall help him, Dan. xi. 45. And, after that, 
the King will build up a city, and a manſion, that 

| ſhall for ever Foun the Seed Royal from the Ha- 


garenes. | g 
SHEPHERD» 


* 


1 5 why was the mocker cold; a wild man! 2 


STEWARD. 


Chiefly, becauſe the Hagarenes were never to be 
tamed by grace. Their original was aid they were 
to be wood. rangers in the wilderneſs, in a wild aud 
uncultivated ſoil; live at a wild rate, by robbery 
and Wie, which is a wild and extravagant manner. 


They 
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They are wild in their manners, practices, and cuſ- 
toms; wild in their religious ſentiments and notions; | 
wild in their language; and wild in their ſpirits, 
which will never be tamed, humbled, or reconciled 
to the Seed Royal —and yet they uſe every artifice 
and ſtratagem to enſnare them; to palm. baſtards 
upon the King, and to fill the palace with them, 


$22} ; . "SHEPHERD, © 
And yet they muſt know that they cannot finally 
I nor deſtroy the King” 8 children, much leſs 
the King himſelf. And if they know this—as I think 
LET they, muſt, by the King' 8 undeceiving all that have 
been deceived by them, and by diſcovering the hy- 
pocriſy and bringing to a fearful end ſuch numbers 
of baſtards as have been palmed upon him to per- 
ft, in defiance of all demonſtrations, and all con- 
victions raiſed by them, and that for ſuch a number 
of years together, ſhews they are as indefatigable 
and unwearied in miſchief as the dog Smut; who, 
When he gets a ſheep or a lamb by the ear, never 
lets go his hold till his teeth meet, or his hold be 
torn out, unleſs he be called off, or choaked off 
and he barks and growls while he holds them, till he 
is ready to ſplit the drum of their ear. I have ſeen a 
poor lamb, after the dog has been called off, ſtand 
and pant for breath; reel and ſtagger like a drunkard; 
and be 1 in ſuch a fright and confuſion, as not to know 
2 where it is, nor be able to feed at t quiet for months 
1 together. 3 | TT 


+» ad 
R 2X ha 


* * 
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STEWARD. 


12 


If he tears their ears at that rate, na * ſhould . 
be cropped. Moſt 7 crop the "I of their . 
dogs. | . 7 

PETS SHEPHERD, 

We have two dogs. My Maſter has broken the 8 
of L1on, Pſalm lviii. 6, but not the teeth of Saur; 
which, I ſuppoſe, is omitted, that he may give them 
a pretty good ſhaking who are toſſed as. a prey to his 
teeth. But to return to our ſubject about the 
Ra It appears to me, by what you Wavy- 
ſaid, Sir, that Hagar's firſt crime was aſpiring to 
government and ſovereignty. 5 2M 


STEWARD. 


As ſoon as ſhe had conceived—which was ba! a 

carnal and an unlawful conception at beſt the firſt 
crime ſhe committed was, that /h deſpiſed the bleſſed 

Mother of many nations, whom the King had bleſſed. 
and made ſo. The deſolate, who had 0 Divine 
Huſband, deſpiſed the married Wife; and this deſola- 

tion is applied to all who hate the free-born daughters 

of Sarah to this day: They that hate the Ju Jy ww 
| pang Pſalm xxxiv. 21% 


SHEPHERD {© 3 # fart 

It appears to me, that the next thing ſhe had in 

view was ſuperiority: ſhe aimed at the commanding 

chair ; for ſhe ſcorned her ſuperior, and her goverit- 
ment alſo. _ | e Re 
Es STEWARD. ; 


' 
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STEWARD. 


She did ; ,and, by ſo doing, turned the ſeat of 
command into a ſcorner's 1 5 and was dealt with 
© accordingly. In ſhort, Self-will was her law: at 
equality with the Prince himſelf ſhe aſpired; at the 
princeſs of the houſehold ſhe was diſguſted; and 
at the abſolute government of the royal pavilion ſhe 
aimed; and for exalting herſelf ſhe was abaſed. 


| SHEPHERD. 

And it appears to me that her ſon acted the ſame 
part, He laid a claim upon the prince, as his fire; 
and expected to become his heir—heir of his dignity, 


of his bleſſings, promiſes, covenants, royalty, do- 
minions, and perſonal property—and that by un- 
lawful and carnal deſcent ; for he was but an ille- 


gitimate child of the fleſh, or a baſtard, at beſt. 
A pretty heir, truly, to inherit the treaſures of ſove- 


reign grace, and the bounties of divine providence! | 


The wild man would have cut a noble figure in the 
heavenly country; and in the city which hath foun- 
dations, whoſe maker and builder is God! 


s TE WAR D. 
Free-will was his law; pride and an 
were his motives; at ſovereignty he aimed; and, 
when the heir of promiſe, the heir-apparent, the 
type of the great King, appeared, he forbore not to 


mock at the infant; and, by deſpiſing that liitle one, 


he deſpiſed the King that ſent him, and was baniſhed 


for ever. | 
5 9 SHEPHERD. 
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4 


, OY SHEPHERD. 


4 7. the reaſon why Hagar is called deſolate: it is 
becauſe ſhe was without God, as Sinai is, of which 
ſhe is the figure—and Iſhmael is-called the bond on, 
becauſe he is in bondage to the law; and, if ſo, he 
muſt be under the curſe of it. Self-will,' and de- 
ſpiſing ſovereignty, were the bane and deſtruction 
of both the mother and the ſon. 


\ 


STEWAR De 


| - They were; and you have touched upon their cha- 
racteriſtics, which are left upon record for a caution 
to all generations. They are called the children of 
the fleſh; and are ſaid to walk after the feſh, inſtead 
of walking in the Spirit; to deſpiſe government, and 
refuſe to ſubmit to the ſovereignty of the King of 
kings. Preſumptuous are they : they preſume with- 
out Divan leave; and venture to build their hopes, 
and to advance, and affirm (to others), without a 
Divine warrant, Self-willed, they ridicule and op- 
| Poſe, contemn and blaſpheme, the ſovereign will of 
their Maker, the decrees and counſels of it; exalt 
themſelves to ſovereignty, and make eil their 
law. They are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, 
2 Pet. ii. 10. They are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 
the uncontroulable power and ſovereign {ſway of the 
King of ſaints; and the delegated power of the 
elect, who are made kings and prieſts: yea, both 
are ſpoken evil of without fear; ys 2 aſcribed to 


Abaddon himſelf! 1 ee - 
K ; "SHEPHERD, 
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| SHEPHERD. 
He is a wild mar indeed! and the wild man ſeems 
to live in all the children: and I am ſure the pro- 
phecy will be fulfilling to the end of time; for he can 
neither forſake his principles nor his practices till 
God withdraws his prophecy—and therefore his 
hand will be againſt every loyaliſt, and every loyaliſt 
will have his hand 5 him, as long as WE world 
ſtands. 


STEWARD. 


: And AR too; for they will hate the ſeed-royal 

even in the gloomy regions: nor will the children 
5 of Zion find any love to them in the realms of bliſs, 

though filled with immortal love. | 


SHEPHERD. 


5 This accounts for their ſculking about thi palace- | 

royal: it is to make the children ſeHEwilled; to ſet 
them to deſpiſe the ſovereignty and government of 
their royal Father; to ridicule the laws of Zion; 
and to ſlight the royal apparel of Mordecai, by whom 
the zwelfare of 1ſrael is fought, and by which he VE” 

n to all his feed. 
STEWARD. 


In fo, that is their whole work, except 0 
Ada the walls of Zion, and debaſing the royal 
family to an equal footing with themſelves. Theſe 
things are enforced by all the magicians, ſorcerers, 
Mrologers and prognaſticators, that ever have appeared, 
a . ge | | or 


-_ 
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or ever r will appear, in the magogues of. the Hagarencs 
And I know that there is neither prince nor prin- 
ceſs in all the King's houſehold but would find, if 
they would obſerve carefully, the ſame things, ſug» 
geſted to them in ſecret, even by Abaddon himſelf ; 
which is a manifeſt proof of his being the author of 
theſe rebellious.and deſtructive tenets, and the chief 
tutor of thoſe academicians. | 


* 


SHEPHERD. 


I believe you are right: though ſometimes 
dhaddon. comes as an angel of light, and ſuggeſts 
theſe things; while be operates in the blood, tickles 
the fleſhly feelings, ſoftens the paſſions, ſtirs up the 
corrupt affections (Rom. i. 26) of nature, and 
drowns the cheeks. with tears. Vet rebellion, ſelf- 

will, and deſpifing government, boil up at the bottom: 
and often, when he is not likely to ſucceed with 
candour, he will bring the ſame things with rage and 
violence; and, if he cannot fix them in the heart, 
he will buffet the mind with them till he renders it 
incapable of attending to any thing fb 


— * 


STEWARD. 


He will, But the moſt uſual way is by a pre- 
paratory doſe, which gives motion to the fleſhly 
paſſions, attended with tickling the ſympathetie 
feelings of nature; and then the pill, this bread of 
deceit, gilded with candour, is ſwallowed down, but 
afterwards the month is filled with gravel, Prov. xx. 17. 
And I _ by ſound experience. that ſuch muſt 

* be 


_ 
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be purged with byſop before ever they can find 
QuizTNEsS IN THEIR BELLY, Job xx. 20 


* 


SHEPHERD, 


Whether Smut growls, or whether he fans, 1 
know he aims at nothing but biting, deſtroying, and 
devouring, both the ſheep and lambs. , 


STEWARD. 5 

And I know that the Hagarenes and Athaliah are 
both agreed in conſpiracy; for nothing leſs is in- 
tended than cutting off all the ſeed royal, 2 Kings 
xi. 1. For my own part, I am as much hurt if I 
ſee any of the King's children with Hagar's boys, 
as you are at ſeeing a lamb in the jaws of Smut. I 
have formerly obſerved Little Faith, after ſtealing 
away to get among them, when he has come home, 
even when he was a little thing, not much higher 
than a-7wopenny loaf, he would juſtle up againſt me, 
and mutter enough to convince me where he had 
been, and to diſcovef the wretched rebellion that 

Tae had inſtilled into the mind of the child. 


SHEPHERD. 
Why, what could ſuch a little piſmire 10 | 


STEWARD, 


| t He would prim up his mouth, blink with 
: kis eyes, look this way and that way, and then 
begin—* I wonder the King has not more children. 


Ce Why don't he Mt: ſome of the other ſort of 
bh, * boys? 
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« boys? Why don't he adopt all? I find a love 
1 to them; and, if I love them, how much more 
*© muſt He love them whoſe name and nature is love! 
« as you yourſelf ſometimes have owned, Mr. 
« Steward!” 
| SHEPHERD. - 

Then Little Faith thinks the King is juſt ſuch an one 
as himſelf, Pſalm l. 21. And, pray, what anſwer 
did you give the little 5 1 | 


STEWARD. 


I told him that y and Wherefore were not pro- 
per words for infants ; and that neicheł the Queen, 
the children, nor the ſervants, were allowed the uſe 
of them, eſpecially in a rebellious way, when find- 
ing fault with the proceedings of his Majeſty, zoho 
works all things after the counſel of his own will. 
And I farther told him to bridle his tongue, and 
take heed that he did not affe# a company of rebels, 
nurſe a ſpirit of conſpiracy, deſpiſe the government 
of his Father, and aim at ſoyereignty himſelf, till 
he hung in an oaks and periſhed 1 in his ne like 
Auſalum. g 
SHEPHERD. 


And wa did he take it? Would * countenance wn 


| ſtand * ? 
STEWARD. 


He could eaſily perceive that I knew where he 
bad been; and that I gave an anſwer to what was in 
his heart, as well as to what came out of his mouth. 

Ky. As 


10 irony of krrrir FAITH, 

As to his looks, he appeared like a dog chat had 
burnt his tail in the cook's kitchen, and was ſculk- 
ing away to bis kennel with ao and bell at his 
heels. | 

SHEPHERD. 

This ſhews that their own conſcience is point- 
blank againſt ' their rebellion, as well as the King 
and the ebend of Zion; for the countenance, even 
of a child, cannot ſtand before an appeal Þ'either. 


STEWARD. 

There never was a Hagarene in'the world, nor 
even one of the ſeed royal, when ſednced'by them, 
that could ever ſtand one minute juſtified before the 
bar of his own conſcience; though he may expect to 
ſtand before the throne of divine judgment, think- 
ing there will be leſs diſcernment, or more lenity, 
from terrible majeſty, than is to be found or obtained 
in a court of equity. Tf one man fin againſt another, 
the judge ſhall Judge him; but if be fin againſt the King, 
obo ſhall intreat for him? 1 Sam. ii. 2. 


SHEPHERD. 


Pray, did they neverſend Little F aich hame mut- 


tering againſt the apparel of the court? for they are 
moſt deſperately enraged againſt that, 


STEWARD, | 


T " is eafil y accounted for — for they at are expreſsly 


called the children of the Ned, the offspring of the 
3 TY father ; 00s as is the 1 head, ſuch are 
they 
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they all that are earthy. While their great grand- 
father ſtood in the fleſh, he wore no apparel but that 
of his own W but, when he was brought 
to judgment, {tripped of his aprons, and the ſhame 

of his nakedneſs expoſed to view, he very cordially 
received one ready made, freely beſtowed, and kindly 
put on, by another; nor did he ever find peace till 
then. 5 

SHEPHERD, 


I * did Little Faith never mutter nothing 
againſt the royal robes when he uſed to come home 
from-the Hagarene caſtle ? 


STEWARD. 


Ob. I remember, he once told me * he 
thought the Hagarenes were as well qreſſed as the 
King's children. And as for Fack, and Charles, 
and Tom, he had heard them ſay that they never fell 

down, nor bedaubed their clothes, in all their lives; 
nor is there a ſpeck upon them to this day. 


SHEPH ERD. 


A likely matter, that children ſhould be 1 more 
clean and pure hs roll all the year round in a 
A” 0 thoſe who are kept in the King 5 

4+ S8 TEWAR PD. 

And as to the royal robes,” ſays Little Faith, T 
te they laugh at them; and I think they are full as 
well dreſſed as any of my brothers and ſiſters. 

LS « Beſides,” | 


* 


* * * 
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<< Beſides,” ſays he, ce if we all wear robes alike, 
_ **© we ſhall not know one from another: Hagar's 
c boys wear every one his own clothes, and they 
always appear well dreſſed: and, for my own 
“ part, I ſhould like it beſt, if I RE wear my on 
et apparel.” Ta. 1 r. 


SHEPHERD. 


And what could you 2 to the etl, pert, « cor- 
* thing ? 


STEWARD... 


I always gave it him when I got him alone. I 
told him that his Belly would ache by and by; and 
then he would cry out O that 1 could ſee the 
King's face! He never kiſſes me as he does the 
e other boys.” I told him that, while he affected 
the dreſs of the Hagarenes, he ſhould never know 
what the kiſs oß his Father, nor even what a gracious 
ſmile from him, means: for the King never em- 
braced: nor kiſſed any child in all the palace till he 
was humbled for his pride, brought to contrition, 
ſtripped of his old clothes, and ſubmitted to have 
the bet robe put on him, a ring on his finger, and ſhoes 
on his feet, Luke xv. 22. The beſt robe, the ſmiles, 
and the kiſs, always go together. Vea, and he had 
the impertinence once to tell me, that the Hagar- 
enes are never puniſhed, whipped, nor flogged, as the 
children at the palace are: they never knew what it 
was to be troubled or Plagued, borſed or whipped, or to 
have a weal'in their back, in 1 all their lives. . 


2 


Bibel | SHEPHERD, 
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SHEPHERD. 


I am ſurpriſed at the inſolence of Little Faith, 
What anſwer could you give him? Surely it is a 
juſt obſervation of Wiſdom, that fooliſhneſs is 3 : 

in the heart of a child, and the rod of correctign ſhall | 
drive it out, Prov. xxii. 15. © Yea, thou ſhalt 
& heat him,“ ſaith Wiſdom, btb the rod, and Je- 
* liver his ſoul from hell.” Prov. xxiii. 14. And 
ſurely Little Faith groaned for Mrs. Birch! _ 


STEWARD. | 

Yes, and he had her too : for, according to ile 
power given me for edification, I went to him with 
the rod (1 Cor. iv. 21), and told him that be 
things which he feared were like to comp upon him. 
He was afraid of being called a baftard : but, if be 
was Without cbaſtiſement, of which all the King's chil- 
dren were partakers , that he was a baſtard, and not a 
ſon, Heb. xii. 8. And that what he had ſaid proved 
that all the Hagarenes were boffards: they had no 
changes, and therefore feared not the King. I have 
threatened him, rebuked him, and whipped him, till 
he hath bellowed again; and run behind the pillars 
of the hall, under the fair-caſe, behind the door, 
under the ſeats, or any where, ſo as he could but 
get out of my fight. But I knew he dared not carry 
any complaint to the King, nor even run away; nor 
could he ever get out of the reach of my tongue, 
nor out of the ſight of my eye, nor from the ſtripes 
that I had given him, nor from the N which 


I had brought in * him. 
| SHEPHERD, 


* > 


ache! 
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I dare ſay he hated you in his heart. And doubt- 


leſs others of the houſehold have often healed his 
hurt ſlightly, and cried Peace to him, before the King 


had ſpoken peace (Jer. vi. 14); and repreſented you 


as taking (like Moſes) oo much upon you, and uſing 


too great ſeverity, —But this never cures the 5. 


STEWARD. 1 
I knew the King's pleaſure concerning him; uſed 


his rules with reſpect to my dealings with him; 
ſecretly put up my petitions in the behalf of him; 
and expected the fulfilment of the King's promiſe, 
namely, that he wwho reproveth him ſhall find more fa- 
a vour in his eyes than he that flattereth with his lips, 


Prov. xxviii. 23 —and ſo I always found it. And! 
told him, moreover, that the Hagarenes boaſted of 
their whole backs ; but they never told him how many 
. firipes baſtards were beaten with in the black me 


when they. were caſt into outer darkneſs. 


"SHEPHERD. 


bis is levelling the walls of Zion with a witneſs; | 


} leading the children through the breaches ; and diſ- 
figuring the royal family, till they -are ſcarcely 
"known from the natives of Maſbech, which are loiter- 


ing about the 7ents of Kedar, One of the royal fa- 


mily, in ancient times, groaned in ſpirit only at a 
fight of theſe rude boys : Woe is me, that I ſoj ojourn in 
Fl — and dwell in the tems of Kedar,” Pſalm cxx. 3. 


8 Tea, 
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Vea, he declared that he would 'rather be à dbor- 

keeper at the King's bouſe than dwell in the tents of 

 witkedneſs, How dreadfully, therefore, muſt the 

manners ef Little Faith be corrupted, when he ap- 

proved, and even admired, the converſation ang 
en of the . ! 


STEWARD. 


He really was awfully corrupted, and that is wor 
they aim at. When any of the young princes, or 

| princeſſes, have invited any of the more accompliſhed 
or more T7efined among Hagar's family to come to 

any of the King's fæaſts, and have ſpoken reſpect- 

fully of the cler or fleward's fidelity, telling them, 

that he is ſure to furniſh the table with whatever the 

King allows ; that he keeps . back, nor hs wy 
thing aſide for himſelf.— | 


| SHEPHERD, 

Excuſe my breaking in ſo abruptly—but what 1 
was going to ſay is, that thoſe, very things which 
they mention as inducements to bring them, are the 
very things which their ſoul hateth: they can never 
banquet on ſuch things as theſe, nor enjoy their 

 folen morſel, while ſuch diſhes are before them. Fools 
can only feed upon fooliſhneſs, Prov. xv. 14. Strong 
meat never fits well upon thoſe who fill their 00 5 
with the eaſt wind, Job xv. 2. | 


 *STEWARD, 
Not that, indeed—for I. have obſerved, when I 
have ſeen the young princes and princeſſes leading 


5 
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them through the dre/ing apartments into the dining 
room, that, as ſoon as they have caſt their eyes on 
the royal robes, they have given ſuch a ſecret, fly, 
contemptuous, inveterate leer, or glance, that I could 
compare their faces to nothing but the image of the 
devil that I once ſaw, who is repreſented as peeping 
out under the battlements of Lixcorx MinsTER, 
And, even at table, they could eat nothing of the 
King's meat. They acted as their Gibeonitiſp rela- 
tions did when they came to Joſhua —they came not 
to take hold of the King's covenant already made, but 
"to make a league with him, Joſh. ix. 6; and therefore 
they brought their own old ſhoes, old garments, and 
their monldy bread, with them, Joſh. ix. 3. To have 
their feet ſbod, their ſouls fed, and themſelves en- 
robed, at the King's expence, they cannot away with, 
Juſt ſo do theſe Hagarene ladies act: they carry 
their own cruſt in their /azchels, and fit and mumble 
it like a ſquirrel ; while their hearts, like a pouting 
5 pigeon, ſwell with indignation at every diſh that 
| ſands before them, and even at the poor ſervant 
alſo who attends the table. In ſhort, they want 
nothing of the King but his name; nor any favour 
of him, but to nurſe their pride, and get honour 70 
- themſelves before the elders of the people, The univer- 
ſal language of every Hagarene ſtands upon record 
thus: In that day ſeven women ſhall take hold of one 
man, ſaying, ** We ill eat our own bread, and wear 
* our own apparel ; only let us be called by thy name, 
4e 76 take away our reproach.” Iſa. iv. 1. 


PF 
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SHEPHERD. 
It is ſurpriſing to me that the young princes and 
princeſſes do not ſee through ſuch-perſons them- 
ſelves, for ſome of the King's children are very diſ- 
cerning ; and I am ſure they muſt be all fo, if they 
take after either their father or their mother. 


STEWARD. 


When any of the Hagarenes come to the palace, 
they never come without a maſt, or a veil. The 
penitent Feweſs at the feet of the Meſſiah never ap- 
peared with more fimplicity, fincerity, contrition, 
and devotion, than they do. They are ſwift to 
hear, and ſlow to ſpeak. Of loyalty, and love to the 
King, they talk ; of their unworthineſs, they com- 
plain ; for ſuperabounding ſervice, they contend; 
and, to all you can ſay they give their apparent 
conſent, if they perceive any at the table who have 
the gift of diſcerning of ſpirits, 1 Cor. xii. 10, With 
this maſk, this veil, this garb, this feigned coverſa- 
tion, and this apparent aſſent and conſent, they de- 
ceive legions, by ingratiating themſelves into their 
affections, and obtaining a charitable opinion of 
them; inſomuch that the watchmen's alarms and 
warnings, the King's proclamations and declara- 
tions, together with all the counſel and advice of 
his Majeſty's domeſtics, ſhall hardly gain credence; 
if they ſhould ſound an alarm, and uy 3 
thoſe arch deceivers. 


SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD. | 


This is the only way to ſet the King 8 fred on 4 
level with the baſtard race, indeed ; for, when they 
have ſtripped the King's thildrds of their orna- 
ments, led them into a rebelhous ſpirit, and dreſſed 
themſelves up in their maſquerade dreſs in ex- 
ternal appearance, the latter muſt cut the beſt figure, 
One would think it impoſſible, under the penetrat- 
ing eye of the King, to counterfeit the garb, lan- 
guage, . countenance, and ornaments, of the Seed- 
royal, to ſuch a degree as that, 


STEWAR 9. 


It is 4520 to the higheſt pitch of deception; and 
ſerves to ſhew us that there is an uncommon beauty 
in real religion, our enemies themſelves being Judges 
or elſe the worſt of men would never be at ſuch pains, 

and run ſuch perilous riſques, only to appear in a 

| counterfeit garb of it. Shepherds in rural life are 
ſtrangers to the arts and artifices which are uſed in 
metropolitan cities. It is not impoſſible to meet, 
in the public ſtreets, an engaging figure of a woman, 
that to all appearance ſhould not exceed forty years 
of age—when, were you to be ſmitten with love, 

and eſpouſe the object, you might be as much de- 
ceived in the morning as Jacob was, who eſpouſed 
Rachel, and was beguiled with Leah. Her teeth 
might be manufactured by the dentiſt; her orna- 
mental hair, taken from the creft of a horſe, put on, 
AGE coloured, by the hair-dreſſer; her raddy, or 
| blooming 
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; blooming face, be the art of the perfumer ; her hips 
purchaſed at the milliner's ; and her feer ſet off by 

the craft of Saint Criſpin—inſomuch that you might 
throw all that ftruck you, and one half of the bulk 
that you eſpouſed, into the rag-bag ; and what little 

remained might be found, upon proof, to be old 
enough to be your mother. Eyes, eye-brows, tgeth, 
kair, arms and hands, legs and feet, have been made 
in Fleet Street, as well as in 9 


SHEPHERD. 


If this be the caſe, it looks as if moſt vinyls 
would wiſh to be their own makers - mender, at leaſt. 
And if all that you ſay be true, were I ever to be in 
any of theſe great cities, I ſhould ſuſpe& every en- 
gaging perſon to be an automaton figure, inſtead of 
the work of Jehovah's hands. | 


STEWARD. 

| Wiſer men than you or I have been deceived; and 
you are a ſingular ſhepherd in ſucceſs if you never 
had a wolf in ſheep's clothing among your flock. All 
that I have ſaid about external deception is not more 
artfully carried on than internal diſguiſe is by the 
Hagarene ladies. I have often obſerved, when any 
of the young princeſſes have invited any of the more 
refined of them to the royal banquets, if any of the 
tutors have been mentioning any thing reſpecting 
his Majeſty's ſovereignty, his eternal and diſcrimi- 
nating love, the royal law of liberty, his Majeſty's 
ö will 
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will being his children's rule, the immutability of 
the King's counſel and clemency, the royal robes 
of the family, the certainty of all who are of the 
blood-royal coming to inherit the kingdom and the 
throne of glory, &c. it has been enough; off went 
the maſk; the demure countenance hath viſibly 
faded ; the palpitations of the heart have beat un- 
commonly high; the ſheep's clothing has given 
way; the ornaments, cawls, bracelets, and mufflers, 
have all fallen off together; and, © inſtead of well- 


„ ſet hair, there has been baldneſs; inſtead of a 


66 girdle, a rent; inſtead of a ſtomacher, a girding 
<« of ſackcloth ; and burning with rage inflead of 
e Zion's beauty.“ Ia. chap. iii. 


SHEPHERD. 


Then ſuch is the beſt converſation that can be 
brought forth in order to diſcover os and PR 


| them c out. | 
STEWARD, 


It is, for it either mends them or makes them 
- worſe. The King hates a feigned loyaliſt, or a Juke- 


warm profeſſion of his name and cauſe; and ſay S, 
8 he would they were either cold or bot. 


SHEPHERD, 


— 


I know they muſt either be loyal to him or Mam- 
mon ; they muſt hate one of the two, and hold to 
the other. Pray, did you ever ſee any of them there 

when the ſervants have been bringing ae the EY 97 
for 7 of the children ? 


a 


\ 
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Ves: and have witched alot countenances nar- 
rowly, and obſerved the eontem ptuous glances they 
have given at it; while their hearts have heaved 
with indignation, as bad as the heart of Haman, the 
Jews enemy; who, notwithſtanding all his proſpe=. 
rity, his increaſe in riches, in children, and in favour 
with the King, was not ſatisfied while Mordecai the 
Jew ſat at the gate. It is the hammer of truth that 

breaks the egg, draws forih the vier, and ſends them 
home, like Haman, mourning, and having their head 
covered, Eſth. vi. 12, a | 


— . 


o& muſt ; infect tek they hear of the King's 
4 and that evil is determined againſt . 12 8 6 
the Bate 6 Eſther vii. Ms - = 


| E 4 | ' 7 


STEWARD. 


| They will all act as Haman aide] at 1 1p 

to make requeſt for their life to the queen: and beg oil 
of the, Seed- royal too, when the King appears in 
perſon; for their lamps will go out as ſoon as the 
Archangel's trump alarms their conſciences, and 
proclaims the Pt. at band. | 


SHEPHERD A OM 

If the © righteouſneſs of the King be the children* $ 

5 6e only brightneſs, and his Salvation their only lamp 
1 * burneth,” Ila. Ixii. 1, no ſparks of human 
XI" L — 


hn 
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kindling can blaze before divine radiance, or maintain 
their flame before divine ſalvation, which is an eternal 
lamp. Sun, nioon, and ftars, ſhall all withdraw 
when the Sun of Righteouſneſs appears. And, can we 
expect ſtrange fire to ſtand the conflagration of divine 
wrath, when the work of Jehovah's bands, the lumi- 
naries of heaven, fail! Nay, Behold (faith the King), 
all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs yourſelves about 
with ſparks; walk in the light of your fire, and in the 
ſparks that ye have kindled : this ſhall ye have of mine 
Hand, ye mm lie down in forrom, Iſa. I. 11. 
N En STEWARD, , | 

That is as e end predicted, and he awful 
doom appointed, into which they want to plunge even 
the heirs of promiſe; hy raiſing, rebellion i in their 
minds which they can never quell; and in which 
they have ſo far ſucceeded, . as to make them 4 
Hected for a time; which has expoſed them to 
various puniſhments, but never to baniſhment or 
ifinberitance confiſcation of daily neceſſartes, and be- 
ing probibited the court, have been the ſoreſt pu- 
| niſhments that have ever been inflited on the 
Seed-royal. Iſrael hath never been forſaken of his 
Sovereign, nor have the heirs of promi iſe 10 15 en 
their Sag * FA On 
h SHEPHERD, | on 

| It is well for ſuch as poor Little Faith that the 
” King i is infinitely wiſe, and therefore knows his own 
children; and that he 1 is of one mind, eee none 
can turn bim. e | 


LY 


er F poſs STEWARD. 
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| Little Faith dwells in the boſom of Everlaſting 
Love. They may ſtrip him of his ornaments, 
peace, and happineſs; and ſeduce bim from the 
preſence-chamber, and from the gates of the pa- 
Jace; but never from the King' s favour, for that is 
eternal; nor from the n inheritance, for Wei, 
is fare to all the FOR... he Ron TY 


SHEPHERD. | 


* 


89 7 * muſt be aware of 5 as well as you, 
for their fruitleſs ſoil muſt have appriſed them of it 
beſides, if they can enſhrine themſelves i in the heart 
and affections. of them for a while, it is only. like 

the unſettled affections of a nurſe child, that calls 
all daddy. and mammy who feed it; but, When 
brought home to its own parents, they are all 
forgot. 


* 
— 


STEWARD. 


S0 it is with the King's ſeed: all who affect them 

| ate admired by them, and he that ſtrives for their 
heart and affections is ſure to gain them; but, as 
ſoon as the King ſmiles, the heart, ſoul, and all, 
g90 weeping back again to the King, ſaying— 
0 Lord, our God, other lords befides thee have had 
c. dominion over us; but''by-thee ONLY will we make 
ee mention of thy name.. Aan xxvi. 1 3. l 


j : : | > 
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SHEPHER D. 


And it is but robbing, the King himſelf of their 
bs at beſt ; for the very law that theſe Hagarenes 
contend for tells them that they ſhall love their 
King and Maker with all their heart, and ſoul, and 
mind, andFrength : ſo that they are violators of the 
Lal rule, and robbers of the King e all the 

while er contend for it. 


STEWARD. 


| They are thieves and robbers—and the King 
| gives t them! no o better names. 8 


_— 


SHEPHERD. ITT 


Nor do they deſerve better: for [ ſce clearly that 
the whole intent of theſe Hagarenes, in all their 
proceedings, i is to deceive ; and they ſeem to be as 
deſperate, and'as unwearied in it, as he that ſer them 
on, and keeps them „ . 


41, STEWARD. Eo 

151 is * And to move the bounds that PARTY 
Majeſty has fixed, ſo as to lay all open, and ſet 
the families of heaven and hell on a level, is the 
end aimed at —elſe why are ſo many baſtards diſ- 
guiſed, and puſhed ioto the family? and why are 
ſo many ſnares placed to 3 the Seed-royal, 104 
draw chem avay. Gag ĩ 1 were 


WY 1 & 77 + * 5 as. . 4 . 
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4 


"SHEPHERD. 


3 n they get any of the 1 of the. 
King's ſeed away, whas do © they Toy them? 


: 


; STEWARD. 


The firſt ching tbey attempt is to blind 85 eyes. 
The Hagarenes can do nothing with them, unleſs 
they can blind them. He that has got the ſeeing eye 
will look well 2 his own way. The blind are ſuf- 
fered to lead none but the Blind. They often uſe 


aſtronomical lectures, which lead them to admire _ | 


the wandering ftars. And this ſhews who ſends the 
lecturers— for it is the god of this world that blinds 
the minds of them that believe not, whoever may have 
the honour of being the inſtruments. 


40. 1 SHEPHERD, sho! 
And then, I ſuppoſe, tbey ſerve them as ſome 
ris have ſetved a ſtrolling. ſheep that has 
ſtrayed from my flock' and fold. They were ſore to 
disfigure them: they have fleeced them, and clothed 
themſelves with their wool ; but they never fed 
them—nor could they, for 5 were ſtarving 
themſelves. ache | 6 
STEWARD. d 
I have ſeen Little Faith come bome i in the ſam: 
ſhattered condition; pale and Wan, with a fallen 


countenance and a hungry belly; his robe of bumi- 
lity half off and half on; his ſhoes ſlipped, and with 


fore heels, like a boy that has been after birds neſts, 
with large holes in his * : yea, they have 


5 a madę 


- 


* 
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made bare his legs, and uncovered his thighs, Iſa. 
xlvii. 2; inſomuch, that be walked naked, and they 
ſawy 2 88 Nes. Xvi. 15. . gas 


T3 --: 
* "=. >; 
4 — 4 4 


SHEPHERD. 


And what did you do with him ? Did you let him 
come into the palace in ſuch a trim as that, witli all 
his filthineſs ii In his tirts: ail. . 9. What a figure 
muſt he cut among the reſt of the children! They 
would get about him like a ſhoal of birds; and he 
muſt appear Ale a ſpeckled bird in the midſt of (en, 
Jer. xii. 9. Hence the King's complaint in the fol. 
Towing g verſe : Many paſtors have deſtroyed my vineyard, i 
and trodden ny portion under foot, Jer. x ll 10. ; 


SYS, YSER | ON 
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Indeed he would not come. publicly into the 
company, of the King's children: for he would 
creep, up upon the ſtairs, and bob about upon the 
lobbies, or any where, to get out of ſight; and, if he 
could, bur. borrow or ſteal a needle, he would endea- 
your to draw the holes up, or ſtop tbem, by, putting 
4 piece of new cloth to the old garment, which only 
made the rent worſe, Matt. ix. 16. I have catched 
him croſs legged ere now. What,” ſaid I, © are 
you turned zaylor? You are got at your old 
40 grandfather and grandmother's employ, are you? 

« You are : ſewing your fig-leaves together, Gen. ili, 7. 
* Woe to him that covers with ſuch a covering, If. 
% xxx. 1. The King will trip you, he will. Doſt 
« thou think | to ſtand in 1 the King's preſence like a 

2 | «6 great 
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« great girl in an apron? Gen. iii. 7. Robes, robes! 
&« (Ta. Ixi. 10); you ſhall never ſee the King's face 

« with joy without 7he "ſt FOG; Luke xv. 22. | 


SHEPHER D, 


Why, you ſeem to be 2 to all his ks Ia 
his conſcience he muſt juſtify you, but in his pride 
he muſt hate you: and yet, as a faithful ſervant, he 
muſt both fear and tremble before you; for there is 
majeſty and power in faithfulneſs and honeſty; for 
Wiſdom declares that a fairhful.ambaſſador is health, 


Prov. xiil. 17; and where there is health there muſt 
be power and efficacy. - / , WY 


7 


N 


S TE WAR D. | 
 T knew where he had been, and what he was then 
| about, as well as be himſelf did; for I had formerly 
been at the fame fruitleſs toil and unprofitable. la- 
bour myſelf. And, when 1 bave detected him, he 
would colour up at me, and, look like thoſe who 
accuſed the adultereſs before. the King when: he bid 
the innocent throw the firſt fone: : yea, and when he 


bas gone among the reſt of the children, he would 


| inſiſt that ſome of them had told tales out of ſchool, 


and that the ſteward cov not have n Kithou 
information. : 


We 5 


| . Little Faith! He does not 1 beni | 
| the watchmen do. not find Bin (Cant. iii. 2), nor the 
ſteward diſcover him, that iu is ſure iv find him out 
n Xrxxii. 2 23). And, when once the belly-ache 
| © 4 0.6 frizes 


- 


Fg 


* Fwy: we. iii. ” 33 f ; 71 


; &eſpondency : for we know that he never gets ſuch a 


teaches them to bite cloſe; and, the cloſer they bite, x 
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ſeizes him, the ſbew of his counteract e will witneſs 


STEWARD, | 
Yea; and the countenance of Little Faith is as 
ſare a meſſenger as ever Noah's Hove was, whether 
the tidings be peace or war, fi Rug or health, hope or 


countenance, nor appears naked, while he is look- 
ing to, and waiting on „the King, for gold tried in the 
Are, that he may be rich ; and for white raiment, that 
he may be'clothed; and that the ſbame of his pag 
Should not appear, Rev, 1 iii. 18. 


. SHEPHERD. 


W time | is pretty well expired; the ſheep, will be 


| looking about them, for they are all out upon the 
Sens common Lec ON 


#3 3® 4 


02% 21092 2 429g BARD. 
"Whit it! do you ever l let the ny” run. . upon th | 
coritign ? AIR A * 
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ce two or three days in a week; where they 
get little or nothing, unleſs they creep into ſome i in⸗ 
cloſure whoſe gate bath been left open, and ſo get a 
bite or two among any other of the King's s flocks, 
This does them good: it gives them an appetite, and 


11 . me Aa aig _— wag better they fat. 


ww 


STEWARD p. | 


HISTORY or LITPLE FAITH. 169 


STE WA 1 

well, thought they were never out of the, mea- 
dows except at the time of the King”. s mowings (Amos 
vil. 1), though they are often out of the fold. Be- 
ſides, what does the ord of the-manor ſay when he ſees 
them there! ? for, 52. know, be! 1s the god Up this world. 


SHEP HER D. (2 t 200d e 
The ſheep of the King go in and out, e. nd paſtures 
Ont as well as in. And they. are not'onlyjturned out 
upon the common, but they run, at times, among 
the ſtubble alſo ; and will, until it be all burnt up, Mal. 
iv. 1. If the ſheep were always to lie in fat paſtures, 
they would be apt to act as bad ſhepherds do, 
namely, zread it with their feet, Ezek. xxxiv. 19. To 
prevent which, they are turned out upon the coms 
mons among the briars and thorns, Heh, vi. 8; and 
into the corn Aubble, among the hiles, Hoſ. x. 8. 
This produces ſuch an hunger among them, that 
they are ready to gnaw the bark of the fig-tree, Joel 
i. 7- When their appetite is thus ſharpened, you 
may ſee them, about folding- time, flocking together 
like davks : to ibeir Windorws, When they are turned into 
the ff paſtures for about j2vo hours, they fill them- 
(elves, and lie down to reſt quietly; and, when thus 
fed with a good bite, they always. make a good. fold, 
 Ezek. xxxiv. 14; Which enables them to manure the 
King's Þuſbandry (1 Cor. i Ill, +9) and to enrich the "_= 


n Jer. iv. 3. 
STEWAR 555 


I ſhould think that you would Wy know 6 
: SHEPHERD, | 
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, We rtr. ; 
k I don't know them, the King does, nd 0 5 


"Fx the dog Snus: and, if they come not back to the 


fold, the King generally fetches them, or ſends Smut 
| after them; and, when be gets hold of them, they 
are ſure to come back, though the dog never intends 
to bring them there. His terrible bark in their ears 
Alarms them, a ſenſe of theit danger makes them 
look out fer ehe fold, the King directs their way, 
and ame makes oth. mend el OE; ee 
e BRA 
e 18 V gt} 8e R N N N N ok oy 
But, I fay; what does the lord paramount, the lord 
of this lotwer manor, ſay about the ſheep bring on 
the commons? I ſuppoſe” he would with that the 
goats: ſhould! eome in for all the common on paſtures, 


the ſpontinevus.herbage at ast. a 
Is. * oy - . SY + ''S . 19 ay : 
ko; vi X ox} ai Seas K D. Pry ee Wen; 


0He' cenutaly would but it is not 10 be ſo. Moſt 
moths lod}: that it is hepltby for other cattle to 
bave a few gou/s among them; and the King thinks 
ſo too, or elſe he would not ſuffer it. en certain 


it is that the ſheep keep together, though on one and 


the ſame common, and often cat what the goats 
teave;" and; having the int of the herd all day long bs 
in their noſtrils, it makes them hate the thought ho 

Herding together; for nothing alive finks worſe in the 
noſtrils of a ſheep than an old ram-goat, Dan. viii. 21. 


\ 


5 STEWARD. 
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Notwithſtanding the „int of the goats, you ac- 
knowledge that ſome do ſtray from the fold: and, 
conſequently, from the good Shepherd and Owner 
of the ſheep. And where can they get to, bat among 
the goats? which muſt provoke the Owner to wichs. 
draw from them: and, I think, this is confirmed by 
the dog*s being ſent among them. 


SHEPHER Ds, 
True: and the proverb is verified, When they 

« leave the good Maſter, they ſeldom find a better.” 
But the ſheep generally come faſter back to the fold 
than they do when they ray from it. Smut © is ſure 
to make them run for it. n | | 


Þ IT EWI ADB. 091: DEB 3511 


When he © poſſaſſed the poor Gain among 
« the tombs, who was bound with chains and fet- 
ters, he brake them, and was driven of the devil 
« into the wilderneſs, Zuke viti. 29. And, when 
he entered into the ſzvine, the whole herd run bio- 
2 lentiy down a ſteep place into the lake, Lule viii. 
33. Whether it be a man, a ſhip, or e 80 bs 
_ * muſt needs go when the devil drives. 


SHEPHERD. f 


Yea and he will one day make the goats run with 
as much fury into the ante-typical lake A/phaltites 
(Rev. xix. 20), as ever he made the /ine ru into 


the take of OT: | 
nad 


. 
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sTEWAR D. 9 

It is ſaid that the ſwine hich the devil drove a! 
periſhed in the waters, Matt. viii. 32. And, if all the 
goats and fevine that Satan drives ſhould periſh in the 
lake of fire, and be drowned in deſtruction and perdition, 
the old proverb will have an awful accompliſhment, 
and may be remembered without laughter, namely, 
that © The devil has beonght 4 his _ to a fine! 


“ market! 
Hiigpunny. 


tl 
1 muſt be gone. | 
: + Was s 02 51: 


5 EWARD.' NY wn; nll *? 
Hos often do yoo: fold i in the week : 1 


* 


e ee ” 4 <F 


2 


Wing, ankl frequently. fix- times, in a week, 


- wil Friday be a lr day? „ ee 4 


„ nA. 1 25 


FE auch ſo as any day in the 1 br the 
lheep are ſure ro be on the common both Friday 
and Saturday; but the latter is a buſy day with me, 
becauſe of drawing the water to fill the A and 


1 
| * STEWARD. . 
Will you call at the palace on the Friday A 


noon, if nothing unforeſeen prevent ? Aſk any body 


for the clerk of the kitchen; and, whether friend or 


by | ES hh 


* 
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foe, he will direct you to the Steroard's room, either 

with a fuer of contempt or a file of approbation. 
Ws SHEPHERD, 

I will be ſure to be there, if kind Providence di- 

rect my way. Till then, may the Lord ſend his 


Angel before the Serard, and give him good ſpeed 
- in the buſineſs of his maſter Abraham! 


* 12 s Py 


STEWAR b. 


And may the Fountain of all peace, who brought 
again from the dead the great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, be 
with you; and make you perfect in every branch of 
your paſtoral work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well-pleaſing in his fight! 


2 THE 


HISTORY 
LITTLE FAITY 


WS * 
4 
. ang == n 
* - ; 
: 7 


pDfALogug run SIXTH, | 
* —— ates. 7 
; STEWARD: 
wt Cour in, thou bleſſed of the Lord! Why 
cc ftandeſt thou without? Thou art welcome. to 
- ** the Steward's room, and to any repaſt or refreſhment 


in it. é 1 
SHEPHERD. 


I believe it, otherwiſe I ſhould not have come. 
Wiſdom relates of the hypocrite, that be ſays, 
« Fat and drink,” but his heart is not with thee. 
Therefore, when I am invited by an acquaintance, 
I generally try his heart by my own; for, if my 
beart be not with him, I cannot expect his to be 
with r me. | 

STEWARD. 


2 ＋ rue: © As, in water, face anſwers to face, ſo 


„ doth 
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« doth the heart of man to man.“ Pray, how did 
you * in? 1 
| SHEP HERD. 
1 cam in by the porter*s Eva 


 STEWARD., 
Did the porter ſpeak to you ? 


SHEPHERD. 


Ves, he looked at the crook in my kw, and 
aſked me if I was a ſhepherd. When I told him 1 
Was, he aſked me if I knew ſtrep from goats, I re. 
plied, I hoped I did. He ſaid, there are many 
that call themſelves ſhepherds who do not. I told 
him, I believed there were; but I had been ſo much 
occupied among cattle, that I thought, if my hands 
were cut off, and I were blind in both eyes, that I 
og diſtinguiſh a one from a Bern by my noſe. 


| STE WARD. 
Wha reply did he make? 


unf HiAb⸗ 


He told me, he wondered at that, as I rode 0 
much uuf. I anſwered, I have more noſes than one, 
otherwiſe I ſhould never have known (zs I now do) 
that all the garments [of his Royal Maſter] ſmelled 


of myrrh, aloes, and caſſia, out 1 the or palaces, 
Plalm xlv. 8 


1 
= 


STEWA R D. 


What ſaid he to that? | 
172 7 | SHEPHERD, 


167 
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SHEPHERD. 


— 


He aſked me, with a ſmile, who I wanted ? I an- 
He replied, he 
thought ſo! and directed me to your door; but, as 


ſwered, the clerk of the kitchen. 


] came along, I perceived two doors pretty cloſe to- 
gether, and knew not which to knock at, So I went 


up to an old man who was weeding the gravel-walk, 


and aſked him which of thoſe two doors led to the 


Steward's room ? He told me, be did not know that 
there was any particular room for the Steward, any | 
more than for any body elſe. The lower apartments 


were free for any who choſe to make uſe of them. 


« But if your heart,” ſaid be, * is ſet upon a. gl 


0 room, you may go to the right-hand door, and 
e there you will find a fewward, and a room too, juſt 
« as narrow as yourſelf.” . 


STEWARD. i, 


T he Porter is a loyaliſt every inch of bim: but 
that old man is highly influenced by the Hagarenes, 


and a wonderful advocate for univerſal charity; 


and, I believe, he would get as much comfort to 


his heart, if I was dead, as ever Eſau got by his 


determination to il his brother. However, I never 


ſay any thing to him: he goes on in his own way. 


He has been ſeven years, to my certain knowledge, 
at weeding that walk, and it is juſt as much over- 
run with weeds now as it was s when my 5 firſt began, 
and, I think, more we” 


* 


SHEPHERD. 


WE - 
SS 
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SHEPHERD, 


; There i is no plowing to purpoſe pon a oaks and 
Hs who never erred bath, tald us that all labour is 
you _ vain that is Tor upon om ground. 
E wan 125 + 30M as ti d i ei Hi ot 
| STEWAA P. w #5}. « 

And fo tk poor old ſoul will find it at laſt, for 
it is but ge ſervice at beſt. He always gets in fight 
of the windows; and now and then looks up, to ſee 
if any of the family obſerve his induſtry : not con- 


ideting that the King looks at the goodneſs of the 


Work, and the Beht of the heart, not at the motion 


of the body. However, he vainly dreams of merit- 


ing the King's favour by that fruitleſs toil ; whereas 


the King takes no pleaſure but in the work of his 


own hands, in the hearts of his children, and in the 
loyalty and affections of his domeſtic ſervanty, I was 
thinking, laſt night, that I never remembered to 
have ſeen a dog with you. It is a rare thing to io 
a e withour his dog. | 


| © SHEPHERD... ih d5- 


466 is a plain proof that your eyes were not much 


Wm 2 for I think that I am ſeldom without 


him long together, though fulbfore againſt my will; 


for I hate him with a perfect hatred; and, I believe, ; 


he hates me as much as 1 do him. 


8 STEWARD. 


Cannot you mut him up, chen >) 
ͤ;— 


— 


\ 
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SHEPHERD, / 
No, nor can you. 1 have threatened him, re- 
buked him, ſtoned him, tried to ſtarve him, and 
often driven him; but he ſtill ſculks at my heels; 
and ſculk he will in ſpite of me, as long as I have a 
ow to feed, or W to 2 the crpok. 
n 11841 * _ | 


kan. * 


** 


5 ſuppoſe be now and then comes Sin for a . dad | 
morſel, in wet ſeaſons, w when the rot. gets among the 
flock ; 8 one would think he would hardly 
follow you ſo cloſely, if he 6e heiden bur 2 
vines for his UM. Loo ho ite 
„ 0 BMEPABEDp eee 
26, . He hes not follow for nought. If a ſheep * 
away, he is ſure to ſuck ſome of its blood before it 
comes back: and if any of the ewes gender with any 
other kind, the monſtrous produce falls to Smut; the 
wolf in ſheep's clothing] is ſure to fall a prey to bis 
teeth; all the mule, mongrel, or monſtrous produc- 
tions, are Smut's dainty meat; and he is ſure to 
break all their bones ere they come to the bottom 
of his kennel, It is a true ſaying Dogs will eat 
e dogs. Many a dog which has barked at the 
ſhepberd, left the ſheep, and e 150 vomit, 
has deen devoured "wy Smut, 8 


STE WARD. * 
It is a pity that ſuch 2 voracious creature ſhould 
be permitted to range at large; for, if he rifeth MPs 


10 man nw” of his life, Job xxiv. . 
| SHEPHERD, 
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SHEPH ERD, 


He is ls: but the chain i is ſo long, that * 
can range all over the farm: yea, ſneep in the King's 
paſtures, near to the utmoſt bounds of the King's 
huſbandry (but not beyond their limits), have per- 
ceived him come within a few feet of them, and 
what with ſuch violence, that, when he had run out 
the laſt link of his chain, he has bounded back the 
full diſtance of a bow-ſbot, only by the check of his 
chain; and has left the poor ſheep affrighted, bewil- 
dered, and trembling, ſo that they could neither eat 
nor drink at quiet for many days together. 3 


STEWARD. 


Why don't you petition the King to E 

him? | 7-4 ; 
SHEPHERD. |. 

Many have wiſhed-it, and longed 604 it; #5 the 
King ſays he will ut him up by and by, confine 
him for @ 7hou/and years, and fet a 1575 * bim wa 
5 3), bu not Rs a 


| STEWARD, 


Iti is; doubtleſs, to anſwer ſome wiſe purpoſe. that 
he is permitted to range as he does; for certain it is 
the King doth nothing in vain. 


5 


SHEPHERD, 


L have ſometimes thought that, if it were not * 


Smut, the ſheep would prowl and ſtray away more 


180 : Ar3TOR r oF LITTLE FAITH. 
than they do. But, when they have heard his ter- 
rible, roaring bark,” and felt the force of his teeth, 

they a are ſure Er remember the Fes Job xli. 8. 


by. 
e 0 
r . 1 


. „ "STEWARD: FC 


7 ſuppoſe there. is no 9 of him, or of danger 
Tons him, while the ſheep keep upon! the King's 
walks ; bur, if they creep through the hedge, the 
ſerpent will bite them (Eccleſ. x. 8), if Smut dön't. 
A bedge-creeper cannot ſtafid before Smut, much 
leſs before the CET SHEPHERD. | None is ſo fierce 

| That dure fir him up : Who, then, is able 10 fand be- 
fore Me? job xli. bs 3 


SHEPHERD, | 


3 


They are Tai to prize the King” 8 \themency hid 
have had a conſpicuous deliverance from Smut, and 
who have eſcaped with the ſtin of their Na Job 
xix. 20. Some have been ſo 4wifed in their bowels, 
cramped in cheir muſcles, frrangled. i in their throat, 
and confuſed in their brain, that their heads have 
appeared for a while to ſpin like a top. Smut can 
gripe them (Luke ix. 42)—cramp them (Luke 
iii. 16)—4þrottle- them (Job vii. 19)—and difra# 
them, Pſalm Ixxxvili. 15. Such, when properly 
. clothed, and in their right mind, are ſure to cleave 
cloſe to the Chief Shepherd's feet. Pray, how 
does Little. Faith do * he like the Pg? Ihe 
ny in the * gate! ? 


r . 1 2 o ; * 


1 | ET = STEWARD, 
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5 STEWARD. 


No; L.ittle Faith hath been permitted ately to 

have an interview, and a comfortable ſight of the 
King's face. The laſt time that he was preſſed at 
the gate, he was ſo bad with the belly-ache and the 

beari- burning, that he could not perform his uſuab _ . 
taſks ; and ſo confuſed and confounded, that his highly- 
favoured ceremonies became both loathſome and uſe- 
leſsto him; inſomuch, that he zbrezw the whole of 
them to the moles and to the bars; and ventured to 
petition without his papers, and to walk without his 
crutches, erying out—** My hope is periſhed from 
ce the King! I am cut off for my part! O that I 
e could but ſee the King * 


race! 


SHEPHERD. 


That is the beſt ſtep that ever Little Faith took 
yet. They never hangdong i in the gate who go that 
way to work. The King lifts up the beggar from the 
dung bill, and ſets him among princes, 1 Sam. ii. 8; and 
none beg with fervour but thoſe who are pierced 
with the evil 4rroww of famine; nor do any plead 
with more eloquence than thoſe who. are driven to 1 
by the heart-burn, In this ſenſe the heart of- the 
wiſe teacheth his mouth, and adaeth learning to bis 

lips, Prov. xvi. 23. In deſperate - caſes, Little 
Faith's Human rules and legal rolls, ſtated modes, and 
carnal com poſitions, ancient court-forms and Hr. 
bare ceremonies, get out of favour, out of Fully and 


-% 2 2 
- out of faſhion. Is SHI 
M 3 ' STEWARD, - 


4 
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STEWARD. | 

True; there is no getting into the King's pre- 
fence till theſe ſpiders webs are bruſhed off. And fo 
Little Faith found it ; for, as ſoon as his petition was 
heard, his Arait waiftcoat dropped off, and the gate 
that led from the'place of confinement-opened to him 
of his own accord, Acts xii. 10. 


SHEPHERD; 


He muſt have cut a ſtrange figure in the lv“. 
room, ſuppofing he could have got in with his E- 
leaſed apron, and his head covered with duſt (like the 
head of a duſty miller), by toſſing and tumbling | 
about ſo _ in the ſand-bankd 


| | STEWARD. 1 +; 

38 ſtrange figure, indeed !—but ſuch figures ſhall 
never appear in the King's preſence. They who 
appear there muſt quale, awake, out of their pleaſing 
dreams, put on their beautiful garments, ſhake them- 
ſelves from the DusT, looſe the Bands of their neck, 


and come forth from captivity (Iſa. li. 2, 3), before 
they can fee the King's face with joy. 


8 
42 


sn EP H ER D. 


{Ad did Liule Faith find admittance to 5 
1 Did the wher of the black rod conduct 
him ſo as to find nearneſs of acceſs, to the n 5 


1 porn : 


STEWARD. 


1 
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STEWARD, - 

Ves; and never was one of the $:ed-royal favoured 
with a more delightful interview; nor with a more 
cordial reception by his Majeſty ; nor with more 
endearing embraces of affeQtion, tenderneſs, and 
love; than poor halting, '' hobbling, wavering, 
doubting and fearing, Little Faith—Saying, ** Is 
Little Faith my dear ſon? Is he a pleaſant child? 
« Is he the ſon of my love, and the fon of my vows ? 
Give not thy STRENGTH unto women { my ſon}, 
nor thy ways to THAT which deſtrayeib KR1iNGs."” 
Prov. xxxi. 3. Which was a gentle reproof for his 
adherence to Hagar, and to the demure intrigues of 
the Hagarene ladies; and a plain intimation 15 bis 
delegated right to the throne of celeſtial Majeſty; 
which may be eaſily gathered from the latter part of 
the King's moſt gracious ſpeech - Give not thy 
«. ſtrength unto women, nor thy ways to THAT 
« which deftroyeth Kings.” It is plain that the 
way of the Hagarenes is {ure to deſtroy: but, if 
Little Faith had not been an heir apparent, though 
it might have deſtroyed him as a nan; yet it could 
not have deſtroyed him as a ling. 05 


_ iF 
True. But, are there no ſtatutes, o or ancient re- 
cords of the realm, read at ſuch levee · times, to 
convince an ignorant ſubje, a diſaffected child, or 
5 miſſed loyaliſt, of his errors, in order to caution, 
und ceive, or direct bim! in his future conduct? 


l 


M4 pes Mn e. 
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EE STEWARD: 

Tbere are. An ancient record was proclaimed 
aloud at the interview of Little Faith, and that by 
one of the tings at arms, ſufficient to convince: him 
of his error: as it is written, “ They have taken 
* crafty-counſel againſt thy people, and have con- 
« fſalted againſt thy hidden ones. They have aid, 
“% Come, and let us cut them off from being a na- 
tion, that the name of Mrael may be no more in 
*© remembrance: for they have conſulted together 
© with one conſent ; they are conſederate againſt thee's 
«© the tabernacles of Eabm, and the Iſbmaelitet; of 
% Moab, and the HAAR TNS; Gebdl, and Ammon, 
% and Amalet; the Philitines, with the inbabitanis 
% Tyre. Ali. alſo is joined with them; they 
e have holpen the children of Lot. Do unto them 
as unto the Midianites, as to Nerd; as to Jabin, 
* at the broot of Kifon, which perifted : at Er. dor. 
« They became as dung for the earth. Make their 
< -nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their 
« princes like Zedab, and as Zalmunna; who ſaid, 
Let us take to ourſelves the houſes of the King ih 
4 poſſeſſion, O my King! make them like a ee; 
as the Hubble before the wind, So perſecute them 
with thy tempęſt, and make them "offpie with thy 
« Horm,” Plalm Ixxxiii. 


4 1 2 
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8 nr nb. | D 
iT his muſt aq a cutting recital to Little Faith: IK, 
_— plow deep into his former folly, and lay ps | 


yy, border of his Ro furrows, Hol. x. 10. 
| STEWARD, 
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"STE WARD, 


S a; but the King? s countenance was * con- 
ſpicuous i in his favour, and his pathetic language ſo 
affecting and endearing to Little Faith, that it was 
impoſſible to /ally or caſt down the brilliant luſtre 
of his face, which ſo viſibly * at this court- 
viſit. | 

SHEPHERD. 


"The propitious looks of his celeſtial Mateſty. are 
wonderfully endearing, tranſporting, enlivening, and 
renewing : this I know by bleſſed and happy expe- 
rience; but refleQions upon paſt acts of FANG 
often counterbalance, them. 


0» © grawARD: 

They do ſo. But this was not the cafe with Latte 
Faith: the wrinkles and deep entreuchments of Sinai, 
which had plowed deep on his viſage, were effaced; _ 
his cheeks became plump and round; his countenance 
raiſed 3 a livelineſs, quickneſs, and ſprightlineſs, 
appeared viſible on his face; bis hobbling, or limp- 
ing ſtep, became imperceptible ;, aivity appeared 
in, bis arms, and in all his limbs; bis gait was 
wholly altered; bis ſpeech chavged ; his deport- 
ment became pleafing, his converſation ſavoury, 
and his company admirably engaging. In ſhort, 
we hardly knew whether to call him Little Faith 
in the en or che Rey of as upon bis = 


* \ 
«4 = Þ 
* 


SHEPHERRD. 


* 
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HEPRERD. 
The ancient prediction was verified in poor Little 


Faith “ His fleſh ſhall be freſher than a child's ; he 


5e ſhall return 70 the days of bis youth. He ſhall pray 
e unto the King, and he will be favourable unto him; 


« and he hall ſee bis 8 2010 Joy.” Job Xxxxill. 
* e 


STEWARD. 
He did; and a more joyful interview, a more 


kind reception, few ever met with, than + e Little 


Faith did. 


"SHEPHERD. | 


What ſays Little Faith now about the dothes af 
Jack, Tom, and Charles ? Does be think his priſon- 
garments fit for ſuch court viſits ? or to ſtand in, as 


A court-robe, e his celeſtial Nager 


STEWARD, 115 
He has got his robes on him now, however; ; and 


highly delighted he ſeems to be with them. | The 
firſt night he ſlept in the tate. bed with the King and 


Queen, and had 7hreeſcore valiant men about it. The 


next day he went into the banqueting-houſe, and 
vas ſeated under the King' s banner. The day fol- 


lowing he was handed into the royal gardens, 58 


7 Wer the apple tree. 


T 1 a n REN } vitng | 
bete bels days, indeed, with Tine e 


and, if any thing beneath the ſun would pur the 


aud. 


| ſand- Far" and the Hagarene caſtle out of his heart and 
head, one would think theſe things would do it. 


STEWARD. 
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* 


Falſe haunts and refuges of lies generally appear 


in their true colour, and get out of favour, when 


realities come to be diſcovered and enjoyed. I ſhall 
hear what he ſays by and by: but, at this time, he 
is deeply engaged ; for the King ordered one of his 
| ſervants, Mr. Illumination by name, to take one of 
the King's teleſcopes in his hand, and aſcend the 


height of Zion with Little Faith, and give him a 


proſpect from the eminence thereof, in order to ſhew 


him his Majeſty's empire in the Lowlands, bis own 


- principality alſo, and the nethermoſt frontiers of the 


celeſtial realm. | 
SHEPHERD. | 
This will cure his /quinting. It is ten to one if 
ever he looks two ways at once after this; for his 
eyes muſt be anointed with the King's eye- ſalve be- 
fore he can ſee inviſible things, Rev, iii, 18. 


STEWARD, 


Squinting eyes, and purblind eyes, have bock been 
cured this way; but they never were, nor ever will, 
be cured any other way. And I believe Little Faith 


feels ſomething of it already for I ſaw him clamber- 


ing up the mount as nimble as a bird, with his 
diadem upon his head, and robed down to his feet. 
The ſervant had got him by the hand; and num- 


bers 
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bers of the. royal family were looking after. bim, 
and rejoicing in his preſent proſperity. 


SHEPHERD, 
What i is the ſervant to der Little Faith 3 2 


STEWARD. 


I cannot juſtly tell. The Seed-royal 3 have 
a view of Sinai, and Hagar's Caſtle; for theſe things 
never can be ſeen in their true light but on the 
mount. They are ſhewn Mount Zion on all the 
four ſides; the beauty of her ſituation; her founda- 
tions, munitions, forts, towers, bulwarks, and pa- 
vilions; the King's palace, and the ivory throne; 
the valley of Baca, and the river of life; Jacob's 
ladder, and Iſrael's travels; the brazen Serpent, 


and that which was fignified by it. They have 


alſo a view of the dark mountains, 4 a glimpſe 
of the upper regions. a? | 


© SHEPHERD, 
Do you think that he vi See a perlpectiue view 
of eh KS, AX 
STEWARD. . 


All the King s children are not en alike in 
this particular. Some have perceived the bigber 
cCanopy to open, and the ſecond veil to divide; 
while, in a divine blaze of immortal light, unutter- 
able things have been ſeen and felt. This has been 
granted to ſome, in order to fortify and embolden 
5 them 
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them in future fight or trial, chat they might ſee 
and feel beforehand the manſion they ſought for, 
and for the enjoyment of which þ they. were to be 
made meet by ery trials. | | 


> 
+ an bo 74S + XJ 17 
i „ £ K 3 


= | 425 1 


True, Sir; and ſuch, generally, are tried ſharply 
afterwards, in order to poiſe their minds —otherwiſe 
tbeir rapturous ſouls would pine with ſuch intenſe 
deſire after the celeſtial empire, that it would render 
them incapable of militant affairs. My time is . 
expired, and I muſt be gone; for I ou not give 
an enemy juſt, cauſe to ſpeak evil of me, if I could 

bo it. 


STEWAR v. 


Shall you be buſy all the remining ia of the | 
week ? 8 | Crone” > 
| SHEPHERD, | 2 5 "A 


/ 


» * 3 4 


muſt have the Pers ground, and 18 the pens W 


How Es do Ita lp them in a your? „Hirt 


SHEPHERD. oak 


Our ſtated times of dipping. are four times in che 


year. 
sT EWA RD. 


I chought ſhepherds had obſerved the 988 rule 
with their ſheep that gardeners do with their clo/bes- 


bedges clip them but once a year. 
«| a 55 5 SHEPHERD, 
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8 EPHERD. 


"Short 007 is beſt for this ſort of ſheep. Beſides, 
I am obliged to cy them, in order to clothe MO 
If 1 was to uſe the ears but once a year, they would 
be burdened with wool, and I ſhould be without 
Ke, 


1 


= rk, c 
Pay, does all the wool fall to your ſhare , 


0 SHEPHERD, 


' Ono; only the clippings, whick is a ſort of offer- 
ings. The firſt fleece of the flock, at ſhearing, be- 
longed to the Levite, Deut. xviii. 4. He that 
* feedeth the flock ſhall eat of the milk of the flock,” 
x Cor. ix. 7; and he that keeps the flock has a right 
to ſome of the wool, The complaint brought in 
againſt the falſe ſhepherds is, that hey eat the fat, 
clothed themſelves with the wol, killed EEE ef [others] 
fea, oo Jr not Tu Jock, Ezek. XXXIV. 3. 


STEWARD, 


I ſuppoſe the Chief Shepherd ſets ent tore by 
the wool ; for it is ſaid of Meſha, the great ſheep- 
maſter, that he rendered unto the king of Iſrael an 
hundred thouſand lambs, and an hundred thouſand | 
rams, with the wool, 2 Kings i iii. 4. | 


SHEPHERD. 


My great Sheepmaſter ſets leaſt flore by the wool 
of any thing belonging to the flock : for it has been 
often known that, in bot weather, when the flies are 

buſy, 
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buſy, and ahy one of the ſheep bas got maggoty and 
al, that he bath taken the ſhears, and ſtripped 
it of its whole ſlecce, and in the following winter 
it bath had little or 10 covering in the cold, Job xxir. 
N Bettes, no farmer Who keeps a a middling flock 
thinks himſelf bädi) öff, if the wool of the ſheep 
defray the ex pences of Te ſhepherd : for the manure 


£% © FL 


10 A0 in oth 24 of the ber. Ne 


dg2nggn? 
STEWA A. 


n. undeiffand' 500. The. Heep, the lambs, and the 
manure which is for the King. $ buſtandry, all belong 
to the great Sheepmitter; and the wool alſo, which 
he gives and "takes away at his Pleaſure : but the 
offerings, and the clippings of the wool, they belong 
to you. But then, hy does Wiſdom: after ſhe has 
enjoined the ſhepherd to be diligent to know the fate 
of his flock, and to loo well to his hende, tell him that 
the lambs are for bis clothing ' Prov. xxvii. 23. 188 
l cheese ſhe means the wool of the lambs. 


Yor! suν,fjmb üb a 


Sbe does. ' Wiſdom knows that the lambs ate : 
the moſt forward with their offerings, and the moſt 
willing to be clipped, of any: for the Chief Shepherd 
carries the lambs in bis boſom, Iſa. xl. 11; ſo that 
they are ſure to be warm ; conſequently, they nei- 
ther truſt in, nor cleave to, the wool. But, when 
once they * the boſom, they fly to the zoo]; and 7 
then 
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chen the /hepherd may go all the year round, and 


ſtand all forts of weather, hall, rain, blow, ar ſnow, 


0 a 


| without 4 fear -nothing (or what! 18 commonly called 
A 2 Y coat to his back. You read of one of the 


beſt She ephergs, that ever carried a crook e 


hunger, < ola, end oth, 2 Cor. th 5 Ih 
Nan a 15 ro} - Dee WR vb. 35-111 3 j £3 fy yetto! 
” QLD) 1451. ue 912 AMA Toa 161 # af 1807 


; . Moſt people v who haye ſheep en them ar hearing 
times, Do you mark them, when you fp. them. 


SHEPHERD. 


| Some yield, no wool a at all, and W 
clippings. We ſer et our Private marks vpon both theſe, 
fo as ro 185 them again; aud the great Suxkr. | 


| MASTER ets his, mark. u n them al "NG: 


« 3 4. ka CAE s ee 719.20 
200 Cs 5 7 oo i 25 d 8 5245 [371 Ps. LIC 148 W 
What iss the xight/ Owner's mart? Tell me, 1 


de 


pray thee, that I maybe e ee if 1 
- ſhould ny bears it. N B 


«1 Ke * 5 


N 2 15 / 8 4 * 4 4 4 N 1. 1 wel 


fg = OSHEPHERD. 

The chr nary mark is mental leannefs,or 
what is called farving at heart: Such never fat in- 
wardly. The. great Shepherd is as ſparing of his 
berbage as they are of their zv00/; and gives them no, 


more at feeding times than they give him at. clipping 
mes. No 2v00l, no graſs. I was an bangered,. an 


ye gave. me no meat; naked, and ye clothed me not. And 
his declaration to ſuch is, 1 will not feed yon: that 


that dieth, let it die; 3 and that that i is to be cut . let it 
5 20 5 be 
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be cut off, Zech. xi. 9. But he ſays, he will feed the 
flock Y. laughter, even the poor of the flack, Zech. xi. 7. 


STEWARD. 


I know it is written, He which ſoweth ſoariagly, 
* ſhall reap alſo ſparingly; and he which ſoweth 
8 bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully. +. -4 Cori 6. 
Wiſdom's words are verified (the liberal are bleſſed, 
and the miſer is farved), There is that ſcattereth, and 
yet mncreaſeth ; and there is that withholdeth more than 
7s meet, but it tendeth to poverty, Prov. xi. 24. How- 
ever, don't cut too cloſe ; nor act at your clipping 
| feaſt like churliſp Nabal, who kept a feaſt like a king, 
and yet refuſed (on that good day) to relieve David, 
| who was the king's ſon-in-law, 


SHEPHERD. 


The difintereftedneſs of the ſhepherd, as well as the 
— faithfulneſs of the ſteward, ſhall ſurely be brought 
to * 
STEWARD. 
Shall you be at leifure on F riday exe? 


: SHEPHERD. 

| always endeavour to ſettle accounts, and pay 
my debts, after clipping time is over ; ſo that I ſhall | 
not be able to go far from the tent, but ſhould be 


very glad to ſee you there. 


/ STEWARD. 
I mal have plenty of time upon my hands while 


Little Faith's banqueting laſts, for all the young 
N | princes 
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princes and princeſſes will invite him while his joys 
abound, Some will entertain him till their own cup= 
boards are empty, and he will feaſt others till he 
has not one penny left, and then my work will come 
on again—fo that you may be ſure of my giving 
you a meeting at the tent. Till then, farewell. The 
Chief Shepherd of Urael be your guide and guard! 


SHEPHERD. ; 


The Lord of the Houſehold be with the 8 ! 
and then he will act with diſcretion, give to each a 
portion of meat in due ſeaſon, and rule 1 in righte- 
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DIALOGUE Taz SEVENTH. 


- 


STEWARD. 


So, I have found you in the tent! api + time 
is now over, I uppoſe? 


-% 
£ 


SHEPHERD. 


- Yes; the Heurs are done with for this quarter. 


STEWARÞD. 


% Did you 5 your account in che bal ? 1 ſup- 
poſe a good W is an five U F” bs it 
Hott © + Ny FA 
MHbpn ga D. 
believe a Houſe-fteward i is a better judge of a 
guarter of lamb than he is of a fleece of wool, If a 
farmer get half a crown, or three ſhillings, a fleece, 
take one with —— he has not much cauſe to 
| 'N2 _ complain, 


* 


. 
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M3 


complain, though he ſhear his flock but ence a year, 


.tented with it, and grateful for it. 


And, if an induſtrious ſhepherd gets food and rai- : 
ment for himſelf and his houſehold out of the clip- 
pings, it is enough for him; and he will be con- 


- 


And ſuch ſhepherds are the moſt- uſeful in their 
day, and the happieſt men in all the field. 


SHEPHERD, 
Through the ſovereign clemency of the great 


Sheepmaſter, I know that to be true by bleſſed ex- 


perience. Pray, how goes Little Faith on? Is be 
come down from the mount yet? 


| STEWAR D. | 


Yes; ke laid 1 there but a very little while : be v was 
troubled with a ſwimming in his head, and at laſt 


fainted. I was informed that he could not tell how 


he came down: but, when he awoke the next morn- 
ing, he found himſelf at the foot of the mount; 
and his old adverſary told him that the whole viſion 
was nothing but a dream, or an imaginary ſcene; 


for that Little Faith was in a frenzy, and there was 


nothing real in it. This threw poor . 


into the rr again. 


SHIPHER b. 


Pray, was Little Faith always ſubject to that 
diſorder? | 


* 


"STEWARD. 
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STEWARD. 

Yes: and it is no wonder; for the Queen was 
much ſubject to it while ſhe bred him, which by 
proverbial ladies is deemed an omen of a profuſe or- 
A 
1 SHEPHERD, 

What is the proverb? 

STEWARD. | 

Why, if the pregnant mother be troubled with 
the heart-burning, ©* It is a ſure ſign,” they ſay, 
ce that the offspring will be born with a deal of hair 
« upon its head.“ 155 5 
SHEPHERD. | 


And is that true? 


STEWARD. 


They declare it with one voice. And they have 
another proverb which confirms it; and that is 
« What every body ſays muſt be true.” You may 
believe it or not, but it is beſt to be filent if dbu 
doubt it; for, if you begin to criticiſe, you will 
get yourlelt. into a hobble. ; 


SHEPHERD. 


l have read in ancient records, that beit! is given 

for ornament, and for a covering. And it is faid of 
Zion, that the King eſpouſed her when her breaſts were 
Ja Ys and her hair . Ezek. xvi. 7, 8. 


N y = STEWARD, 


— 
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STEWARD. 
Well; and goſſipping ladies tell you, that the 
great heat of the pregnant mother's heart is to inform 
us beforehand of a plentiful crop of that ſort of co- 


vering. Let it reſt there; nor let us preſume to be 


wiſer than they, nor pretend to know more- than 
what they are pleaſed to tell us of theſe matters, 
It is enough for us to know, that thoſe who paſs 
through the hotteſt fiery trials, come forth the 
brighteſt, When filthy rags are all conſumed, the 
fineſt ornaments ſucceed, When the day of ad- 
verſity diſcovers nothing but deformity and bald- 
neſs, in the days of proſperity there Wall be well ſet 
hair and comelineſs. 
SHEPHERD. 

e where is Little Faith now ? Is he come 

to the palace-royal yet ? 1 


| STEWARD. 

No; he is-now at the Queen's 8 which i is at 
the foot of the mount. When any of the young 
princes or princeſſes are taken up the mount for the 
benefit of the air, and for delightful proſpects of 
| celeſtial realities, they are then conducted to the 
uurfery at the Queen's lodge, where there are proper 
nurſes to cheriſh any f the King's children (1 Theſſ. 
ii. 7) who are troubled with fainting fits after BY 
_ deſcend from the mount. 


' SHEPHERD. 
I chought the. beſt feaſt had been kept on hi hill; ; 
becauſe 1 It is \ os " in this mountain the King ſhal! 
„ make 


HISTORY or LITTLE FAITH, 199 


«© make unto all people a fea/ of fat things; a feaſt 
« of zwines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
« of wines on the lees well refined. And he will 
« deſtroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
7 caſt over all people, and the veil that is ſpread 
cover all nations.“ Js XXv. 6, 2 


STEWARD. 


The weil, with the face of the covering, are de- 
ſtroyed upon that mountain; otherwiſe Little Faith 
could never have diſcerned any of thoſe myſterious 
things preſented to view. And it is true, alſo, that 
a wonderfully ſumptuous feaſt is prepared for thoſe 
who ſurmount all difficulties, and gain the ſummit 
of the hill, But few ever come down without faint- 
ing: I Daniel fainted, and was fick certain days. After- 
ward I roſe up, and did the king's buſineſs, Dan. viii. 27- 
Another, after his deſcent, found himſelf at 7. el-abib, 
by the river Chebar, where be ſat aſtoniſhed. ſeven ans, 

Ezek. iii. 15. The Queen's nurſery, therefore, is 
| to receive thoſe who faint, where they are cheriſh 
and nouriſhed until they are able to n 


Ya 


irt n 


Pray, v wWas s Little Faith's illneſs, after his deſcent, 
ſevere? or likely, in any ſenſe of the yord, to * 


e 


* © was very ill; * I am aa" Wc, that | 


be was preſſed out of meaſure, above firength ; inſamuch, 
tba he n, even of life, 2 Cor. i. 8. For the 
N 4 expanded 


U 
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expanded canopy was ſuddenly cloſed, the raviſhing 
ſcene withdrew, and the old veil overſhadowed the 
underſtanding of Little Faith ; ſo that, as ſoon as bis 
eyes were opened, and the King was known, be vaniſhed 
out of his Abt, Luke xxiv. 31. 


SHEPHERD. | 


Poor little fellow ! Surely nothing can be. more 
cutting, more mortifying, more aggravating, than | 


ſuch ſudden changes as thoſe! All afpiring hopes, 


earneſt expectations, and defired crops, are nipped 


in their bud, cut down i in their bloom, : and withered | 


in an hour! 1 | Mer 
STEWARD. f 


80 it appeared to Little Faith: for the Enemy fee 


in with his incredulity, declaring that the viſion 


which he ſuppoſed to be exhibited for his welfare, Was 


nothing but a trap, and a prelude to death; which 

drew this dying ſpeech from his lips fall SURELY | 

| 15 becauſe 7 have ſeen the King, J 2 xiii. 22. "= 
- 


* X 


8 * 
l Annen 
6 ? % Kh 145 % 6 89 E21 
« 


4 


Thoſe that are weak, timorous, and tender, 


among the King's ſeed, are like the young lambs 
that are under my care. I have, at times, ſeen a 


lady's lap- dug caſt two or three hundred into a panic 
at once, and put them to flight, only by giving 


tongue, which has been very little louder than the 
ſound of a penny whiſtle: and, after they have run 
themſelves out of breath, they have turned round 
with a fort of military wheel, and faced the monſter; 
r | bY: i 


— 


%. 


* 
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as if ſurpriſed, either at their own cowardice, the 2 
enormous ſize of the enemy that purſued, or deter- 
mined, with recollected b _ b ae to 


give him battle. {24.66 
STEWARD, 


Neither ſheep nor lambs can do any thing with 
theſe dogs, whether ſmall or great, without the Chief 


Shepherd's aid: nor can the ſeed- royal do any heroic 


deed without reliance on the King's arm, and de- 


pendance on him for promiſed ſupport; for the King 
himſelf declares —** Without me ye can do nothing.” 


And this appeared plain by the concluſion which 


Little Faith drew from the viſion on the mount, 


namely, that he ſhould ſurely die, becauſe he had ſeen 


the King; whereas the King declares, that every one 


which ſeeth him, and believeth on the King, ſhall haue 


everlaſting life, John vi. 40. But, alas! his adver- 
ſary ſoon gained an aſcendancy over him! and ſo 


he doth over ſome who are thought to be ſtrong in 


* T' 
12 * * * 4 


the habit and. etc e's of faith. 


Ps ons 6 
14 : . 
- " / - . 


4 4 


SHEPHERD, | 4 1 


It i is not reaſonable to think that divine viſions on 


Mount Zion can be foretaſtes or earneſts of eternal 


baniſhment. ** For, if the King were pleaſed to kill 


“ Little Faith, he would not have received any con- 
« feffion, prayer, or tribute of praife, at his hands; 
ce neither would he have ſhewed him ſuch things 
&« [as he ſaw on the mount]; nor would he, at 
1 eme, have told TE 1 7 N as ne 875 as 


Juches xiii. 2 3. N | 


STEWARD. 


% 
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. STEWARD. 8 
An is. is true: but, when fits of infidelity; a | 
| the hour of temptation, meet upon a weakling, 
haſtineſs ſucceeds ; which, for a time, renders the 
reaſoning faculty uſeleſs. Beſides, faith muſt — 
if any ou be done by b 


SHEPHERD. 


True, Sir; without the exerciſe of faith, infidelity 
cannot be ſubdued ; nor the adverſary routed ; for 


this fight is emphatically called The good, fight of faith. 
Pray, how long did . Faith continue under his 
affliton' 3 | | 


STEWARD. 


| Ya a little [43h for the nurſes cheriſhed him, 
and Jed him with warm milk from the cow, Iſa. vii. 
21, 22. Others gave him love- apples, Cant. Ta 
The) young princeſſes brought him new wine, Ke 
bade him * drink, and forget * poverty, and re- 
% member his miſery: no more, Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. 
Others petitioned the King. In ſhort, all the young 
Princes and princeſſes that were at the lodge got 
round him, and lent their friendly aid to him. 
But the infidelity of Little Faith had like to have 
been an over- match for them all. However, he is 
come to, and gone forth again in company with the 
reſt of the King's children; and 1 ſuppoſe they 
will keep on feaſting from houſe to houſe till every 
mite * ſpent ; and then they will all come home, 
9 5 ſome 
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ſome half ſtarved, others with their coats put off, 
and ſome with great rents and ſlits in their clothes. 


And then I ſhall have work enough—and, Fare 
this 1 is the caſe already: : therefore I muſt be off. 


- „ 
4 A 


Sites aach 
When ſhall you haye another leiſure W 2 


* * * E ; 


STEWARD.” 


""þ know not, for 1 bave generally che moſt work 
on my hands when days of teſtivity are over; for, 
at ſach times, I have not only their food and apparel 
to look to, but phyſic is wanted alſo, and more ſkill 
is required in uſing of it than I ever was maſter of. 
Therefore, as l cannot with certainty fix any parti- 
cular day, I will, when opportunity offers, call on 
you at the tent: and, if you are at home, I ſhall be 
glad; and, if not, I have my walk for my pains. 
But I cannot tell when it will be, whether next 
week, or a month hence. 


/ 
SHEPHERD. 


Whenever you come, let it be on a Thurſday 
evening, if poſſible. But, if you cannot call on me 
next zweek, I ſhall not be at leiſure for ſeveral weeks 
after ; for, as the dog-days are coming on, it is likely 
to be very hot. And it is required of ſhepherds to 
be watchful at thoſe ſeaſons, for nothing can' be 
more dangerous among a flock of ſheep: than a 
mad dog. @ 


STEWARD. 


5 STEWARD. 


. 


| Dun ; bog (Ia. Ivi. 10) are bad enough "Freedy | 
dogs (Iſa. 1vi. 1 1) are worſe; but mad dogs (2 Pet. 
ii. 16) are the worlt of all. Furetvell: I leave both 
the ſhepherd and the flock to the Chief Shepherd's 
es 


= 
{3 
* 1 9 
414 L 1 


n SHEPHERD. 

Si, I thank you: I heartily wiſh you the ſame 
fare; and hope that Wiſdom will direct and ſup- 
Port you when this A and purging time 
comes on. 3 Rs 


THE 
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| STEWARD» 
Wa 1 Shepherd, how do m do? I am glad 
to ſee . 
| SHEPHERD. 


Iam as glad to ſee you; for, in very en 1 
ſuſpected that you were either ill, or dead; and be- 
gan to doubt whether I ſhould ever ſee you again in 
theſe lower regions, for it is above three months | 
fince we had the laſt interview. 


STEWARD. 


1 know it is a good while; but 1 is not know 
that it was quite ſo long, for I do not obſerve days 
and months, I have had plenty of em ploy, and 
many ups and: downs ſince I ſaw you laſt, LEE +: 

SHEPHERD. 


4 
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SHEPHERD. 


6 Man is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
& ward.” Pray, how comes Little Faith on? Is 
he on the mount, in the nurſery, or 1s he feaſting 
and making merry ſtill? | 


STEWARD. 


Little Faith came home the next day after I parted 
with you laſt, I juſt ſaved my diſtance, for he and 
a number of the children were to dine and ſup at the 
palace the next day : therefore you may eaſily gueſs 
how I was hurried in the morning! 


SHEPHERD. 


Did 1 dome into the Ste ward's room ö to aſk how 


you did? 
| - STEWARD. 


No; but, when dinner went up, 1 faw where he 
was, and how he did. All fat mute; it was a ſilent 
meeting, not a cheerful countenance upon any of 
them ; and, as for Little Faith, he appeared the worſt 
of all. When the dinner was ſerved up, they ſat and 
looked at one another, but could not fall to. No- 
thing of the firſt or ſecond courſe ſeemed to ſuit: 
however, when the deſſert came, ſome of them par- 
took of that; but, as for Little Faith, he did you 


little n more than taſte 92 5 it. 


SH EPHERD. 


Prey, what was the matter with Little Faith? 
Te came he ſo dejected and bowed down? 


STEWARD» 
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STEWARD. 


Pride, pride, you may be ſure: Pride link goes 
before the deſtruction | of a ſinner], and a haughty . 
rit ' before the fan of a ſaint. 


| | SHEPHERD. 
One would have thought that Little Faith had 
been exerciſed with troubles ſufficient to have hum» 
bled him. ; 
STEWAR D. 

Pride often ſteals in by a way, and i in a manner, 
by which it is leaſt ſuſpected. Every one of the 
Seed- royal is fond of nurſing, cheriſhing, and 
dandling, a young heir: for you muſt know that, 
in our family, every real child 1s an heir, and a 
joint heir; an heir-apparent to the 7hroue (Pſalm 
CXXXi1. 22, 13, compare with Iſa. Iix. 21), and in 
one ſenſe a joint heir with his Majeſty, and that by 
propitious grant; as it is written, To him that over- 
cometh will I GRANT 70 ft with me in ” throne, 
Rev. | iii. 21. 

| SHEPHERD, _ 

This is enough to lay a child under the ſtrongeſt 
ties of filial affection, and to excite gratitude in the 
ſuperlative degree; which the depraved powers of 
the human ſoul (though immorta]) are incapable of, 
unleſs influenced by the ſenſible operations. of Eter- 


nal Divinity. N * 


„ STEWARD, 
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STEWARD. 


It is true: but, when once a young heir appears 
in the image of his Majeſty, and begins to liſp out 
his warm expreſſions of love and tender affection to 
his Royal Father, and to appear in the garb of true 
royalty, all the young ones of the King's feed begin 


to admire and careſs him; and, if any one is under 


the black red, he is ſure to be applied to, as a medi- 


_ ator or interceſſor: his garments are admired, his 


\ 


ſimplicity is extolled, his company is courted, and 
his converſation highly approved. And this was 
the caſe with Little Faith : his wiſdom was deemed 
wonderful, his penetration fingular, his diſcernment 
profound, his converſation ſavoury, and his brilliant 
appearance to exceed all that was ever born in the 


Palace- royal. 


3 SHEPHERD. 


I wonder that Little Faith had not . 
himſelf in a corner equally as ſecure as he formerly 


had thought himſelf when in the ſand-bank : for he 
that is ſo doatingly fond of retirement in trouble, 


generally inclines that way when out of it. The 
e heart knoweth his own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger 
cc doth not intermeddle with his) joy. 8 


STEWARD. 


If this was a little more attended to, it would be 
better with many of the King's children than it really 
is. . inſtead of watching the King's countenance, 

| attending 
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attending to his powerful arm made bare, and to the 
promiſes of his mouth, Little Faith fell to admiring 
every thing that others ſaid of him. He was to lead 
the converſation in every meeting, to reſolve all 
doubts, and ſettle all matters in debate. Hard 
queſtions were put to him, and infallible anſwers 
were expected from him. Nor was one petition put 
up to the King, during all thoſe days of feſtivity, 
except by Little Faith, who was ſure to be mouth 
for all. So that, inſtead of © his drinking ſo as to 

forget his poverty, and remember his miſery nq 
more,“ every one helped to empty his cruſe, and 
drain him of every thing that he had. Poor Little 
Faith was not aware of this. | 


| SHEPHERD, 
Then I think, Sir, that you ought to have taught 


him better; eſpecially as you are in ſome degree 
acquainted with theſe things. 


STEWARD, 


No advice is accepted from a domeſtic ſervant 
at ſuch times as theſe. . A young prince in his firſt 

love, though in a go- cart or a back-ftring, ** is wiſer 
<« in his own eyes than ſeven men that can render a 
10 reaſon.” Therefore you are obliged to keep your 
mouth as it were with a bridle, leſt you ſhould ſtrip 
them of their felicity, damp their joys, or give them 
an unkind touch, or an unintentional wound. To 
deal with theſe exactly agreeable to the rules of 
Q n 


allo AfsTroRY OF-LITTLE FAITH. 
Divine direction, is one of the hardeſt and moft 
difficult branches of domeſtic ſervitude: but, what 
makes it {till worſe is, that there is not a child, 
ſteward, butler, chariot-driver, cup-bearer, porter, 
baker, herdſman, bailiff, ploughman, or errand- 
boy, that ever appears about the palace, but what 
thinks himſelf capable of, and ſufficiently accom- 
pliſhed for, this part of the work. Hence every one 
* Who ſounds his own trumpet is attended to. At 
ſuch ſeaſons, nothing muſt be ſaid by a faithful ſer- 
vant to the prejudice of thoſe who zealouſly affect 
them. All that can be done is to pray, wait, and 

watch the event; and, if they are really heirs of 
promiſe, theſe generally ſtrip them, and then ſend 
them home naked. and wounded. And, when they 
| themſelves perceive that their favourites can ſtrip 
and wound them, but neither clothe nor heal them, 
then they are apt to run to the contrary extreme, and 
to conclude that there are neither legitimate children, 
nor faithful domeſtic ſervants, in all the King's pa- 
lace, except themſelves and thoſe who 2h¹ðSH judge, 
are ſure to be judged. 


SHEPHERD. 
| This muſt be difficult, indeed! for a ſervant that 
is faithful, and knows ſomething of his buſineſs, is 

not fond of being inſtructed by thoſe who do not. 
Nor does it fit eaſy with one' of long experience to 
be guided by every, one that is capable of W 


fine. 


STEWARD. 
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STEWARD, 


This | is often the caſe with thoſe who act in the 
capacity of Stewards; and this I found at the exalt- 
ation of Little Faith, He was ſuddenly taken from 
my care; nor was I allowed to have one ſingle fight 
of him until he was ſhattered and torn: then I might 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing him; and, if I could do 
any thing for him, I might then uſe my intereſt, 
but not till then. | 

SHEPHERD. 


I W think that, if Little Faith was uſed as a 
mouth for all the reſt, and as an interceſſor between 
the King and any of the princes or princeſſes who 
had offended his Majeſty, that it muſt have a na- 
tural tendency to lift him up. 


| STEWARD. 

It has, and it did lift him up. Such ſhould be 
feoift to hear, and ſlow to ſpeak. But they made Little 
Faith the keeper of the vineyards, but his own vine- 
yard was not kept, He took his eyes from the King's 


countenance, and fixed them on the countenances 


of the gueſts in company, to ſee if a look of appro- 
bation appeared upon them: and when any ap- 
plauded, or laviſhed great encomiums on his prayers 


or converſation, it became food for ſpiritual pride ; 


until the private meditations of Little Faith were 
not upon the King's clemency, but to furniſh his 


head with notions, and his mouth with wards, to 


gain applauſe, 


0 2 SHEPHERD, ] 


+ 
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| SHEPHERD. 
When this is the caſe, the power, ſweetneſs, ſim- 
plicity, yea, all the fragrant perfumes of the royal 


garments, wear away, till nothing odoriferous is 
35 | 
T STEWARD. 

You are right —and this was the true caſe with 
Little Faith : and, when once he found himſelf dry, 
lean, unfavoury, and unctionleſs, be began to coun- 
terfeit the joys and power of grace, by a feigned or 
affected ſpeech, with a low, hollow voice; by which 
art he at times moved the paſſions of the others in 
company but this never warms the heart. But, 
what ſtruck Little Faith moſt was, that one night 
two or three of the Hagarenes were at their meeting; 
and, after Little Faith had put up one of theſe hypo- 
critical petitions (for I can call them no better), 
the Hagarenes were ready to fall to kiſſing of him ; 
while ſome of the more diſcerning of the Seed-royal 


ſcemed abaſhed and confounded at his unſavoury, 
unſound, bad- worded, and lifeleſs addreſs, 


SHEPHERD. 


It is a bad ſign when the Hagarenes approve ; ; it 
is a plain proof that there muſt be a fleſhly favour, 
otherwiſe they would not reliſh it. And I ſhould 
think that the approbation of the bond children 
muſt have recoiled with a wound to the heart of 
Little Faith; for he muſt be effectually convinced 
that it was neither the ſpirit, the tenets, nor the falſe 
5 confidence 
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confidence of the Hagarenes, that procured his en- 
largement when he got through the rait gate. 


STEWARD. 


It both wounded him and ſtaggered him: his 
brilliant luſtre vaniſhed, he gradually ſunk in the 
eſteem of all the Seed-royal, his heart grew narrow, 
his ſpirit got into bondage, his mouth was ſtopped, 
his ſimplicity deſtroyed, and his nakedneſs appear- 
ed; ſo that his feigned garb could hide his ſhame 
no longer. Thus his pride was cut, and his coun- 
tenance fell: ſo true are the words of Wiſdom, that 
pride goeth before AA , and a haughty ſpirit before 
a Tall. 

SHRPHERD, | 


N. or does it reſt there: for, when once the W 
appetite i is gone, pride is indulged, and applauſe is 
1 to feed it, the King's diſpleaſure ſoon follows. 

He refiſteth the proud. And, as they ſeek not his 
honour, he tramples theirs in the duſt : They that 
honour me, will I honour ; but thoſe that deſpiſe me ſhall 
be lightly efteemed. This raiſes rebellion in the heart, 
even againſt the King himſelf : The fooliſhneſs of a 
man perverteth his way, and his heart JOY againſt- 
the King. * oc A 
STEWARD. 


You have deſcribed the caſe exactly. Rebel he 
did; and the King left him in the hand of his old 
adverſary, who came to him as an angel of light, 
and ſet Little Faith to cavilling at the ſovereign acts 

os. cf 
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of his Majeſty : yea, he diſputed, and reſiſted, his 
will in his heart, and fell to vindicating himſelf; 
went over, in heart and affections, to the Hagarenes ; 
wholly loſt fight of the mount, and the wonders. 


exhibited thereon 3 and crept into the err en 
again. 


SHEPHERD. 
Into the mo again ? 


STEWARD, 


| Yes: infidelity prevailed z from the King's s face 
| he wandered, and into the fleſh he crept. For, go- 
ing over in heart to the Hagarenes, bondage laid 
hold of him; and the old veil ſo gathered over his 
mind, that he loſt fight of the Rock—and ſuch are 
ſure to go 70 building upon the fand again, for they 
are ſaid to build again that which they nnn. 


SHEPHERD. Pr gg 
Pray, how * did he continue in his old rexrear? 


STEWARD, 
5 Upwards of two months. d 
| SHEPHERD. 
And what drove him ont-at laſt? 


STEWARD, BY 


1 can hardly tell you for laughing ! But, one day, 
as I was walking paſt his old haunt, I took no notice 
of him as 1 paſſed: for I think it i 1s beſt for ſuch to 


bear 
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bear the yoke in their youth; and likewiſe to let 
them alone, that they may try what hopes and ex- 
peRatigns may be raiſed on the ſand—and therefore 
I kept Little Faith at a diſtance, and took little or 
no notice of him. But, as ſoon as I paſſed by, he 
ſaw me; and out he ran, ſteaming with duſt, like a 
fowl 105 makes its feathers after it has rolled in an 
aſh-heap, crying out, Hornets] hornets!" and 
looked like a wild or diſtracted man. | 


eee 
What did he mean m—_ Hornets ! hornets !” 


| STEWAR] D. 


= knew what he meant, a and I was glad to bole his 
outery; 1 for, when once che hornet; s neſt is Qtrred 
up, it is ſufficient, under the management © of Diyige 
Wiſdom, t to make a child fick of s 8 in * 
ior -bank for ever. # 5 5 


: 1 2 8155 
2 


Aire on 

Tbe King praiſed! in ancient records, ſaying, 

Aud I twill. fend boinety before thee, azubich ſhall drive 

out the Hivite, the Cunaanite, andthe Hittite, fram: ** 
fore . Exod. xxiii. 28. 


9¹³ sr WARP. Kͤ i 3 
vi is ſaid as; that the. hornet: Poul come among 
them, until they that were left, and thoſe that had hid 


themſelves from Iſrael,” were deflroyed, Deut. vii. 20. 
And I chink that the old inhabitants of Canaan 
never fled with more precipitated haſte" before tlie 
1 : Ro hornets 
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loridts than Little F zich did from his old habita⸗ 
tion; yea, Smut never made a ſheep of your flock run 
with more violence than the bortets made Little 


an run. 3 33 
SHEPHERD. | d 


But pray, Sir, what are theſe bornets ? Are they 
of the ſame nature of the locus? Have they ings 
in their tailt? Rev. ix. 10. I readily ſuppoſe that 
Little Faith was ſtung, otherwiſe: he would never 
have left his highly-favoured retreat. Do inform 
me concerning this myſtery. 


? 
I's 


SFAWARD. 


Little Faith would tell you, if 1 you were to aſk 
him, that every hornet had his ſting ; and that there 
was not one of thoſe inſects in all the bank but what 
ſtung him, and that was enough to make him fly. 
A neft of hornets would put a troop of horſe to 
flight ſooner than any other army whatſoever, 'The | 
beſt riders in the world would never be able to keep 
rauk and file, if engaged by theſe ; for they are armed 
by Jehovah, and pay no regard to __ 5 of a 
ſpear nor the mouth of a cannon. 


; , * * 
7 \ BE 5 0 2 * 8 
£ * # 4 - £ . — S N . 


of 


SHEPHERD. 


True, Sir. Butz pray, what are thoſe Berne 
chat put Lite ene aer {ot en 


f THE = x * $4 |; eerie 
23% 4 # a N * ' * i 


bot: STEWARD. - e 


It bs: common' for the King's n! when they 
tak 6ght of his Pye s face, to creep into Self. 
3207 | I 
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If they feel not his arm, they leaa on their own; 
if the Rock be hid, the ſand-bank is ſure to be in 
view; if the former appear far off, the latter is al- 
ways at hand; and, if they are not building on the 
Rock, they are ſure to build on the ſand. And, 
when any of them have been admitted to the King's 
preſence, and favoured with the glorious viſions of 
the mount, they have then expected nothing leſs 
than perfection within, and jubilee days without. 
Therefore, if the King withdraws, into the old Ban 
they go, ſuſpecting no danger from that quarter; 
for they conclude that the viſions of the mount and 
the King's face have diſperſed and diſpelled every 
adverſary; ; never once dreaming of a neft of bornets 
in ambuſh. The King, ſeeing this, ſends his flying 
roll into the bank, Zech. v. 1. This occaflons a ſur- 
priſig Air, Rom. vii. 8. Swarms of rebellious, 
unclean, laſcivious, and deſperately vile thoughts, 
riſe within ; and ſuch legions of corruptions appear 
in motion, that no Canaanite ever had a greater 
ſwarm of hornets about his head, or could be more. 
crawling alive with them, than Little Faith's old 
man of ſin was with theſe corruptions and evil 
thoughts. And he, poor little fellow] not knowing 
what they were, never feeling the like before, and 
expecting nothing in future but purity of heart, 
cried out in his fright, “ Hornets ! hornets !” for he 
wiſt not what to call them. 


SHEPHERD" 
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a» SHEPHERD, 


: Then the Hornets are more terrible to he King's 
children than the fies are to the ſheep. The former 
makes the heart appear notbing but corruption, and 
the latter makes the flock alive with maggots. 95 


1-07 
% © 4 "© 


S TIWARD, - 

3 are both bad enough; but poor Little Faith, 
running out inta the palace-yard in the dead of the 
night, and uttering that lamentable cry, the dog 
Lian (1 Pet, i. 8) ſeized him, and tore him ſadly; 
which made him utter this earneſt petition, Deliver 
me from the power of the dog, cies me fron the hs: 5 
mouth, Pſalm. xxii. 205 21. 


\ 
1 


en n Ap. 
And, Ps 10 the King hear bis barer 


4* 
p % . 
* # „ 3 p { 4. as. 4 

STEWARD. | 


The King is always ſure to hear prayer, i if it goes 
from the heart: but he doth not always anſwer prayer | 
immediately ; - nor did Little F aith e an Ande- 
diate anſwer to his. 2 


2” Th cvs oy 


It is a terrible thing to have: ſuch a a oy _ 
out the yard. 
He is not looſe," but bound ; ut Little rait, as 


well as many more, goes within reach of his chain. 


Had 
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Had he fled, io the Rock, or made the Moft High his 
habitation, no evil had befallen him, Pſalm xci. 9, 10. 

But he made the /and-bank his retreat; and, when 
driven out of that, he fled within reach of Lion': $ 
chain. He that believes is not to make haſte ; but in- 
fidelity is always in a Oat 


SHEPHERD. 


f think Lion is as ſavage, and as voracious, as : 
Smut, if poſſible. 


sT EWA R D. 


5 were both bred by one and the ſame zh, 
Folly was the mother of them both (Fob iv, Oy 
and ns legions more as well as they. | 
83 br A 

vid Little Faith 80 into one of his fits? 


STEWARD» 


For a while he defpaired of ever ſeeing the King's 
face with joy; and concluded that it was impoſſible 
for any of the Seed- royal to be beſet with ſuch evils; 
and uttered another dying ſpeech As à lion, ſo will 
ve break all my bones: from day even to _ Wi thou 
make an end of ne, Ia, xxxviii. 13. 5 


bnd 


And, pray, where is the poor little fellow ako? 
1 ſuppoſe he hangs about the Steward's room, or 
the Oy; - does he not? And no doubt but you 
have 
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have ae with him in his afllictions, as vu 
ſeem to have a great regard for him: and, indeed, 
the © ſtrong are expreſsly cominanded to bear the 
hd infirmities A -: id 4, 


"STEWARD. | 


1 was glad at my heart when I heard the outcry, 
and that the hornets. were upon him, becauſe he is 
ſo fond of cleaving to ſelf: this will cure him of 
that epidemical diſeaſe ; he will never be able to 
build his neſt, nor take eaſe in the bank again. 
Theſe things will drive the word candour from his 
mouth; will cure him of his fleſhly ſavour; and, 
under the influence of the King's clemency, will 
lead him to loathe depraved and rebellious nature, 
to Vindicate the records of Zion, to ſee the feigned 
perfection of the Hagarenes, and O py all the 
proceedings of his royal Father. 


SHEPHERD, 


Then theſe things are of uſe to Little Faith; nd, 
indeed, it is ſaid that all things work together for 
good to them that love the King. Pray, n is 
Little Faith now? 1 6 

STEWARD. 

They do, and. theſe among the reſt. Little Faith 
is now in the pantry, very meek and low: and much 
afraid that theſe terrible evils, and his ſenſations 
under them, cannot conſiſt with royal ſonſbip; for 
he ſays that he feels unutterable rebellion , at times, 
even againſt the King himſelf, and ſuch thoughts of 
| „„ 
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him as none ever had; inſomuch, that he cannot 
look up, much leſs look at the King—and, there- 
fore, he muſt never expect to ſee the King's face 
again. A loyalift,” faith he, © with a rebellious 
„ heart! a dear ſon (Jer. xxxi. 20) with nothing 
ec but hard thoughts againſt his own Father! a H 
« ſeed (Iſa. vi. 13) filled with blaſphemy! Can I 
« be ſaid 70 be pure (1 Tim. v. 22), while every 
« fin takes occaſion to Work in me all manner of con- 
& cupiſcence! (Roni. vii. 8); an Hfraelite, indeed, 
* (John i. 47) ſwarming alive with Hornets! 
«© No! no! the Hornets were ſent to drive the 
4 Canaanites, not the Iſraelites; and I am a Ca- 
c naanite, otherwiſe they would never drive me. 
« O the Hornets! the Hornets! Curſed be Canaan!- 
% a ſervant of ſervants ſhall he be, Gen. ix. 26. 
« And the horgets were ſent as an effect of that 
& curſe, and in juſt judgment for fin: I ſent the 
ce hornet before you (O Iſrael, ſaid the King), which 
e drove them out from before you, even the revo kings 
© of the Amorites—but not with thy feord, nor With 
ce thy boww (Joſh. xxiv. 12). Not with thy ſword, 
& nor with thy bow, didſt thou get the land. — 
* Nor ſhall 1 ever get into the better country 
« while one Hornet remains upon me: it is a land 
«© prepared for a perfect ſeed, not for Canaanites 
« ſwarming with inſects !” 


SHEPHERD. 

Little Faith reaſons like a nervous logician. 
And, indeed, it muſt be a very puzzling myſtery for 
e One 
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one of the Holy Seed to be perplexed with ſuch uns 
holy 'thoughts and workings: and, what makes it 
ſtill worſe, Belial ſuggeſts them ſo foul, that it is 
almoſt inipoſſible to open the mouth about them, 
either to the King or to any of the ſervants; inſo- 
much, that there is no ſpeaking ſo as to be caſed; 
and, I think, one main branch of the Serpent's wi/- 
dome lies in this. Such a poor buffeted child creeps | 
about in ſolitude, pondering upon that which he 
cannot either mention or reveal; and confiders him- 
felf as a companion for none but fiends. 


| STEWARD, | Br 
True: and ſometimes they are ſhaking their 
heads, and making motions with their hands, fears 
ing left one or other of theſe thoughts ſhould creep 
through their lips, and amount to words; which, 
they expect, would at once deluge them in black 
deſpair, if not in irrecoverable ruin. And, as you 
zuſtly obſerve, ſuch are always creeping alone, as if, 
like the king of Babylon, @ brute's heart was given 
to them, and they were deſtined. to dwell with the. 
' beaſts of the field ll they imagine themſelves as 
brutal in their appearance as they feel themſelves 
brutiſh 3 in their nature. 


SHEPHERD, ; 


I have often obſerved among my flock, eſpecially 
in hot weather, when the fies are very buſy, that, 


as ſoon as the maggots begin to work upon them, 


— are in Perperual ones, ſhaking and biting 
5 themſelves; 
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_ themſelves; but, as ſoon as ever they come to be 
very bad, they always leave the flock, ſhun the heat 
of the ſun, and creep into any hedge, ditch, or 
thicket, that they can get into; and there they lie 
till the ſhepherd finds them out, ſhears the fore 
parts, and applies the juice of the fir-zree to their 
wounds, and that cures them. I ſuppoſe Little 
Faith hardly ever caſts a longing eye at the ſand- 
bank now-a-days; does he ? 


STE WARD. 


No: if be does but even look that y. the old 
neſt is ſtirred up, and every hornet ſeems to be 
armed with a freſh ſting. Our paſſover feaft is at 
hand, and both lamb and bitter herbs are always 
provided for thoſe banquets, I am but an unſkil- 
ful proficient in ſerving them up, and therefore re- 
quire the more time for pre- conſideration. My 
dear friend, I muſt be gone, 


SHEPHERD, 


You are the beſt judge, Sir, of your own time. 
„ Seryants that are bound muſt obey.” Nor would 
I ever wiſh to detain you one moment longer than 
while you are diſengaged from the King's buſineſs. 
ſhall be rather buſy, at this ſeaſon, for a few 
weeks, as we are going to draft off a few of the 
lambs, for they are too old to live upon il (Heb. 
v. 13), and too old to ride in the h %m (Ia. xl. 11). 
At weaning times we general] y look out, for a tender 
bite 


— 
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bite for them, in order to prepare hen for the 
rich and * paſtures. 


4 


STEWARD, 


Then be A kind as to call upon me at the pa- 
lace when a fic opportunity offers, for 1 ſhall be 


glad at my heart to ſee you there. The Lord be 


With thee ! 
SHEPHERD, 


Aud with thy * ö 


THE 
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STEWA RD, 

* Knock „ and it, ſhall be opened unto you.” 
This is now fulfilled in the literal ſenſe, for I ſaw 
you coming, and was at the door when you knock- 
ed; and I hope the King will find both thee and 
me ready when he ſhall make the laſt viſit to the 
Lowland palace; that, when he cometh and knocketh, 
ze may open to him immediately. - Bleſſed are thoſe ſer- 
vants Whom the Lord, when he ae ſhall find 
watching, Luke xii. 36. _= 


SHEPHERD. 


True, Sir; and there is a daily bleſſedneſs in be-. 
ing ready, and in being prepared for his coming, as 
well as an everlaſting bleſſing of immortal glory to 

1 " OM 
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be revealed and received at the laſt time of his 


appearance, 


True: that is a daily bleſſing indeed! but it is 

underſtood and enjoyed but by feu. 
SHEPHERD. 

It is not; but we are living witneſſes of the truth 

of the prophecy, namely, that ſervants, yea, baſe 

men and fools, are not in the fecret. Pray, where is 


Little Faith now? 
— STEWARD». 

Poor Little Faith has had a the. time of it, 
indeed ! worfe than he ever knew before. Having 
been, for many years, a child of a ſorrowful ſpirit, 
he is habituated to diſtreſs and heavineſs of heart; 
but, having been favoured with-a comfortable view 
of the King's face, and with an open declaration of 

his being his dear /on, and a pleaſant child to be 
left in a neſt of hornets, and without even daring 
(as he thought) to lay any claim upon the King, 
or even ſo much as to call him Father, ſeems to go 


very hard with him. The poor little fellow was fo 


cut up, that there was ſcarcely a prince, princels, 
or ſervant, in the palace-royal, but ee was in 


4 travail for him. 
SHEPHERD, 


And, pray, was is the poor foul AP, 


STEWARD. 
| He is out again, and is. gone abroad d among ing 


Teſt of the young Princes, 
| SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD. 


pn how was he brought out? Was it by the 

proclamation of one of the King's ſpeeches, in an- 
ſwer to any of his own petitions ?' Or, was it by the 
interceſſion of any of the W Aiko 


STEWARD. 


1 I believe all theſe means were uſed and abs 
to; and, no doubt, the King approved of the uſe of 
theſe, as they are the means of his own appointment. 

But he was brought out of the hornets neft by a 
dream. He one night dreamt that he faw'a man 
in a ſhining garment, the moſt brilliant he had ever 
ſeen ; and he ſaw the form of an hand let down, that 
took that ſhining man, and carried him up to the 
ethereal regions which opened as he paſſed, and 
left a viſible cavity behind. The eyes of Little 
Faith purſued the man, and the hand that held him; 
and he ſoon perceived the ſtarry heavens divide, 
through which he paſſed alſo. After this a moſt 
radiant canopy appeared, which unfolding itſelf 
both eaſtward and weſtward, he went through that; 
and; in ſhort, into the third heaven: but, whether the 
man was" in the body, or out of the body, he could not 

tell, 2 Cor. xii. 3. But, while he ſtood gazing 15 

into heaven with a longing eye, he ſaw the ſame man 
let down again, juſt by a large cavern in the earth, 
very much like the mouth of the /and-bank to which 
Little Faith uſed to reſort, and from which he was 


n driven by the Hornets. : 
b 2 SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD. 


This i is a fingular dream, * muſt inſpire the 


ſoul of Little Faith with the moſt intenſe holy long- 
ings; I mean, after the ſbining man, to fee what be- 


came of him ; eſpecially as he had once been on the 
mount himſelf, and ſeen ſomething of theſe realities. 


Excuſe my breaking in upon your relation, . 
Steward. Pray, go on. 
, = "Wy 
STEWARD. 


Avieds: Faith, in his dream, ſaw the ſhining man 


let down again, and placed at the mouth of a great 
cavern in the earth, as before related; and, no 
ſooner was he ſeated there, in filent ſolitude, ac- 


cording to Little Faith's view of him, but he pre- 
ſently ſaw the jaws of the earth open; a cloud of 
ſmoke belched out, and ſeveral deſpicably deform- 


ea, but intelligent beings, with wings, appeared all 
in wonderful motion, 1 Sam. xxviii. 13. But one 
of this myſterious company appeared taller in ſta- 


ture, bigger in ſize, ſuperior in rank, more terrible 
in aſpect, more ſtately in gait, more forbidding in 
his looks, and more forward to command, than all 
the reſt. To him the others all ſeemed to look, be- 
fore him they all kept their diſtance, and to obey bis 


commands each ſtood ready. When, lo! this com- 

mander in chief ſtretched forth his hand, and took 
a rod: it ſeemed to be a branch of the tree called 
the cackſpur thorn; out of the ſide of which rod 


Aa remarkable long thorn. He went to the 
— » ſhining 
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thining man, ſtruck him violently on the breaſt, 
and left the hor in the man, which, to appearance, 


went through his clothes, ſkin, and fleſh (2 Cor. | 


| X11. 7), at the reception of which the man ſwooned, I; = 
and dropped. After this, the chief commander 


called one by the name of Meſſenger; gave him a 
ſtrap, ſomewhat reſembling a military belt made of 
buff; and ſent him to the ſhining man, who fell to 
ſmiting him, firſt on the one ſide of his head, and 
then on the other (2 Cor, x11. 7), as if determined 
to deprive him of his ſenſes. The poor man then 
put up the zhree following petitions — Deliver me | 
from the hand of him that is ſtronger than I. 
Let the prey be taken from the mighty. Let the | 
% lawful captive be delivered.“ Little Faith was 

wholly intent upon the viſion ; and, as ſoon as the 
man had put up his three petitions, he heard a voice 
from the third heaven, ſaying, My grace is ſufficient 
for thee, for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs, : 
2 Cor. xii. 9. At which the man leaped up, and 

cried out — Moſt gladly, therefore, will J rather 
ce glory in mine infirmities, that the porver of the King 
«© may reſt upon me, 2 Cor. xii. 9. Upon this Lit» 
tle Faich awoke, and felt for the hornets, but there 
was not one to be found. 


SHEP HERD, 


Wonderful is the condeſcenſion of his Mazel, | 
in teaching his, poor children, even in their fleep: 
„Sons and daughters ſhall propheſy. Old men 
1 hall dream dreams, and young men ſhall ſee 
| " "Þ 3 | DM viſions,” 
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« viſions,” Joel ii. 28. Who teacheth like bim! 7 
% The King ſpeaks once, yea, twice, , ſaith Elibu, 
ee but man perceiveth it not. In a eam, in a 
6 viſion of the night, when deep, ſleep falleth upon 
men, in ſlumbering upon the bed; then he open- 
ce eth the ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruction, 
e that he may draw man from his purpoſe, and hide 
ec pride from man,” Fob xxxni, 14. And, ſurely, 
Little Faith had a glorious night of it, bleſſed with 
beloved fleep, and wonderful i inſtruction was and 
in n, 


STEWARD. 


W onderfully applicable to his caſe, 3 has Little 

| Faith knows right well; for he came into the Stew- 
ard's room, in the morning, with ſuch an heavenly 
countenance, that it did my heart good to ſee him, 
The hornets are all gone, Mr. Steward,” ſaid he: 
“ they are fled, like the locuſts, into the Red Sea, 
E. and there is not one left; and, I hope, they will 


Ii never come back WM 1 Then Li told me t 


1 | 
\SHEPHER * 


n Faith will find himſelf . The 
Een will beſet him again /: it is the light of the 
King' 8 countenance, and his preſence, that puts them 
to flight; and, while Hz is enjoyed, the hornets will 
be hid; but, when the Kin g departs, they will return, 
though, perhaps, not in ſo violent a manner, 


STEWARD, f 


1 ow e Lint F aith to find that out. To talk at 
ty - | that 


* * a , 
f % 
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chat rate before him, while in his firſt love, would 
break his heart. Beſides, while his joys are ſtrong, 
he would not believe you, if you were to tell him fo, 
Theſe young ones expect to ſpend all their days in 
open viſion, and to enjoy the burning of divine love 
in their hearts all the way to paradiſe ; that their 
mountain ſhall never be moved, nor their comforts 
ever abate—ſo they ſpeak, and ſo they believe. 
And, for my own part, I don't love to contradict 

them; for I believe that all the King's children 
would enjoy much more of his Majeſty's preſence 
than they do, were they more conftant in their 
_ _ court-viſits, more dependent on the King's cle- 
mency, better read in the ancient records, and more 


en and 1 at the ivory dene 


7 o 


SHEPHERD, 


It is true: ſheep are never ſafe but under the 
Chief Shepherd's care; nor can the Seed-royal be 
ale but under the protection of his Majeſty. 


STEWAR D. 


The above is the counſel that I gave Little Faith, : 
J adviſed him to ſtudy his Father's records, to be 
conſtantly at the chapel- royal, to attend cloſely on 
his Majefty's perſon, to prize his countenance, and 
always to acknowledge his favours with thankful- 
neſs. And he ſeems to adhere to my counſel: he 
. meditates on his preſent felicity ; is very ſtudious ; 
and bids fair to cut a figure, ſhould he in future be 
Ayes to govern any part of his Majeſty's s do-. 
8 . SE minions. 


| 
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minions; Nevertheleſs, all the King's children do 

experience, not only a ſpiritual birth, and their ju» 

bilee days, but a weaning time alſo, 


SHEPHERD, 


Weaning times muſt come. We have our times 
for weaning the lambs: and it is common to ſee 
ſome of them, when they are firſt taken from the 
ewes, fall away, and get thin and lean ; but, after 
they become accuſtomed to the rich paſtures, they 
thrive better than when they lived and depended ſo 
much upon the ewes. 


STEWARD, 


It ſtands to reaſon that it ſhould be ſo, and that the 
children of the King want weaning as well as lambs, 
£© The new-born babe deſires the ſincere milk of the 
« word, that he may grow thereby.” But, while 
this is the caſe, nothing but their comforts are at- 
tended to. This 1s ſpending the royal bounty, but 
not engaging the King's enemies, Here are the 
Joys and comforts of grace, but little growth in 
knowledge. Praiſe is going forth, but prayer is 
almoſt out of ſeaſon ; for, while the cup a 
that which is wanting is eaſily numbered. | 


SHEPHERD. 


4 *S. 


Pray, do you ſend them out to be weaned? or, 
09 you wean them at home ? 


STEWARD, 
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— 


| STEWARD. ; 
Some are ſent out to be weaned—as Joſeph was 
ſent into Egypt, Lot into Sodom, David into Gath, 
and the diſciples were ſcattered from Jeruſalem 1 into 
all the four winds, Alls viii. 4. They were weaned, 
and then ſcattered abroad, that they might become 
nurſes to nouriſh and cheriſh others. Thoſe who 
have been uſed to milk themſelves, know how to 
draw out the breaſts to thoſe that are babes, Heb. 
v. 12, 13. And, when ſuch are weaned, and brought 


to live upon ſtrong meat, having their own ſenſes + 


exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil (Heb. v. 14), 
then they ſtrengthen others with the ſame food.. 
When the breaſt is put up, the records are ſearched, 
and knowledge is ſought. Hence the queſtion, and 
the anſwer to it Mom ſhall the King teach knows 
„ ledge? and whom ſhall he make to underſland dgc- 
trine? “ Them that are zweaned from the milk, 
e and drawn from the breaſts.” Ila. xxviii. 9, 


SHEPHERD. 


Children that ſuck the breaſt are never out of 
harm's way. They are timorous alſo, terrified, and 
frightened, at every thing, if their comforts are gone: 
and this appears plain in Little Faith, for the ſound - 
of the hornets wings Une: him into the wy mouth 
of the dog. 

STEWARD. 


What you ſay is true: they are timorous; and 


weakly too, * he that uſeth milk is a babe. The 
. ſucking 
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ſucking child is happie/ft while at the breaſt, but the 
weaned child walks beſt when forced to his feet. 
The former, when the breaſt is withdrawn, trembles 
at a hornet; the latter is not daunted at a viper. 
The weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice 
den. They ſhall not hurt nor defiroy in” all my holy 
mountain. But why? Recauſe the earth ſhall be full 
ef the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
fea, Iſa. vi. 8, 9. When weaned from the milk, 
they grow in experimental knowledge ; and the King 
calls thoſe miniſters paſtors according to his own heart, 
that feed his family with knowledge and underſtanding, 
ich ill, 15. 


Mn n a>, 
Little Faith would make a wry face, if he were 
to hear this converſation of ours: he would differ 
widely from us in theſe things, UE $477 


STEWARD. 

Indeed he would. He has got the highly-favoured 
bottle in his mouth, and I will be bound for him 
that he makes the moſt of it; nor will he part with 

it eaſily. He ſucks, and is ſatisfied with the breaſt of 
conſolations : he milks out, and is delighted with the 
abundance of Zion's glg, Iſa. Ixvi. 11. 


SHEPHERD. 


Truly the light i is ſweer,” ſaith Wiſdom, * vt 

« a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to behold the ſun. 
But, if a man live many years, and rejoice in them 
all, yet let him remember the days of darknels, 
i 6 ** for 
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* for they ſhall be many,” Eccleſ. xi. 7, 8. Pray, 
is Little Faith to be weaned in the palace? or is he 
to be ſent out? | 
STEWARD. | 
I do not know yet: at home, however, I am in- 
clined to think; and then I ſhall have work enough, 
and need of ten times more patience than I was ever 
poſſeſſed of—for theſe children are moſt intolerably 
croſs at weaning times; and ſo peevilh, pettiſh, and 
fretful, that they are a burden to themſelves, and to 
all about them; and, the more they ſtrive againſt it, 
the worſe they get. And they don't know from 
whence their frerful ſpirit comes: they know, by 
woeful experience, that their comforts are fled ;- but 
from what quarter their peeviſhneſs comes they know 
not, nor do they believe you if you tell them. So 
it is beſt to let them find it out themſelves : ſome 
few do; but many do not, even to the laſt, 


| 
SHEPHERD, 


1 ſuppoſe the Law has a hand in e has it 
not 1 
STEWARD. 

It has: but they cannot conceive var a ud lazy 
can ſtir up their evil nature; a holy late diſcover 
unholy corruptions; and a law that commands love, 
work wrath in man's heart. But ſo it is; and ſo the 
wiſeſt men have en it; and (© the fimpleſt babes 
have felt it, whether they believe it or not. 


SHEPHERD, 
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SHEPHERD. 


It is ſaid in ancient records “ And the child 
« grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a 
« great feaſt the ſame day that Iſaac was weaned.” 
Gen. xxi. 8. The company had a feaſt, but poor 


little Iſaac had a fat: they bangueted, but he was 


weaned, 7, 
5 STEWAR D. 


It was the cuſtom, in theſe eaſtern countries, to 


make a feaſt at ſuch times; and it is obſerved in the 


Palace - royal to this day. But I do not ſuppoſe that 


| Iſaac faſted; nor do the heirs of promiſe faſt on the 


day of the weaning feaſt. Iſaac had other food pre- 
pared, and ſo have the King's ſeed. The milk is 


taken away on the feaſt-day; but other proviſions | 


are provided—a feaft of fat things; a feaſt of ines 
on the lees; of fat things full of marrow; of wines 
on the lees, well refined, Iſa. xxv. 6. And, at the 
ſame time, is the veil, the face of the covering, de- 
ſtroyed (ver, 7). Great things are then ſeen; and 


ſtrong meat, fit for men of full age, is diſhed up: 


and a glorious feaſt they have; and they find this 


_ food more ſubſtantial than milk, which ſometimes 


abides with them but a few hours; but a good meal 
of marrow and fatneſs is like the cake baked by the 


angel, in the ftrength of which Elijah went forty days 


and forty nights, 1 Kings xix. 6, 8. They find 


their minds braced up, their feet ſeem to ſtand on 
even ground, the ſtability of the covenant of grace 
is conſidered and admired, their calling and election 
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is made ſure unto them, and they continue in an 
even frame for ſome time, and expect to continue ſo 
to the end. But, by and by, thefe comforts abate; 
and then it is ten to one but eaſe and inſenſibility 

beſet them; which they never ſuſpect; under which 
they meet with the King's frowns and reſentments; 
and out of which lethargy they are generally 
awakened by ſpiritual jealouſy, to which they are 
provoked by young converts. : | 


' SHEPHERD. 


ih 1 ape they pine after the breaſt again ; 
1. it is the young princes and princeſſes, who are 
ſatisfied and delighted with the breaſt, that provoke 
them to jealouſy. 
STEWARD, 


True; but it is the eaſe and inſenſibility into 
which they fall that expoſes them to the rage of 
jealouſy. The heir of promiſe at full age, whoſe 
houſe is eſtabliſhed, looks often with an eye of pity 
on a Joyful babe, becauſe he knows what weaning 
times mean. | 

SHEPHERD. - 


$7 ſuppoſe, after being ſorely tried, they meet 
with ſome little indulgence again with the breaſt ; 

do they not? I have often ſeen a tender mother, 
after ſhe has weaned her offspring, if it pines intenſely 
for the breaſt, take it up, and ſuckle it again. Can 
a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have 


compaſſ ion on the ſon of her womb ?—** She may 
| 9 a [faith 
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faith the ee yet zwill 1 never forget Zion, nor 
ther Mrrig. | 


STEWARD. 


"aid when a child thus pines, the mother often 
rubs ſome bitter aloes upon the breaſt; till, in pro- 
ceſs. of time, the child refuſes to touch it. And, 
indeed, the Seed-royal are often ſerved ſo: their 
comforts. ate ſucceeded: by bitterneſs. The heart 
knoweth its own bitterneſs; and a ftranger intermeddleth 
not with his joy. © 1 forgat proſperity,” ſaid one, 
becauſe of the bitterneſs that ſueceeded, . remem- 
& gering mine affliction and my miſery, the wormwood 
and the gall: my foul hath them Pill in remembrance, 
& aud is humbled within me. Lam. iii. 17, 19, 20. 


SHEPHERD. 


The ſoul that 1s born of t the Spirit © is filled with joy 
unſpeakable, and fall of glory. Under the prolific 
operations of the Holy, Comorter, every grace is im- 
planted; the new creature, which is the principle of 
grace, is formed; and in the ſaint's firſt love every 
lincament and feature of the ſecond Adant s image is 
as expreſs as the image of the Divine F abricator was 
on the firft Adam when he was formed. The clay 
was paffive in the Divine Potter's hand while Adam's 
frame was on the wheel; and the frong man armed 
is caſt out of the ſinner's heart, and every corruption 
lies motionleſs in it, when Jehovah moulds the veſſel 
of wrath into a veſſel of mercy (Rom. ix. 23), and 
rok his him for himſelf, to ſhew forth his praiſe, Iſa. 
xliii, 21. A wonderful calm | in the ſoul is felt, and 

nothing 
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nothing but true holineſs perceived (at certain ſea- 
ſons), while this. regenerating, renewing, freſh- 
forming or transforming work is ſecretly carrying 

on. Vea, every. divine touch given to this new work 
lays the believer under ſuch glorious ſenſations as 
he can neither deſcribe nor relate. But, though a 
divine nature be received (2 Pet. i. 4), - a carnal na- 
ture remains; a new creature is formed, but the old 
creature is not extinct. Iſrael is in the land, bus 
the Cunaanite will dwell among them: theſe were left to 
prove Iſtacel. Aſtoniſhing myſtery | | partakers of 
Fehovab's holingſs (Heb. xii. 10), and yet burdened 
with fallen Adam's corrupt nature! (Rom. vii. 24.) 
This old inhabitant will prove e Foal Iſraelite; 
and 1 muſt be tried. 


| STEWARD. 


What you have ſaid is true; and the ſafety of the 
Ran ſtate is made out to him. by the powerful 
ſenſations that he feels, and by the change that is 
wrought. It is a Divine power: this is PF to 
the weakeſt believer, by its being ſuperior to the 
ſtubbornneſs of the human will, the workings of 
Satan, and the motions of fin; and is no leſs than 
the empire, dominion, or reigy of grace, or the 
kingdom of God, which ſtands not in word, nor in 
external pomp, but in a power which, without con- 
| troverſy, is all divine. But, as you have juſtly 
obſerved, grace muſt be tried, yea, every grace; 
and nothing tries the grace of a new-born heir more 
than weaning him from the breaſt. Unbelief within, 

oppolitions 
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oppoſitions without, and the withdrawings of the 


| King's preſence, try faith. Deep poverty tries 


patience, and abounding plenty tries Zemperance. 
Cruel mockings, reproaches, and inſults, try meek 


neſs; abounding errors and damnable hereſies will 
try the roo? of the matter; wealth will try charity; 


pleaſure, beautiful ſnares, and creature comforts, 
will try the ſincerity of love; feigned hypocrites, 
half-hearted profeſſors, human applauſe, and clouds 
of ſelf-ſecking and men- pleaſing preachers, will try 
faithfulneſs ; while every beſetting fin that ſtrives for 
maſtery will try the loyalty of the heart, though at 
the ſame time they often help the faint to diſcover 
the predominant principle of grace. The word of 
the Lord tried Joſeph, and the ſame IxcARNATE 


| Worp will try every heir of promiſe. But, when 


the King tries them in the fire, he fits as a refiner by 


It; and, if he brings them i in, he will alſo bring 


them through. | 75 
SHEPHERD. | 


1 muſt withdraw. How time lides away in good 


| Hibhertatcn E "Ft 15 high t time to feed the ſheep, 


/ 


1:04 {SOR WARD. 
= hen ſhall you be at leiſure again ? 


- SHEPHERD, 


Almoſt any day from twelve o'clock to four: but 


not of an evening for ſome time; for the days are 


drawing in, and the ſhadows of the evening are 
ftretching ont, Jer. vi. -4 ; and at thoſe times we are 
very 


— 
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very much peſtered with wild beaſts; evening wolves - 
(Zeph. iii. 3), and ſubtle foxes (Ezek. xiii. 4), are 
perpetually creeping forth. Lambs in the midſt of 
wolves are always in danger; and great care and 
watchfulneſs are required in ſhepherds at all times, 
but more e at ſuch times as theſe. 


STEWARD, 


I believe there i is not. a creature living that has 
more enemies than a ſheep; nor is there a wild, ſa- 
vage, or voracious beaſt, that ranges the foreſt, but 


what is fond of preying upon it. 


SHEPHERD. 

It is true; yet there is not any ſpecies of dumb 
creatures upon earth that are ſo uſeful as they, nor 
any that have ſo much attention paid to them. 
Herds of no kind are attended like flocks of ſbeep. 
Were all his Majeſty's dominions to be ſurveyed 
where agriculture is known, we ſhould find ten 
ſhepherds, falſe or true, to one park-keeper 3 and 
twenty ſhepherds to one ranger of the foreſt, Moſt 
men who have read the Celeſtial Records form ſome : 
idea of the King's attachment to the ſheep. They 
ſee that the name has been aſſumed in heaven, even 
by the great King. Cherubs and ſeraphs alſo have 
. viſited and attended the King's flocks ; and the 
greateſt characters that ever appeared in the Low- 
lands have been of the ſame occupation. Hence 
| thouſands have aſſumed the zame and office of a 
Shepherd, who never ſaw a ſbecp till, like the rich 


- man 


2 171 5 | 


other, 
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man in hell, they ſaw it in Abraham's boſom ; and: 
| thouſands more, who have ſeen both ſheep and goats, 


but were never able to 81 the one from the 


STEWARD. | 

I believe it. However, the King will ſeparate 
the falſe ſhepherds from the true, and the ſheep 
from the goats, when he comes to make it manifeſt 
that there is one fold and one ſhepherd. But, how 
comes it to paſs that you are more troubled with 
theſe wild beaſts in the winter r than in the ſummer 
ſeaſon ? | | HT 

SHEPHERD» 


They are called evening wolves, becauſe they are 


| 1 of the twilight, A brutal night. ranger hates 


the ſun as bad as a bat or an owt. All the while the 
ſon is in the equator, theſe creatures can do but 
little miſchief, either by day or night, they have 
fach an intolerable averſion to the light; but, as 
foon as the ſun withdraws. from our horizon, the 
winter ſeaſon approaches, and the evenings grow 
long, then all the beaſts of the foreſt begin to move, 


they only he in their dens ill evening. If opportunity 


ſhould offer, I ſhould be glad to ſee you in the plain 
of Shechem, as I never care to be far from Jacob's 


| Well e the beaſts of the foreſt W forth.” 


11 e time permit, and Providence direct, 1 will 


15 wait _ you there. Tin _ may the Shield of 


Help, 


+ 
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Help, and the Sword of Excellency, be with you! 


and then you will never know the want of an offen- 
ſive or defenſive weapon. 


SHEPHERD. | 


I thank you for your bleſſing ; ; and, by ha afliſt- 
ance of Him that guides us into all truth, and 
brings all divine things to our remembrance, my 
petitions ſhall be in your calamity, | 


Q2 8 


1 


: 
: * ; 5 2 
| In 
* 1 9% 
© ; 


OF 


DIALOGUE Taz TENTH. 


STEWARD. 


: 


F 


: O SHEPHERD ! how have I been bearied-i in "Oy 

and buffeted in mind, by the Adverſary, in my 
If ſearches and reſearches after you! I had almoſt , 
So deſpaired of finding you; and, in my heart, was 
| turning back to the palace. You have ſerved me 
| _. as Jacob ſerved his bighly-favoured ſon: you told 
maae that you ſhould be feeding the flock in Shechem, 

when I have found you in the ſuburbs of Dothan, 


| 8 SHEPHERD. int 
I believe Joſeph's brethren and I had different 
' motives: they left all their flocks in Shechem, and 
x came to Dothan; whereas I came to ſeek a ſtrayed 
| ſheep in Dothan, that I might take it back to the 
1 | N flock 


r ¶ , —0%r,r— . ,. 
ee rey 9 — — — — — 
a. : 
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flock in Shechem. There was but one parcel of 
ground in all the land of Canaan that Jacob gave 
(by ſpecial will) to his ſon Joſeph (Jobn iv. 5), 
and it certainly is the moſt fertile ſpot, for herbage, 


in all the Holy Land; and yet, from this highly- 


favoured ſpot the flocks, one and all, are prone to 
ſtray, and at this ſeaſon of the year eſpecially: ſo 
that a ſhepherd ſeldom knows where to find them. 


STEWARD. 


Servitude 3 is often found to be grievous, and the 
| yoke of it is ſeldom eaſy long together: but it will 
not be long, at maſt, before we ſhall hear the ſoul- 
ſatisfying invitation of—“ Well done, good and 
e faithful ſervant: thou haſt been faithful over a 
« few things; I will make thee ruler over many 
5 things, Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!“ 


SHEPHERD» 


That ſweetens all; and the frequent foretaſtes of 
it keep Hope and Expectation on their watch- tower. 
Pray, how comes Little Faith on ? Has he taken his - 
final deave of the ſand-bank ? And, are the hornets 
all dead, or all fled, yet? Or is he, like one of the 
old inhabitants of Canaan, ſtill flying before them? 


STEWARD. 


Lt Faith is unſtable, ſtill, in all his ways, 
works, fights, acts, and actings, of credence: for 
bis felicity, after his laſt deliverance by a dream, 
laſted for ſome few weeks; at which time he went 


* N 3 


— 
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on cheerfully and comfortably, and therefore ful. 


pected that he never ſhould experience, in future, 
even a ſingle frown from the King; and thought 
thar there was hardly a labyrinth, maze, wilderneſs, 


ride, path, or walk, in all the royal territories, but 
be had travelled through, and was perfectly ac- 
quainted with yea; and that he was ſo well read in 


all the laws and records of the realm, that it would 
be impoſſible for the moſt ſubtle Hagarene ever to 
begotle, ſeduce, or deceive nl, again, | | 


| SHEPHERD. 
That 3 is a bad ſign. Little Faith has not properly _ 
conſidered the counſel and caution of Wiſdom :. 
Truſt in the King with all thine _— and lean not to 


thine own underftanding. 


STEWARD | 
Excellent advice: but many of our young princes 


permit their zeal to carry them where credence will 
not keep them company; and, as they da not tread 


their ground in faith, they are ſure to have all that 
ground to go over again; for it is treading in the 


ſteps of the faith of the ancients that is to bring the 


Seed- royal to the promiſed throne and dignity, 


eq But, alas! poor Little Faith had heard of a certain 


orator being appointed to deliver an oration at Ha- 
gar's caſtle; and that he was a ſingular man; one 


that enforced all the laws of Zion; ſpoke the lan- 


guage, and defended the docttines, of the Chapel- 
royal: that all his orations were delivered with 
2 IF 5 well- 
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well · tempered zeal, unaffected language was uſed, _ 


and undifſembled loyalty e in * ha- % 
N 
SHEPHERD, 
That ſtrumpet * hath caſt down many wounded; 
c yea, many ſtrong men have been ſlain by her. 
« Her houſe is the way to hell, going down to the 
46 chambers of death. Prov. vii. 26. 


S TEWAR D. 


It is true: but caution is not ſufficient; they muſt 
be made to feel it. Little Faith ſet off, ro make _ 

full proof of his wiſdom and underſtanding. And, 
by what I can learn, the report that Little Faith 
had heard was in-a great meaſure true: he heard 
the laws of Zion enforced, the language of the 
court ſpoken, and the doctrines of the Chapel-royal 
advanced : but, at the cloſe, a ſecret DASH was 
given to the whole; but ſuddenly backed with ſuch 
a ſtern look and zealous warning to all who were 
diſloyal, that Little Faith was zealouſly affected; 
confuſion began to operate on his mind; his con- 
ſiſtent views of the myſtery of faith, and the ſweet 
harmony of Zion's laws in his ſoul, vaniſhed; uni- 
verſal charity graſped his heart, and fleſhly paſſions 
put him in motion to his fingers ends; till his de- 
luded ſoul began to ſhake the wing, and hover over 
cry reprobate 1 in the tents of Kedar. 


SHEPHER Ds 


Univerſal Charity is a falſe name: it eiten it- 
Q. „ 
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ſelf to all the Hagarenes, it is true, but not to the 
Seed-royal; much leſs to the King, and thoſe who 
are in paradiſe. Love to the Hagarenes is always 
attended with rebellion againſt the King. Well may 
"Wiſdom counſel her children to keep their heart with 
all diligence , for, if the affetions of the heart ſtray, 
every thought goes after them. It is with the affec- 
tions as it is with a flock of ſheep: drive one through 
the hedge, or over the ditch, and, if there be a 
thouſand behind, every one will follow. . 


STEWARD. 
Little Faith found jt ſo : his comforts, medita- 
tions, pleaſing thoughts, and ſoul-ſatisfying pro- 
miſes, withdrew; and he began to look ſhy and 
cold upon all his brothers and ſiſters; and often 
ſhunned me, if he met me, as if he did not fee me, 


or was too deep in thought to notice any one that 


paſſed him. But he did not deceive me fo; for J 
knew where he was as well as he did, and therefore I 
was determined to try him. So, one day, as he was 
coming through the palace- gates, looking another 
way, as if he was determined not to notice me, I 
ſtopped him, and ſaid unto him —**. Shoulde/t thou 
* help the diſſoyal, and Love them that naTs the 
% King? Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
% King. Nevertheleſs, there are good things found in 
«& thee; in that thou haſt prepared thine heart to ſeek 
& the King,” 2 Chron. ix. 2, 3. He replied — 
*& Haſt thou found me?” I anſwered ! ] have 
& found thee; and, I ſuppoſe, Jam become thine 

vp: | enemy, 


3 


HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. 249 
« enemy, becauſs I tell thee the truth? They zea- 
6 Jlouſly affect thee, but not well.” I then turned 
on my heel, and left him with diſdain. 


"TEAS. 


* 


Reproof is en to him that forſaketh the 
way. 

STEWARD. . - 

Yet, it is an excellent oil, that ſhall not break the 
head. Hence Wiſdom's counſel, Let thy garments 
be alzways white, and let thine head lack no ointment. 
And Little Faith found it an unction to him; for 
he went with his petitions to the King, but there 
was neither voice nor hearing; and, after he had 
gone ſulky, and pouted about a week, he came creep= 
ing into the Steward's room again. What!” ſaid 
I, “ have you got the heart-burn ©” He ſaid he had 
not. What, then? the belly-ache?” He an- 
ſwered, No.“ But, he ſaid there was anotker man, or 
ſomething that could talk, that followed him perpe- 
tually, go whereyer he would, If he ſaid any thing 
of the King, that contradicted him; if he ſpoke good, 
that ſpoke evil; if he thought of the King, hat put 
other thoughts into his mind; if he attempted to 
pray, that reſiſted him; if to read, hat ſet him to 
gaping, or ſleeping, or thinking of other things. 
If he ran, hat ran. In ſhort, it pulled againſt every 
thing he did, and contradicted all he ſaid. He 
looked on the right hand, and on the left hand, be- 
hind him, and all around him, but he could ſee 
nothing, and yet be knew it was always there; be 

| could 


# 
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| could hear him inwardly, and feel him, but could 
never ſee him. And this,” ſaid he, © drives me 
&© almoſt to deſpair.” And he breathed out another 
dying ſpeech—* 7 ſpall go whence T ſhall not return, 
* & even to the land of darkneſs, and the Joadow of 
" death, Job x X. 21, 


SHEPHERD, 


This is always the caſe, if the children of Zion 
go over to the old mount; it genders to bondage, 
and invigorates the old man; and, when fleſhly 
paſſions are ſtirred up, the motions of fins, which are 
by the law, do work in the members, to bring forth 
fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5, The old man gets 
both his food and his fuel there. The fleſh lufleth 
againſt the ſpirit; and the fleſh finds no reſiſtance 
by the ſpirit from that quarter, but rather encou- 
ragement, for ſin takes occafion by the command- 
ment : but the grace of God gives it no ſuch occa- 
ſion, but ſubdues it. Grace ſhall reign, and fin ſhall 
not have dominion over the ſubjects of grace, 


STEWARD. 


At is bar pride, ignorance, or a Seine ſpirit, that 
always leads them there. The liberties, privileges, 
and bleſſings of loyalty, were never known by any 
of the Hagarenes; nor ſhall an heir of promiſe ever 
enjoy thele things while he affe#s them. Theſe are 
the bleſſed effects of a warm attachment to the King, 
and of a firm reliance upon his clemency. The old 
diſpenſation ſecures not theſe things; nor does he 
that 
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that advances them know what he ſays, or whereof 
he affirms, It is the new diſpenſation that ſecures 


the Fhrone to the King's ſeed, and that for ever- 
more. : 


SHEPHERD. 

It is true; and he that advances and maintains 
thoſe things, may know affuredly what he ſays, and 
whereof he affirms, ' And it is clear that the old 
diſpenſation ſets no ſuch hope before us: that pro- 
miſes no throne, but the better covenant does. Te 
Lord hath ſworn in truth unto David; he twill not turn 

from it: of the fruit of thy body will T ſet upon thy | 
| throne. That promiſe ſecures the eternal reign of 
the King. And the next verſe reaches to all the 
King's ſeed ; If thy children will keep my COVENANT, _ 
and my TESTIMONY, that I SHALL TEACH THEM, 
their children alſo ſhall fit upon th 3 [tbrone for evermore, 
Plalm cxxxii. 12. 

STEWARD. 

It is clear that the inheritance is not of the law, 
for that had been in being long before the above 
promiſe was revealed, The throne is to be obtained 
by a covenant and a teſtimony that was to be taught 
in future; © If thy children will keep zy Covenant, 
* and my TESTIMONY, that I SHALL teach them, they 
* ſhall fit upon thy hrone. The promite reaches 
both to the King and His SEED (Iſa. lix. 21), and 
is handed down to us by the King himſelf: And to 
bim that overcometh [in the fight of credence] will 
4 Sane to fit with me in my LAHRONE, even as { 
| overcame, 


— 
r OC — 
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overcame, and am ſet down with my 98 in his 


_TUKONE, Rev. iii. 21. 


SHEPHERD. 
He that fights the good fight, and keeps the faith, 


| ſhall inherit the crown, and zhrone too, let the Ha- 


garenes ſay what they will, Pray, how is Little 
Faith now? Does the frange man follow him? Does 
he pull him back ſtill? and contradict all that he 
ſays ſtill, according to his former complaint? 


STEWARD, 


No; he ſeems to have got rid of him for the pre- 
ſent; and he, poor little fellow! vainly ſuppoſes 
that he is gone for ever: he ſays, 9 be hopes that | 


he 1s dead. 5 


SHEPHERD, 
Little Faith is right enough. He hath been 


arraigned, condemned, crucified, and buried: ne- 
vertheleſs, he exiſts ſtill; yea, he lives, and will 


purſue, hinder, gainſay, and reſiſt Little Faith at 


times, as long as he remains in the Jozoland palace, let 
him continue in it as long as he may, Pray, .how 


did he get rid of the range man? 


„ STEWARD, . 
It was by a dream, as he told me. He one night 


dreamed that he ſaw a narrow road lead right through 
the terraqueous globe; and the end of it reached to 


the eaſtern part of the world, at the extremity of 
which ſtood a ghaſtly phantom, with a barbed dart 
8 | in 


7 
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in his hand; and on the other fide of the ſpectre 
appeared a brilliant crown ſuſpended from under the 
portals of Paradiſe. Some parts of this road ſeemed 
to be very rough, others very crooked. On ſome 
parts there were inſurmountable hills; on others, 
vallies altogether as deep. Some parts, again, were 
very ſtony; and others were covered with blocks of 
wood. On this road, too, he perceived numbers of 
men employed: ſome were endeavouring to make 
the crooked paths ſtraight, others the rough places 
plain; ſome were caſting up the road, in order to 
make the middle thereof lie round, others were tak- 
ing up the flumbling-blocks out of the way; ſome 
were making high heaps of ſtones, others were fixing 
landmarks, and others were lifting up ſtandards. 
Some were endeavouring to lower the hills, others 
to raiſe the vallies. And here and there one was 
fixing hand- poſts; and upon every hand-pof there 
was a different inſcription written. One read 
Refuge! refuge! Another — So run that yo may 
obtain. Another after this manner Set thine heart 
to the highway. Another bore this inſcription— 
Ponder the path of thy feet, and let thine eyes lock © 
right before=thee. Another—Turn not to the right- | 
hand, nor to the left, And the laſt that he read was 
this Eſcape for thy life, look not vebind 15 neither 
tarry i in all the Gs. 


SHEPHERD, 


A FOR dream, full of wholeſome inlet 
Wiſdom ſays- — A dream cometh through a mul- 
0 titude 
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* titude of buſineſs, as a fool's voice is known by a 
* multitude of words.” But ſuch dreams as theſe 
come from another quarter. 5 


r 


: STEWARD, 


They do, and ſo Little Faith found it. But, to 
proceed, He told me that he ſaw a beam of light 
run through the whole path; and it ſeemed to ſhine 
more and more as it drew toward the eaſtern point, 
This ray, he faid, appeared to him to caſt a light 
right on the middle or crown of the road. And he ſaw 
; ſeveral people walking thereon, here and there: and 

one was right under this ſhining light; and they 
ſeemed, at times, to go on cheerfully : others were 
foundering among the fumbling-blocks, while others 
were endeavouring to take them out of their way. 


Some were clambering up the hills; others, with the } 


greateſt difficulty, were deſcending into the vallies; 
while ſome were perplexed in the crooked parts of 
the road, and the ſouls of others were much diſcouraged © 
becauſe of [the roughneſs of] ihe way. Among the 
numbers on this path Little Faith ſaw one travel 
very ſlowly on; and to him he appeared to have 
f ferters about his feet, which he dragged at his heels; 
and preſently he perceived him to ſtumble ; but a 
hand, hardly perceptible, caught hold of him, and 
helped him up; at which he cried out hen ny] 
feet ſlipped, thy mercy, O Lord! helped me up.” 
But, what ſurpriſed Little Faith moſt, was, that his 
fetters were not taken off; and yet the man went on, 
: and" ina * triumph ſaid —** . ſhould I 

. 66 fear 
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« fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels: 
6 ſhall compaſs me about ?” Palm xlix. 5. 


SHEPHERD», 
And, pray, was this dream attended with a com- 
forting power, ſo as to deliver Little Faith from the 
firange man? Or, how did he get rid of him? 


STEWARD. 


1 will tell you what it was that was made a | bleſſ- 
ing to Little Faith, if you will hear me patiently. 
Among all the travellers that he ſaw on this road, 

| he perceived one who ſeemed to outrun all the reſt, 

and he kept right under the light in the middle of 
the way. He had not looked long on that man, 
before he perceived him deſcend into a deep valley, 
ſo that he loſt fight of him. Little Faith fixed his 
eyes on the next riſing hill, expecting him every 
minute to aſcend that, as he ſeemed to be ſo ſwift of 
foot: but it was a long time before he began to 
aſcend the hill; and, when he did, he appeared to 
be ſo burdened, that he could ſcarcely move. He 
looked to ſee what the load was that he carried; 
and, to the beſt of his diſcernment, it was the body 
of a dead man that he had got, which appeared to be 
made faſt to his neck, to his ſhoulders, and to his 
waiſt, He could juſt move under his load, and that 
was all, and yet ſeemed very eager to get on; but, 
when he found that he could not get forward, he 
reſted upon his ſtaff, and fetched a bitter ſigb, as if 
he would have broke his heart, and cried out— 
: O roretched 
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* O-zpretched man that Tum! Who ſpall deltvier me 
& from the body of this death 2” Rom. vii. 24. 


SHEPHERD. 


One would have thought that that man had been 
a Roman malefaftor, who had been guilty of murder, 
and ſo was condemned to carry the body that fell a 
victim to his cruelty till he periſhed with it; for 1 
have been informed that ſuch a law was once (if not 
now) in force among the Romans, | 


STEWARD. 
I know nothing of Romiſh laws - but this was the 
caſe with the poor man whom Little Faith ſaw in his 
dream, as he told me. But that which puzzled 
Little Faith moſt was, that he ſaw the man whom 
he thought to be dead move, and at times ſtruggle, 
as the other ran carried him along. 


' 


SHEPHERD. 


If he moved and ſtruggled, there muſt. be life; 
for if he was, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, pos png could 
be no motion in him. 


STEWARD. 


Very true. However, he did ſtruggle hard, as 
Little Faith told me: and all his ſtruggling was, as 


he thought, to get back again from whence he came; 
for the face of the dead man was toward the weſt, 
while the face of him that carried him was toward 
the eaſt, And, notwithſtanding the heavy load, and 
the 


— 
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the ſtruggling and kicking of the dead man, the other 
ſtill Kept his face to the eaſtern point, without ever 
looking behind him, or even to the right-hand or to 
the left, as he went. And ſometimes he ſeemed ſo 
earneſt to get on, that Little Faith told me he could 
compare him to nothing but a bird, with a ſtone tied 
to its foot, ſpreading the wing, and fluttering for 
flight, earneſt for its own element, while the ſtone 
confined it to the earth. That which ſeemed for a 
while to perplex Little Faith was, how a corpſe 
ſhould move: but he was preſently relieved from 
that perplexity, by diſcerning a molt ghaſtiy fienre, 
all over black, with wings on his back, a dart in his 
hand, and a barbed tail behind ; who fled up to the 
dead man, breathed into him, and animated him 
with freſh ſtrength and vigour; which made him 
ſtruggle with ſo much ſtrength and violence, that 
it was difficult to tell which gained ground, the 
living man or the dead one. From hence Little 
Faith perceived that the motion and vigour of the 
dead man were communicated by that ghaſtly mon- 
ſter, but he wiſt not what to call him. 2475 


SHEPHERD. 
This is a a fingular dream ; and I ſuppoſe that. ihe 
dead man would ſoon have ceaſed to iroggle, BAS 
not che other 87 him. 


f | | 4 38 TE WARD, 
So Little Faith ſaid ; for, when he firſt breathed 
on him, he kicked and hung till the other gained 
v3 1 99 | { OBOE R : 1 A 
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no ground, but ſeemed weary, and quite out of 
breath: therefore he reſted upon his ftaff, and re- 
peated his former cry O wretched man that I am! 
„Mo ſhall deliver me from the body of this death e”* 
He had no ſooner uttered his lamentable complaint, 
than Little Faith ſaw a moſt glorious form deſcend 
from the upper regions by the way of the eaſt, and 
came to the living man that carried the dead one, 


and breathe upon him; which ſo animated him, that 


he-cried out, in a heavenly rapture, ** I can do all 
« things through Chrift, eohich frengtheneth me,” 
Phil. iv. 13. I am frrengthened with all might, 
& according to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and long-ſuffering, with joyfulneſs,” Coloſſ. i. 11. 
And, as foon as he had uttered theſe expreſſions, he 
put his ſtaff under his arm, off he ſet, and up the 
hill he went; and, all the time he was going up 


the hill, the dead man e moved either hand 


or foot. 
\ SHEPHERD. | I 
The life of the one ſeems to be the death of the 
other; for when the black, ugly figure, animated 
the dead man, the living one halted; but, when the 


ſhining form breathed on the living map, the other 
ſeemed motionleſs, 


STEWARD. 


So it n to Little Faith. But, 3 as the live 
ing man gained the ſummit of the bill, he ſaw the 
ugly beaft with Tings and tail came again to the 
ad: man, open his boſom, and write in dark, 
| _ gloomy 
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gloomy characters, or revive a kind of law, which 
was not legible enough for Little Faith to make it all 
out; but what little he could diſcern ſeemed to be 
of a rebellious and deſtructive nature; worſe, if 
poſſible, than either the laws of Mahomet, or of the 
Bramins. He then cloſed his boſom, breathed on 
him afreſh, and departed : and then (if poſſible) the 
dead man plunged and kicked worſe than ever he 
had done before, infomuch that Little Faith could 
not tell which would be maſter. Sometimes one 
ſeemed to have the advantage, and ſometimes the 
other. At laſt, the living man took his ſtaff from 
under his arm, fixed it before him, and leaned all 
his weight upon it; and ſo ſtood his ground, but 
could not get one ſtep forward. And preſently he 
poured out this complaint — Bur 1 ſee another law 
«© in my members, warring againſt the law of my mind, 
& and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin,” 
Rom. vii. 23. As ſoon as he had uttered that com- 
plaint, he fixed his eyes on a large rock that pro- 
jected from the fide of the road, and laboured hard. 

| fo get at it, the dead man kicking and ſtruggling 
with all bis might to hinder him. Nevertheleſs, he 
got hold of the rock, and there he hung, trembling 
at every joint, ſaying—© I was preſſed above mea- 

 & ſyre, and deſpaired even of life. *Nevertheleſs, the 

foundation of God ftandeth ſure, having this ſeal, 
* The Lord knoze eth them that are his,” 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. 


2 SHSPHERD. 


— s - ; 
1 
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SHEPHERD. 


is ſuppoſe the dead man ceaſed to ſtruggle while 
he held faſt by the rock; for that rock is a rock of 
offence to the dead, and what is an offence is often 
ſhunned. 


| STEWARD. 

Little Faith ſaid that, if it were poſiible, the dead 

man ſtruggled harder then than ever he had done 
before ; that, if poſſible, he ſeemed determined to 
pull him from the rock. But preſently he ſaw the 
ſame ſhining form come again to the living man; 
and, at his approach, he opened his boſom ; while 
the ſhining form put forth his finger, and wrote, or 
revived, ſomething on his breaſt, in brilliant charac- 
ters, which he could not read for the glory that ap- 
peared on them. After this, he breathed on the liv- 
ing man again, which animated him afreſh; ſo that 
he ſet off with more alacrity than ever, fixing his eyes 

on the crown that hung under the portals off paradiſe, 
and ſaying —* I thank God, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. So, then, with the mind 1 myſelf ſerve the 
4 Jaw of God, but with the fleſh the law of fin.” 
| Rom. vii. 23. But, he had not gone far, before the 

| lack beaſt came again to the dead man, breathed on 
| him afreſh, and wrote on his forehead the name of 
Blaſphemy, Rev. xiii. 1. After this, he ſeemed to be 
more deſperate and rebellious than ever: however, 
the other ſtill lugged him on; he could neither throw 
| bim down nor pull him back; and preſently the 
ſhining form xPpeares: again, and wrote the word 
ABQOPTION 


— — — —_ 
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ADoPT10N on the forehead of the living man, ſaying, 


Him that overcometh will I make à pillar; and 


* 7zeill orite upon him my NEW NAME,” Rev. ili. 12. 
and then departed.” At which the living man, in an 
holy triumph, faid—< Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
© the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation, diſtreſs, 
« peril, or ſword ?. Nay, in all theſe things we are 
e more than conquerors, through him that hath 
<«. Javed us. For I am perſuaded that neither life, 
<< nor. death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 


„ powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 


nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
e which is in Chriſt ers our Lord.“ Rom. viii. 
WI 
SHEPRAERD. | 

0 the ſuperabounding clemency of che Kiog! 
who ſuccours the tempted, and ſhields and defends 
the immortal principle that himſelf hath implanted, 
that the living, the living, may praiſe him! How 
ſweetly muſt the living man go on after this! 


STEWARD, 


He did, as it was exhibited to Ee Faulk: "the 


he ſaw him aſcend the following hill as if he had 


nothing to carry ; but, as ſoon as he came upon a 
Jong plain, which ſeemed to be even ground for a 
very great diſtance, he appeared to ſlacken his pace; 
and, to the beſt of Little Faith's view of things, the 
road. was very rough, and the man was fo perplexed 
with entanglements, that he did not ſeem to gain 
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any ground at all, but kept going croſs and eroſs 
the road, in order to ſhun ſome evils, as if that place 
was beſet with ſnares, gins, and traps. In ſhort, he 
ſeemed to be in worſe perils than. ever he had been 


| betore: the dead man began to plunge again; and 


the ugly figure that appeared before came a fourth 
time, and ſhot three fery darts at the living man; 
but every one of them miſſed him, and hit the dead 
one, which enflamed him with deſperate rage, in- 
ſomuch that the living man could not get on, but 
reſted on his ſtaff, as before, ſaying, Beheld hot 
ce great a matter à little fire kindleth | and it ſetteth 
«© n fire the courſe of nature, and it is ſet on fire of 
& þell,” James iii. 3-7. All the. motion, at this 


time, ſeemed to be in the dead man: the living one 


bad nothing bur difficulties before him ; he eyed the 
crown at the end of his race; and put forth his hand, 
as if he caught at it; nevertheleſs, he could not get 
on, but cried out—** I preſs toward the mark for the 
« prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Feſus— 
& forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and REACH:- 
„ forth unto thoſe things which are before.” 
WF 
* SHEPHERD, 


It appears a little fire, indeed; but, when et on 


fire of hell, it blazes with a witneſs! At ſuch a time 


he might reach out his hand, and preſs forward, 


but could gain very little ground; yea, it is good 


work if a man can keep, and not loſe ground. 


STEWARD, 
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| STEWARD, 

It is ſo. However, the ſhining form appeared to 
the living man again, as he was ſtriving to move on 
by the help of his ſtaff; and he opened his boſom, 
and breathed ſparks of fire into his breaſt ; and then 

he whiſpered in his ear, bid him go forward, and 
departed, The man leaped like a roe, and cried out, 
« My foul melteth (Pſalm cxix. 28), yea, my heart 


&* burned within me while he communed with me by the 


L 


*© bay. Upon this Little Faith awoke, and his 
ſleep was ſweet unto him. 


net. Dd; 


And it was this dream that frightened Little 
Faith's ſtrange man away: was 82 


STEWARD, 


Ves: this, he ſaid, had driven him away; for, 
when 1 awoke, he was filled with joy; nor could 
he either hear him ſpeak or feel him work, and he 
hoped that he never ſhould . 


| SHEPHER p. 


If he never does, it is plain chat he will have 
better ſucceſs than the living man had whom he faw 
on the King's highway; for he ſeemed to be joyful 
if the dead man ceaſed to ſtruggle only for a little 
while. Little Faith never ſaw the dead man taken 
from the other's back; ſo that he could not draw 
ſuch a concluſion from any thing exhibited to him 
R 4 ; in 
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1 


in the dream: his inference, therefore, is ground- 


els; and ſo Little Faith will find i it. 


STEWARD, 


; 8 ſhall leave Little Faith to find theſe things out 
by his feelings, as he goes on. I do not love to ſet 
a number of. difficulties before him, to damp. his 
joys. What ſurpriſed me moſt was, that Little 
Faith did not ſee a croſt upon the back of the dead 
man; for the old man was crucified, and he is nailed 
to the croſ to this day; ſo that he cannot aſcend the 
throne, to reign over the living man and, the more 
he ſtruggles for maſtery, the | more the nails gall 
him, | 
ja SHEP HERP, - 
Bur why is he called a dead nan? 
STEWAR v. 


He goes by various names; ſuch as, Corruption, 
that cannot inherit incorruption; he is called Fleſh, 
becauſe the poor body is called upon to gratify his 
brutal defires ; he is called Sin, that dwelleth in us; 
the Ol Man, that is corrupt according to the deceitful 
luſts; the travelling, or Wayfaring Man, that eat the 
Poor man gere lamb that lay in his boſom (2 Sam. 
Xii. 4); the Body of Sin (Rom. vi. 6), being a la, 
a myſtery of evil, a body of iniquity : ſo that he is 
neither the body nor the ſoul of the living man, but 
the body of fin, that cleaves to both, This old man, or 
- this body of fin, was imputed to our great Surety, who 
undertook our cauſe, and engaged to diſcharge our 
. debts; 
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deletes ; and was condemned when the ſentence was 
paſſed upon him. Jehovah ſent bis own Son in the 
likeneſs of finful flyſh; and for fin [that we had com- 
mitted] condemned fin in the fleſh of him, Rom. viii. 3. 
Firſt, here is the Surety in our nature, in the like- 

neſs of ſinful fleſh, with our burden on him, which 
he bore in his own body, Next is the ſentence, 
Condemned fit in the fleſh Thirdly, here is his 
execution, The old man is crucified, Rom. vi. 6, 
And, fourthly, his deſtruction, That the body of fin 
might be d:froyed. On account of the above cited 
imputation, ſentence, execution, and deſtruction, in the 
Surety's fleſh, he is emphatically called, by the living 
man, à body of death. Who ſhall deliver me from 
« the body of this death 2”. Rom. vii. 24. 


SHEPHERD, 


I thank you, Sir, for your inſtruction. I perceive 
clearly that this dead man 15 neither the, body nor the 
ſoul of the living man, but /n that dwells in both: 
conſequently, he muſt be an enemy to the King, to 
his clemency, to his ſeed ; yea, an enemy to the 
King, and to the bodies and ſouls of all the Royal 
Family. Nor has that old man any real friend in all 
the lowland palace, nor in the celeſtial realms; but 
only in the uſurped empire of that ugly monſter who 
appeared with wings in the dream of Little Faith, 
who is called the prince of the power of the as be- 
cauſe he flies about in the air, 


9 


STEWARD. 


1. 
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STEWARD. 
What you have ſaid is true: and certain it is that 
that dead man, under the animating power of that 
black monſter, has done, and is juſtly charged with, 
all the evils that have ever been done in the Palace- 
royal; for the Royal Seed would never offend his 
Majeſty in thought, word, or deed, if that villain, 
and the other that helps him, would let them alone, 
This the King knows, and therefore he hath bleſſed 
them; and unto them he will not impute Si (Rom. 
vi. 8); for it is not they that do evil, but Six, that 
dwelleth in them, Rom. vii. 17. The Royal Seed 
& would do good; to w:] [200d] is preſent with 
them; they delight in the law after the inner man, 
* and with the mind they ſerve the law, but not in 
«© the oldneſs of the letter. The body is the King's 
temple; the ſoul his reſting. Place, his delight, and 
& his chief treaſure; and both are conſecrated to his 
« ſervice; therefore they neither obey the dead man, 
46 nor the 2gy monſter. It is captivity, not obedience 
% (Rom. vii. 23), for they all long, ſtruggle, 
c ery, and pray, to be exactly like the King, in 
6 feature, purity, and holineſs; and it is that dead 
* man pulling againſt them that is the ſole cauſe of 
all their trouble and miſery.” | 


SHEPHERD. 


This appeared plain in the dream exhibited to 
Little Faith: for, when the dead man lay ſtill, the 
living man was like one upon the wing; but, when- 


ever 
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ever the dead man got freſh vigour, and began to 
ſtruggle and pull againſt him, then the othergroaned, 
and cried for help. Therefore it is plain that, when 
he refiſted the dead man, and him that helped him, 
he ſhewed his valour for the King; and by his un- 
utterable triumphs, whenever the King appeared to 
ſtrengthen him, he ſhewed his unfeigned loyalty; 


and proved by ocular demonſtration whoſe * fer- 
vant, and ſicbjedt, Ke Was. 


STEWARD. 


- The royal ſeed are wholly at the King's ſervice, 
and devoted thereunto. All and every thing be- 
longing to them is epgaged in ſeeking his glory, 
except that dead man : for, when the underſtanding is 
enlightened to ſee the King, the ill, under a di- 
vine power, bows to him, and makes choice of him, 
The underſtanding works into the King's mind, will, 
and pleaſure; and commits all his diſcoveries to the 
judgment, to be conſidered and examined, and ſo to 
be approved or rejected according to the judgment 
of right and wrong; while a jury of thoughts attend 
the court of conſcience, to know his mind, whole 
ſentence fixes it, that he may receive no damage, 
The mind labours to get above and out of the noiſe 
of the world, and that life and peace may be en- 
joyed by minding heavenly things. What the un- 
derſtanding diſcovers to be ſuitable, if upon judg- 
ment made it be found to be ſo, then, if conſcience 
acquieſce, the il chooſes, or makes his choice; and 
what the will chooſes, the affe#ions love, Thus, un- 
N Fats der 


— 
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der the influence of the Spirit of clemency, the whole 
foul becomes loyal. The body, allo, becomes 4 
temple of the King, in which he dwells; and it 
bears his name, and his treaſure, The fee? willingly 
move in his ways; the hands work for the ſupport 
of the tabernacle; the eyes pore on the records; the 
ear attends to the joyful ſound made by his heralds; 
WV while the month ſpeaks forth his praiſes, his mighty 
acts, and wonderful works. In ſhorr, every member 
becomes a ſervant to righteouſneſs, Rom. vi. g. 
There is nothing that ſtands out againſt the King 
but that dead or old man, and that wicked king that 
helps him, who will never be gained over to the 
King's party; nor will either of them ever become 
loyal, for the old man has neither fear nor feeling, 
and the other is quite deſperate, 
SHEPHERD. 

And it appears by Little Faith's dream, that the 
old man has got a law contrary to all laws, for it 
« wars againſt the law of the mind.” "So 


STEWARD. 


It does. That »gly Agure ſtirs up and works in 
the old man, to blind the underſtanding, to influence 
the will with ſtubbornneſs, the mind with infidelity 
and vanity, the judgment with confuſion, the con- 
ſcience with inſenſibility, and to make the affections 
inordinate, He labours to make the feet go the 
wrong way, to defile the hands, to charm the ears 


with inſtrumental and falſe ſounds, to make the eyes 
look 
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look on vain objects, and the mouth to utter per- 
verſe things. And thus is this old man ſtirred up 
by that ugly figure, who infuſcs his o- Jeaven in him, 
in order, if poſſible, 70 leaven the zwhole lump; and 
is therefore juſtly ſtiled Man, becauſe he works in 
every part of man, yea, in every faculty of the ſoul ; 
and labours to employ every member of the body in 
the ſervice of /in, which is him/elf, he being expreſsly 
called a body of fin. He is called the old man alſo, 
becauſe of his antiquity: he is the oldeſt man upon 
earth, and almoſt as old as the worid. He is corrupt, 
his law is a ſyſtem of villany, his deeds are evil, and 
he is pregnant with nothing but deceit and miſchieſ. 
He will never be changed, mended, nor made better. 
He has been arraigned, tried, condemned, crucified, 
dead, and buried, and yet exiſts; and is to be denied, 
reſiſted, mortified, and put off daily, and every day. 
And this is Little Faith's ftrange man; and the body 
of death that follows, and plagues, every living man 
in the lowland palace, whether he be ſoldier, ſer- 
vant, or ſon. _ 

„ SHEPHERD. | 

This old man bears the worſt character of any that 
I ever heard of. Loyaliſts and rebels both fear and 
tremble. The dog Smut trembles before the Chief 
Shepherd : but this man neither feels, fears, nor 
trembles; neither King = Judge ever put him into 


a panic. s 
STEWARD. 


He is void of all fear and feeling, indeed; and is 
8 a moſt 
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a moſt deſperate enemy to every one that favours the 
King. But 1 muſt withdraw, otherwiſe I ſhall 
bring myſelf into trouble. My interviews with you 
are ſomewhat like Jacob's apprenticeſhip, when he 
ſerved ſeven years for a wife; which, according to 
the ancient Records, ſeemed but a my for the love 
that he had unto her, 


SHEPHERD, 


I did not think that it was fo late as it really 1s, 
I do not like to over-ſtay my time: for, when I am 
| obliged to hurry back to my buſineſs, and can hardly 
get there in time, it is apt to make me fretful and 
peeviſh ; and, when that 1s the caſe, I am ſure to be 
ſtripped of all comfort, and unfitted for meditation. 


STEWARD: 
Very true. Well, the firſt } opportunity I have, 
I will call on you at your little but, | 


SHEPHERD. 


At which place I ſhall be glad to ſee you. You 
| know my leiſure hours. 


STEWARD. 


O yes, Till then, peace and prof Nur be wich 


you. 
SHEPHERU. 


The ſame be with you. 
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STEWARD. 


So, I have found you in your little rural hut. 

You have been peruſing the MoTHER of all good 

books, I perceive. | 
SHEPHERD. 


J have: and a bleſſed mother ſhe is! for ſhe hath 
afforded me many a choice diſh of meat, many a 
ſweet morſel of bread, many a drop of honey, many 
a flaggon of wine, and many a draught of milk. 
Indeed, I have often got entertainment there, when 
1 could get it no where elſe, 


STEWARD. 
But that choice mother has got a myſterious way 


of concealing her rich dainties at times, 
3 SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD. 


True. The Maſter keeps the /eal of all her ſecrets, 
and the key of all her ſtores. Nor are any admitted 


to her cellar, breaſts, ſprings, or ſtores, but real 
friends: Eat, O friends! 9255 yea, drink abun- 
dantiy, O beloved ! Cant. v. 


STEWARD, 


No: The ſervant knows not what his Bir d doth. 
But I have called you friends (faith the King], for all 
things that ] have heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you, John xv. 15. Hence it appears, that none 
but friends are in the ſecret, and they that are in 
the ſecret are ſure to be friends, 


SHEPHERD, 


I have ſometimes thought, that a nation muſt be 
truly blefſed, if it were governed by no other laws 
than thoſe of that bleſſed book. It is fo complete a 
ſyſtem, that nothing can be added to it or taken 
from it. It contains every thing needful to be known 
and done. It affords a copy for a king (Deut. xvii. 
18), and a rule for a ſubject. It gives inſtruction 
and counſel to a ſenate, authority and direction for 
a magiſtrate. It cautions a witneſs, requires an im- 
partiaF verdict of a jury, and furniſhes the judge 
with his ſentence, It ſets the huſband as lord of the 
houſc hold, and the wife as miſtreſs of the table; tells 
bim how to rule, and her how to manage. It entails 
honour to parents, and enjoins obedience to children. 


| Ir preſcribes and limits the ſway of the ſovereign, 


tae 


ad 
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the rule of the ruler, ind the authotity of the maſter; 4 
commands the ſubjeck t to honour, and the ſervant, to 
obey; and promiſes the bleſfing ahd protection of 
its Author to all who walk by its rul les. lt gives 
direction for weddings, and for burials; 3 rEgUIAtes 
feaſts and als, mournings and rejoicings ; and or- 
ders labour for the day, and reſt for the bight, . It 
promiſes food and raiment, and limits the uſe of 
both. It points but a faithful and an eternal Guar= 
dan to the departing huſband and father; tells bim 
with whom to leave his fatherleſs children, and 1 in 
whom his widow is to truſt (Ji. Xlix. 11), and 
promiſes a father” to che former, and a hü band to 
the latter. It reaches 4 man how to ſer his houſe ir in 
order, and how To make his will,” 'It dppoints'a * 
dowry for the wite, ehrails the right of the fliſt-born; 
and ſhews'howthie' younger branches (Yall be elt! 


it defends the rights of all; and ſeveals vengeance te to 


S 


4 


every defrauder, over- teacher, or oppreſſor. It is 
the firſt book, the Beſt book, nd the oldeſt book, - 
in all the world. 9 contains bn choiceſt matter, | 
gives the beſt- inſtruftion, and affords the. greatelt, | 
pleaſure and fatisfa&ion that ever was revealed. It 


+ 44 3 \# 


ever were petined, * 11 brings. the bell of diogs, 
and affords the beſt of comfort, to'the i inquiring and 
diſconſolate. It exhibits life and immortality from 
everlaſting, and ſhews the way to eternal glory. Tc | 
is a brief recital of all that i is paſt, and: a certain pre- 
diction of all that's to come. It ſettles all matters 
: | 1 in 
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in debate, reſolves all doubts, and caſes the mind 
and conſcience. of all their ſeruples. It reveals the 
only living and true God, and ſhews the way to him: 
it ſets aſide all other gods, and defcribes the. vanity. 
of them, and, of all that truſt in them, In ſhort, it 
is a book of law, to ſhew rigbt and wrong; a book 
ol wiſdom, that condemns all folly, and makes the 
fooliſh wiſe; a book of truth, that detects all lies, 
and confutes, a all errors; and 2 book of life, that 
gives life, and bews the way fromeverlaling.death. 
Ic is the moſt compendious book in all the world; the 
molt ancient, authentic, and Oo moſt. entertaining, 
hiſtory, that ever was publiſhed. It contains the moſt 


ancient antiquities, ſtrange events, wonderful occur - 


n 


ſcribes the celeſtial, terreſtrial, and infernal worlds; 


rences, heroig deeds, and unparalleled wars. It de- 


nne. 


2 deviliſh legions, It 89 inſtruct the ot a- 
lied mechanic, and the profoundeſt artiſt; 5 

it wi ill teach the beſt rhetorician, and exerciſe every | 
power of the moſt Kilful aritbmetician (Rev. xiii. 
4 and exerciſe the 

niceſt critic. It corrects the vain philoſopher, and 


confutes the wiſe aſtronomer ; it expoſes the ſubtle 


ſophiſt, and makes diviners mad. It is a complete 


| code of laws, a perfect body of divinity, an un- 


equalled narrative, a book of lives, a book of trayels, 
and a book of voyages. It is the beſt covenant that 
ever was agreed on, the beſt deed that ever was ſealed, 
the belt , E ever was produced, the beſt 
_— 
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will that ever was made, and the beſt rfament that 
ever was ſigned. To underſtand it, is to be wiſe, 
indeed; to be ignorant of th is to be deſtitute of 
wiſdom, Ir is the king's beſt copy, the magiſtrate” J 
beſt rule, the houſewife's s beſt Slick, the ſervant” ; 
beſt direclory, and the young man £7 beſt companion. 
It is the ſchoolboy? 8 Helling. book, and the learned, 
man? 5 nher piece. It contains a choice grammar 
for a novice, and a profound myſtery for a ſage. le, 
is the i ignorant man's dictionary, and the wiſe man's 
directory. It affords knowledge of witty inventions 
for the humorous, and dark ſayings for the grave; 
and is its*own interpreter. It encourages the wile, 
the warrior, the ſwift, and the overcomer; and pro- 
miſes an eternal reward to the excellent, the con- 
queror, the winner, and the prevalent. And that 
which crowns all is, that the Author is without par- 
riality, and without bypocriſy; in whom is no vari- 


ableneſs, or ſhadow of tarnihg: | 


1 


1 STEWARD. 

1 is plain that you have got ate entertainment 
from it, otherwiſe you would never have dived {a 
deeply into the myſteries of it as you have; and, 
conſequently, would not have been able to give ſo 
good a deſcription of it. I have, ar times, peruſed 
it till I have thought myſelf i in company with all the 
inhabitants of Paradiſe.” It is Little Faith's choice 
breaſt, and the ſtrong man's ſub antial diſh, It is 
the” yr x beſt” Tooking-glaſs ( 2 Cor. ill, 18), in 


. 8 2 which 


* 
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which ſhe may ſee both her heart and her face, * 
the face and heart of every body elſe. It is an exact 
balance, in which a man may weigh both his ſpirit 
and his ations; : and tell the exact weight of bimſelf, 
and of all mankind, Fſalm Ixii. 9. It is the aſtro- 
nomer's beſt teleſcope 0 Cor. xiii. 12), in which 
he may ſee the fun (Mal. iv. 2), moon (Cant. vi. 10), 
and ſeven flars (Rev. ii. 1), and an awful eclipſe to 
the damned; and it reveals a world of which no 
geographer could ever give a map; and a way to it 
which no lion hath ever trod, and which the vul- 
ture 8 1 hath never ſeen. | 


SHEPHERD. 


Fepbs: and the beſt of all is, that it promiſes. 
freedom indeed to all who embrace the truths of it; 
freedom from tbe reign of Sin, of Satan, and of 
Death: and, except a man receive the fruih, the 
real trulh, and that in the love of it, he never (halt 
be able to govern himſelf, or to bridle his temper, 
his paſſions, his tongue, or his fin !——Pray, how 
comes poor Little Faith on now? Is his old mar 
dead and motionleſs e oo is be: come is! "Be | 
again? - 4904918 tile e % 0% 

STEWARD. 4 1 


Little F aith | is now in a worſe predicament fic ; 


cording to his own account) than ever he has been 
in He * eee in the: 9 5 ork id nen 


1 - 7 * 6 
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EX. IS SHEPHERD. 


Worſe and worſe! wa what dreadful dialer 
hath 


\ 
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' hath befallen poor Little Faith now? Is he free 
among the dead, or bound among the damned? 


STEWARD. 


Neither; nor is he under any legal ſentence, either 
of death or baniſhment, but what comes from him- 
ſelf, If he has one hornet about him (he ſays), he 
believes he has a thouſand : and, as for the King, 
be turns a deaf ear to all his petitions; nor does he 
deign, in Little Faith's worſt perils, even to ſhew 
his face. His range man is more violent than ever: 
he reſiſts him in every good work, contradicts every 
good word, and_mingfes his baſeneſs with every 
good thought. He labours to make him proud, 
light, and vain, in his days of proſperity ; and to 
make him deſpair, or deſpond, in days of adverſity. 
In ſhort, he breaks his purpoſes, mars his counſels, 
and ſhakes his beſt reſolutions : þe interferes with all 
his motives, tries to pervert his beſt aims, and to 
make him fail of the beſt of ends; and, in brief, he 
doth really believe, that the ſame wgly figure that 
animated the corpſe that the good man carried on 
the King's highway (as exhibited to him in the 
dream), has now left that man, and brought the ſame 
dead man, together with all his infernal aſſiſtants, 
to him. This is his preſent ſtate : and he declared 
to me, that he only wiſhed that this might be the 
worſt; but he believed that the worſt was yet to 
come, and that his ſtate would never. be better, 


S 3 SHEPHERD. 
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Then the deftiny of Linde Faith is to be as drow, 
ful as the fate of Cain, and his conflicts more durable 
than the fiege of rg? MT Wo 


ST BWARD, 


1 will tel you ſo, if you can believe all that be 
fays upon this head. For my own part, I do nat 
believe a word of 1 it; nor does he believe i it pimſelf, 
either in heart or in conſcience, for they both give 
bim the lie to his face: yea, they give the lie ta 


every qutcry of his infidelity ; inſomuch, that Little 


Faith « cannot mutter his dreadful complaint before 
any of the Seed-royal without the aſſiſtance of hin 


who 1 is hardened from all fear, and de leſperate i in every 
* 


SHEPHERD. 


. Faith, among the King's ſeed, is 1 a 
ſheep that has got the foo? rot. You may pare the 


hoof, poultice it, ſupple it, bind it, or do what 


you will to it; the diſeaſe will puzzle your beſt ſkill; 
and, at times, the poor creature will limp 1 in its 


walk after you haye done your utmoſt. 


STEWARD. 1 5 
That may be; but Little Faith has got one cir- 


cumſtance that renders his caſe deſperate beyond 


deſeription (according to his own account), which 


is this, There is one of the King” s ſeed, whoſe name 


is * and indeed he is rightly named; for, 


at 
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at times, he doubts of every thing—even Whether 2 
there be a King or no? Whether he has a Father 
of not ? Whether himſelf be a creature of a a day, or 
one that had a being from eternity? Whether the 
records of Zion be true or falſe? Whether i it be the 
| word of God or the fables of men? Whether his 
feelings be real or deluſive? And, Whether the 
Seed-royal will end in eternal bliſs, or in annihi- 
lation? This feeble one Little Faith took upon 
| bimſelf to nurſe, inſtruc, and eſtabliſh ; and be hath 
been ſo affiduous in the work, that he has brought 
his brother on ſo far, that he is in the ſame dilemma 
as the hedge-ſparrow, which being deprived of its 
own eggs by the cuckow, and left to hatch one of 
her's inſtead of its own, which i it brought forth and 
foſtered, till becoming too ravenous for the ſtep- 
dame to provide for, it dragged its foſter-mother 
into the neſt, and made its laſt mea] 1 its bene. 
. 


SHEPHERD, 


It is common for a mechanic to inſtruct an ap- 
prentice till he beeomes the beſt workman, and 
ſinks his maſter's credit, if not his name. 


STEWARD. 


True: but that which added to the trouble of 
Little Faith was, that poor Doubtful had been rather 


delirious for ſeveral days together; during which 
time Little Faith had paid all poſſible attention to 
Him, and indeed began to deſpair of his brother's 

8 4 | recovery. 
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recovery, And at * time Little Faith himſelf 
was fadly peſtered with his Brrange nan: the hornets 
allo were very buſy with him; which was no ſmall. 


| grief of mind to bim, as he could not attend upon 


his brother withopt ; a. ad countenapce. .. However, 
Little Faith opened his mind freely te to Doubtful, in 
order, if poſſible, to keep. him from linking. The 
laſt night that be attended him, he labouręd hard to 
comfort him, ang wreſtled mightily with the” King 
for bim and the next morning, when Little Faith 
went to ſee bim, he found him ſiting up in the bed, 

with rhe high praiſes of God i in bis mouth, making 
fuch melody as Little Faith never had heard, and he 
appeared in ſuch raptures as, he had never ſeen, 
He declared that he had been with the King all 
night; that he had ſeen things which he could never 
deſcribe, and heard Ars gs as he could not 
relate. 5 | 


SHEPHERD. | 


Then, I ſuppoſe, Little Faith warmed his ane 
by his brother's fire, and partook of his banquet; 
for, whenever the King reſtores, or raiſes up, a ſick 
child, he generally requites thoſe who have nurſed 
and ſympathiſed with him in his illneſs : I will re- 


fore comforts unto HIM, and 0 2 MOoURNERs, {as 


a STEWARD, 5 WW. 
b ber it was for the trial. of Little F 1 or 
for ſome other purpoſe, I cannot tell: however, it 
yas pot ſo here, ber quite the ereyerſe; for, as ſoon 
9 


r : 1 1 


HISTORY. ,OF LITTLE AIT R. 28r 
2s Little Faith ſaw the heavenly countenance of- his 


brother, and heard his holy triumph, his heart ſunk 
within him, his countenance appeared ghaſtly, and 


he became as a dumb man, in whoſe mouth were no 
triumphs. His brother called upon him to rejoice 
with him, and bleſs the King in his behalf; but, 
the more he urged him, the more he confounded 
him; till he was obliged to withdraw in the bitter 
neſs of his ſoul. His ſenſations, he ſaid, at that 
time, were ſuch as influenced Haman, when he co- 
vered his head, and haſtened to his houſe, mourn= 
ing; atter the honour done to Mordecai; or ſuch as 
influenced Saul, when he purſued David to Ramah. 

To be ſhort, he told me that he did believe he was 


Lale. 
8. EPHERD. 


The operations of a ſpirit of jealouſy, and the 
ſenſations produced by it, are not much unlike thoſe 


that will be felt by the damned at the day of doom, 


when they will ſee the Lamb's Wife (the object of 


their eternal hate) in all her glory; and themſclves, 
ia all their guilt and filth, expoſed to everlaſting. 


ſhame and contempt, Dan. xii. 12. Jealouſy is a ſpi- 
n 5 

rit that ſwallows up all- peace and comfort, and 
the flame of it is as fierce as coals of juniper. Jea- 
louſy is cruel as the graue: the coals thereof are coals of 
fre, which hath a moſt vehement _ Cant. vill. 6. 


The wiſe man was well acquainted with the great 


beat of- that range fire; * when he proveked the 


Most 


— 
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Most Hren to jealouſy, by building a temple for 
' Chemoſh and Molech, and went after Afororeth and 
Milcom (1 Kings xi. 5, 7), Jenovan ſent Abijah 
to Jeroboam, ſaying —* I will rend the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon, and will given ten 
© tribes to thee,” verſe 31. Becauſe they have 
« forſaken me, and worſhipped Aſhtoreth, Chemoſh, 
and Milcom,” verſe 33. And I will take thee 
< [Jeroboam}, and thou ſhalt reign according to all 
te that thy foul defireth, and ſhalt be king over 
« }{rael,” verſe 37. * And it ſhall be, if thou wilt 
ac hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt 
„ walk in my ways, and do that which is right in 
my fight, to keep my ftatutes and my command- 
ments, as David my ſervant did, that I will be 
< with thee, and build thee a ſure a houſe, as I built 
« for David; and will give Iſrael unto thee, And 1 
« will for this aſlici the ſeed of David, BUT NOT FOR 
©. ER,“ ver. 38, 39. © Solomon fought there- 
« fore to xf Jeroboam ; and Jeroboam aroſe, and 
« fied into Egypt, unto Shiſhak,. king of Egypt; 
and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon,” 
ver. 40. Fealouſy burned with a vebement flame, in- 
deed, in the wiſe man !—and no marvel; for he 
had provoked: the Lord to jealouſy by that which 
was not God, and the Lord provoked him to jea- 
louſy. by onꝰ that was no king. However, the feed 
7 David ſhall not be afflicted for euer. 


SHEPHERD. 


uy is a terrible thing to provoke the King to jea- 
£20 = yu 


yu 
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louſy wich ſtrange gods, or with any thing elſe. He 
cannot endure the provoking of his ſons and daugh- 
ters ¶ Deul. xxii. 16, 19), nor will he paſs by ſuch 
carriage without reſenting it. . 


Little Faith had provoked the King by his warm 
attachment to the Hagarenes; and he is now pro- 
voked to jealouſy by the King s tender affection to 
bis brother Doubtful, Who is allowed on all hands 
to be the weakeſt and the moſt rickety of all the 
King's ſeed. And to be overtopped and outſtripped 
by ſuch an one is very mortitying to Little Faith; 
and to be kept ſtraitened and bound in the ſpirit to 
ſuch a degree, as to look and tremble like a criminal 
before his rapturous brother, hath given his mind 
ſuch a wound, that he doubts whether it will ever 
be healed, Yea, he declared, that he wiſhed he had 
never nurſed him at all; but ſaid, that he thought 
he was got far enough h him, and wiſhed to 
zole him along after him; but never once thought 
that he would have been delivered in ſuch a won- 
derful manner as that; and that himſelf ſhould have 
been ſtruck with horror at the fight thereof, 


SHEPHERD, 


It is a fery trial, and one of the /frange ow 
that happen to the King's ſeed. The children, of 
the King take after their royal Father, one of whoſe 
names is Fealous, Exod. xxxiv. 14. And, for my 
own part, I ſhould not have wondered if Little Faith, 

had 
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had gone ſick to bed. His mother once got a com- 
-pany of young damſels about her; before whom ſhe 
ſet 'off the incomparable- beauty and excellency of 
her Huſband to ſuch a degree (Cant. v. ver. 1oth, 
and downward), that they ſought him, and found 
him. And, when he wooed and eſpouſed them, 
the fainted, and went love. ſick to bed: I charge 
you, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem ! that, if ye find my 
Beloved, ye tell him I am fick of love! Cant. v. 8. 
When the Lord ſmote Uzzah for ſtaying the ark 
with an arm of fleſh, David was diſpleaſed ; and 
would not remove the ark into his own city, but 
carried jt aſide into the houſe of Obed-edom : but, 
when tidings came to David that God had bleſſed 
the houſe o Obed-edom, and all that appertained 
unto him, for the ark's ſake, David fetched it away, 
| and carried it into his own city, 2 Sam. vi. 8— 12. 
The young princes and princeſſes are tender over 
their little brethren and fiſters, and very fond of 
nurſing them, and helping them into the King's 
preſence; but, when their nurſlings appear to be 
more indulged than themſelves; if theſe are per- 
mitted to dwell in the preſence-chamber, while 
themſelves are ſhut out, then it is terrible ! | 


STEWARD. 


So Little Faith finds it, He ſaid, he could have 
found it in his heart to have fcolded with his bro- 
ther, till he had offended him, put him out of tem- 
per, and ſtripped him of all his comforts : yea, he 
thought that he had found a hatred to him, and was 
r 


ns 
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ſecretly diſpleaſed at his happineſs; yea, and enter- 
tained mean thoughts even of the King's faithfulneſs 
and truth, becauſe himſelf was deſerted, while 
Doubtful was thus indulged. And is not this, 
faid he, © the unpardonable ſin? Is it not ſinning 
« againſt knowledge, conviction, light, and love? 
« Is it not doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, and 
« reſiſting the King's will? J have nurſed Maree - 
and 1 1 ſhall become nn 177 
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558 Hetze lover, captured, and nd ah ce n merey 
of the captor, cannot endure a forbidding frown from 
him, Little Faith loves the King, and therefore can- 
not bear to hear the triumphs of ; Doubtful while 
himſelf i is dumb: and no wonder; for, according to 

your account, the King's name is Fealons the 
Queen is noted for jealouſy ; and, therefore.) the 
children take after them both. 


Rt SY STEWARD. 


1 


That is true enough: 8 there! is not only a family 
likeneſs on children with reſpect to features, but the 
children inherit. a good deal of the parents ſpirit, 
temper, and diſpofition, And ſure I am that Little 

Faith has his ſhare, at preſent, of raging jealouſy ; i 
for he declared to me that Cain never envied his 
brother Abel more than he envied the bappineſs of 
his brother Doubtful.—. And where this will end, «i 
ſays he, 25 1 know not.“ 


SHEPHERD, 


* 
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-There is a deal of difference between the envy of 
Cain and that of Little Faith. Little Faith has en- 
joyed the King's preſence, and a ſenſe of his love; 
which Cain never did. Cain expected the approba- 
tion of the King, and acceptance with him, on the 
footing of merit; while Little Faith loathes himſelf 


in his own fight for his miſdemeanors. Cain was 


an infidel, Little Faith is a believer. Cain was a 
ſervant, Little Faith is a ſon. Cain's envy ſprang 


| from pride, ſelf-will , and'perverſeneſs; Little Faith's 


envy ſprings from love-ſickneſs, having loſt the en- 
joytment'of the King's face, and left his firſt love, 
Cain was enraged becauſe he could not find accept- . 
anee by his ſuppoſed worth; Little Faith's raging 
jealouſy ſprings from 10% of whit he never deſerved. 
Cain hated the King; Little Faith loves him. Cain 
wanted to bow the King to bis humour; ; Little Faith 
to lie paſſive, and to enjoy his Sovereign. Cain's 
rage is common to an irreconcileable enemy; Little 
F aith's is common to an \ unfeigned | lover. | 


54k wie: < | 
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vious enough to every perſon of diſcernment, though : 


they may not appear ſo to himſelf ; for a perſon 


confuſed and bewildered i ina fiery trial cannot make 
a proper judgment of any thing. And never was 
Little Faith more puzzled and perplexed than he is 
— i | "2 | at 
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at preſent: he declares that his feelings have been 
more diſtreſſing, under this envying of his brother's. 
happineſs, than ever they were in the ſand- banks or | 
when purſued. by. the hornets, or even, in the. 1 1 | 

of Lion, : 
| SHEPHERD: 


I muſt vidio; Lam going to fold wffelb pier 
of land, which lies in ridges (Pſalm lxv. 10), and 
therefore the harrow muſt be run over it before 1 
can pitch the fold there, otherwiſe I ſhall have many 
of che Aheop 1 in ne 3 before e % 


STEWARD, 
In the nt What do you mean by that 


SHEPHERD. 

When we fold a piece that is plowed in ridges, j 
we run the harrow over it, in order to fill the fur- 
rows, and level it a little; and, when the ſheep be 
in a piece of ſtubble that lies in ridges, I am obliged 
to attend cloſely; for, if a ſheep lies down near to a 
furrow, and happens to roll on its back into it, it 
cannot get up again, but would lie and periſh, if 
the ſhepherd did not lift it up: Moe be to him that is 
alone when he falleth, " there is not another 7 lift 
him up. 


STEWARD. 


ys pray did vou ever _ any! fallen in chat | 
* ei a 
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1 SHEPHERD; 


0 yes often. It is very common for ſheep to get 
in the furrows. But, it is wotft for the eres preat 


with young : they frequently get into them; and, if 


they get furrow-laid, they are the moſt helpleſs of 
any, for they have little power to ſtruggle ; and, if 
they do, they only hurt themſelves, for they are 
ſure never to get up unleſs they are lifted up; nor 


can they go, when up, without the hand of him 
who gently leads thoſe that are with young. On which 
accounts I never care to be abſent from the flock 
long together, unkef e are e plain ground. 


STEWARD. 


Woo. are the beſt judge of your own buſineſs. 


Let not my regard for your company and converſa-' 
tion bring your mind into bondage. When oppor- 


tunity offers, be ſo kind as to call on me at che 
Palace - Toyal, and let it be when it is moſt conve- 


nient to you. Farewell: and 1 hope you will find 
the flock under the tender care of the Chief Shep- | 


herd, who hath promiſed that they ſhall feed in 
+) ogg paſtures, and lie down | in ö wie | 


SHEPHERD, N 
I thank you for your good wiſhes: and 3 


you will find the royal fraternity in proſperity alſo; 


and Little Faich recovered from his flaming jea- 
* according to the ancient promiſe—** I will 
| ce bring 
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* bring the third part through the fire; and I will 


ce refine them as ſilver is refined, and try them as 
gold is tried. They ſhall call upon my name, 
<« and I will hear them: and I will fay, © Ir is 
my people ;” and they ſhall ſay, © The Lord is 
my God.” Zech. xili. 9. | f 
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LITTLE FAITH. 


DIALOGUE rus TWELFTH. 


L STEWARD, 


Goo morning to you, Shepherd ! You are wel- 
come to the Palace- royal. | | 
SHEPHERD. 
I. believe fo, otherwiſe you would not have in- 
vited me; nor ſhould I have found my heart inclined 
to come. A ſubject who is truly loyal may approach 
the palace without ſhame, fear, or a fallen counte- 
' nance; which a hypocrite cannot do. 


3 © STEWARD. | 
Truss f have been almoſt impatient for your 
coming, Shepherd. It is now ſix weeks ſince I left 
Fou at the hut. I was looking out at one of the 
WRP upper 
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upper windows when you came over the hill Mizar : 


I knew it was you by your garb, your fies, and 


your crook ; and 1 thought of the ancient ſaying of 


Zion, How beautiful, upon the mountains, are the feet 


of him that publiſheth peace (and ſo are che feet of 
them that know peace. 


80 | SHEPHERD. 

If there is any thing beautiful, comely, or amiable, , 

about me, it is all derived from the Perfection of 

Beauty; for, by nature, I was altogether unſightly, 

deformed, and loathſome: therefore, by ſovereign 
clemency, I am a what . am. 5 


Tam glad to find you ſo tender of the Chief 


Shepherd's honour : he has promiſed to turn to the 
people a pure language, that they may all call upon 
his name, and ſerve him with one conſent ; and that 


language is very a in n you. Pray, which 


* * you come in? 


- _ 


SHEPHERD. 


2 came in, as uſual, by the porter's lodge. 2 
one employed by the Chief Shepherd has a right to 
come in by the door: hirelings, thieves, and rob- 
bers, climb up another way. But all thoſe pre- 


ſumptuous tracks are he paths of the deſtroyer, Pſalm 


xvii. 43 and whoſo breaketh an hedge, [the f = 
ay Nu ee OO EI X. 8. - 
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STEWARD. 

3 fancy you have been peruſing t the mother, of all. 

1 books again, for you ſeem to be very ready 


with her proverbs and dark ſayings. Pray, did the | 
porter ſpeak to you when he let you in ? 


e 


SHEPHERD. 4 

Ves: he looked through the window, to ſee who 
was coming; and, when I knocked, he opened the 
door, gave me a Nile, and faid, Who is there?“ 
I replied, ** A ſhepherd.” He anſwered, © What, 
« the Chief Shepherd?“ I replied, No; but, if 
6 os let me in, you will let him in, for we are 
sone. And he ſaid, T o bim the 4 81 1 
John x. 3. 


| rn wan p. bs 
"And what reply did you make bim ? 


$nBeHERD.. 


When he ſaid, © To him the porter * ", £7 
anſwered, © And the ſheep hear his voice; and he 
« calleth his own ſheep by name, and leadeth them 
out; and the ſheep follow him, for they know his 
voice.“ He replied, © Have you ſuch command 
& Oer your flock?” I ſaid, ** Yes; and I ſhall have 
© ſuch command over them as long as the Chief 
Shepherd ſpeaks or calls by me, but no longer.“ 
Tben ſaid he, “ You are nothing but an echo at 
« moſt.” I replied, © The leſs I am, the better; 

«for I am always moſt. when I am nothing at all.” 
| r . 3 | He | 
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He then aſked me what conſtructions the fooliſh 
frepberds put upon me, and upon my converſation. 
1 anſwered, ** Juſt ſuch as they put upon the King's 
«©. forerunner, when he told them that he was The 
« voice of one crying in the wilderneſs,” 


4 


1 "© N a " 
LC 4 . 5 4 a a * 


STEWARD: 1. 0 0: 
And what anſwer did he give you ? 


x 


SHEPHERD. | 


He told me that there were none really wiſe but 
60 (1 Cor. iii. 18), and that zone were well known 
but thoſe who were unknown, 2 Cor. vi. 9. And 
added, © You will find your old companion in the 
„ Steward's room.“ Pray, where i is Little F aich? 
8 he: ſick of RW: _ 


— 


STEWARD, 


ie Ladle Faith has been out of that * time; 
but de . that all is not e wich him yet. 


"SHEPHERD. 

"Powe Little Faith has always ſomething out of 
joint, or off the hooks. Pray, what is the matter 
with him now ? 5 E 
Gow STEWARD: e | 

Why, he ſays by is delivered, but he 0 not 
like the way of his deliverance: for his poor brother 
Doubtful has had a private fall, on which account 
he has been ſhut out of the preſence- chamber for 
. of A fortnight. Which dreadful caſe he 

* 3 - | committed 
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committed to Little Faith, and to none elſe; and 
begged that, as he was the inſtrument of his firſt 
enlargement, that he would now uſe his intereſt with 
the King for his reſtoration to his Majefty's favour ; 
which Little Faith readily conſented to, and the 
King turned his captivity while he prayed for his 
brother, Job xlii. 10. 


* SHEPHERD. 


Then, I think, he ovght to be grateful to the 
King; and with thankfulneſs acknowledge his br 
armee to the glory a dim 


STEWAR D, 


Bur what puzzles Little Faith i is, that be would 
find his own heart leap for joy as ſoon as his brother 
began to bewail the King's abſence, and to unboſom 
the grief of his ſoul. It appears to me,” ſaid he, 
cc as if my comfort ſprings from my brother's mi- 
c ſery; and is like the conſolation that aroſe in the 
| '« heart of Saul, when, at the new moon feaſt, the 
'& ſeat of the ſon of Jeſſe was empty; who ſaid, 
1 He is not clean; ſurely be is not clean! 1 Sam. xx, 

% 24—26. I am like thoſe who eat up the ſin of 
% the King's children. He that is glad at calami- 
ties ſhall not go unpuniſhed, and thoſe that vera 
a for 1 ted _— be cut off. * 


I 


Saul hated David un a cauſe ; ; Ts e Faith 
tis his brother | in ſus heart, not T in word, but 
in 
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in deed and in truth; which he ſhewed when he 
nurſed him. Saul hated David becauſe he obtained 
more human applauſe than himſelf; Little Faith is 
afraid that his brother ſtands higheſt in the favour 
of the great King. Saul wanted honour from the 
people; Little Faith wants the honour that cometh 
from God only. Saul wanted to be eftabliſhed as an 
earthly prince; Little Faith wants the King of grace 
to reign in and over him. Saul warred after the 
fleſh; Little Faith after the Spirit. Saul wanted the 
love of the people; Little Faith wants the love of 
his Father. Saul wanted a temporal ſtate ; Little 
Faith an N inheritance. „ 


STEWARD, 1 
Their motives widely differ: for Little Faith is 
a partaker of the ſure mercies of David, which the 
other never had; and is of the houſe and lineage of 
David, which Saul never was. And theſe things 1 
have in a meaſure transferred to Little Faith, which, 
under the teſtimony, of the King, have rather efta- 
bliſhed him: ſo that he walks pretty ſteady; his 
vnderſtanding opens; and his thoughts ſeem to ex- 
tend themſelves, ſo as to bring things that ſeem to 
claſh together; and, by tracing them up to the 
King, and elatving them into his mercy and judg- 
ment, he is enabled to ſee the {on and the ſervant, 
the promiſes and privileges of the one, and the com- 
mands and taſks of the other, However, Little 


Faich will not enjoy his preſent frame of mind long; 
T4. | for 


25 , 
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for there is 2 deep-laid ſcheme for him ; there is a 


. ſnare ſet for him in the ground, and a trap in the 


heats 1 L 
| 1 | SHEPHERD. 


| What i is.it? Is there any new rebellious tenet 
ond againſt the laws of the realm, or any new 
ſcheme of perverting the records of Zion ? 


s 7 WARD. 
3 truſt Little F aith has ſeen and felt enough of 


| theſe things to cure his itching ears, The trap that 


is now ſet for him is of a different nature from theſe 8 
and one that, I think, is ſure to take him, and will 
be worſe than all the calamities that ever befel him; 
and ĩt may with great propriety be called 7 be devil's 
maſter piece. 5 | 
. SHEPHERD. 5 N 
What, is chere any private combination to take 


away his life? wa be 
STEWARD. | 8055 


8 it is worſe than that : : ſudden death is Pl 


glory to the King's ſeed ; but this trap will bring a 
lingering death upon all his peace and comfort, the 


heavy frowns of the beſt of Fathers upon his ſoul, 


and a daily OY and trouble to all 265 W 


he 
SHEPHERD, 


Bath; have any miſchievous perſons enticed him 
to the ſin of exceſs? Becauſe the Wiſe Man ſays, 


Who hath woe? Who hath ſorrow ? Who hath 


hee! ' contentions? Who hath babbling? Who hath 
wounds 
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ce wounds without cauſe? Who bath rediiels of 
4 eyes? They that tarry long at the wine, they that 
„ go to ſeek mixed wine.“ Prov. Xill. 29, 30. 


STEWA R D, 


No, i it is not excel; ; but if this ſnare takes Linle 
Faith—as I think it will—ic will be worſe than * 
ſin of Noah. | 


SHEPH E.R Ds 


well, J am quite an: to know what ben | 
ne bait is. 


| "STEWARD. 


Well, if you muſt know, it is this Links F ah 
Is IN Love! 


SHEPHERD. 


Well, Sir, but that is not ſuch a defybrige crime. 
Jacob was in love with Rachel. Marriage is ho- 
nourable in all, and the bed undefiled.” Beſides, 
the King himſelf ſays, It i is not good that man 
is ſhould be alone.” 


 STEWAR D. 


All this. is true: but Little Faith's fin is like the 
fin of Solomon; which brought the wrath of God 
upon his inheritance; a revolution in the ſtate; 
beggary upon. the nation; a civil war among the 
tribes; and paved the way for abominable idolatry, 
both in Bethel and Dan; which ended in a final 
diſperſion of the ten tribes, and in a ſeventy years 
captivity of Judah and Benjamin, The fin of Solo- 

* ; | mon 
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| mon was, that he /aved mauy 8TRANGE Wivgs; and 
| Little Faith's fin will be like unto it, or he is in 
| love with a H AGARENE: Solomon's: example 
followed by Judah: Judab hath dealt F e 
* and an abomination is committed in Iſrael and in Je- 
malen; for Judah hath profaned the holineſs of the 
| Id aubich he [ought to love}; and hath MARRIED 
$i THE DAUGHTER OF A STRANGE Gob: The Lord 
| will cut off the man that doeth this; the maſter and 
ibe ſcholar, out of tbe tabernacles of n e's ll, 
1 11, 12. 
=. | SHEPHERD» 
This is worſe than the exceſs of Noab, indeed! 
| for Noah was faved in the ark, and died in faith 
(H;. xi. 13), but the [profeſſing] ſons of God, who 
took them wives of the daughters of {Cain}, ſo pro- 
yoked the Lord, that he ſaid, „My Spirit ſhall not 
et always rive with man.” And, when once the 
Spirit ceaſed to ſtrive by the miniſtry of Noah, 
Gad ſaw that their wickedneſs was great in the” earth 
(Gen. vi. 2—6); and therefore .heceither eut them 
off by death, or drowned them all together; and 
ſaved none but the preacher of righteouſneſs (and his 
family), who had long firove with them in op- 
pofing their unlawful connexions. Thus God 
ſaved the reprover; and thoſe obo core hardened by 
12825 er oh were 7 and Ae en W 


\ 


1 BOD „ 4 Bobo ADS Wa mil. gat 
"> ht no nder d, if 1 chi w_ God marries a 

40 of the Devil, he aims at an _— between 

gf God 
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God and Satan. Judah hath married the dung hies of 
a firange god. This firange god is the pod of "this 
world: as it is written, They | ſatrificed unto” devils, 
not to God; to gods whom they Knew nor (to ſtrange 
gods), 10 new. RIES theſes came 5 . Wy” Deut. 
xxxii. . | won Scl : | 1484 


3 4 > «<p 4k; © 4% Ye CY 


SHEPHERD. eee en 


3 is an ordinance of God, W himſelf 
joined the firſt couple together in paradiſe : but, to 
uſc this ordinance in coupling the temple of God with 
the palace of the Prong man armed, and make them 
one fleſh, muſt be a moſt God-provoking ſia; 48 bad 
as the fin of Iſrael, of which God ſpeaks thus— 


And they ſhall no mare Her their ſacrifices unto, 94 
after whom they have gone A WHORING, Lev. XVli. 


God has forbidden fellowſhip with devils, and by 
the fame word hath he forbidden matrimonial union 
with believers and infidels, Pray, what is the name 
of Little Faith's intended? and how « came he * 
6 5ualnted. with Pet: at 3 5 7 


42 
N % 
21 . 


2 


an STEWARD. 1 
Her name is Mara Duplicity. Little F dich ſaw 
ber the laſt time that he went to Hagar s Caſtle, to 
hear chat pompous herald's harangue that drew him 
from his f love, as was mentioned to you ſoon 
after, 'She came then, and ſat down by him; and, 
when they Jung, ſhe held her bymn-book before him. : 
When prayers were made, the fell on her face, 


Ae and 9822 as if, like Hannah, me was one 
of 


BY 
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of a forrowful ſpirit; and, at every ſentence of the 


Inconſiſtent harangue, ſhe groaned till her hands 
ſprang from the ſeat, and dropped again with their 
own weight. Tears flowed down her cheeks, and 
ber very eye- balls floated in devotion. The zealous 
Papiſt, when he pommels his ribs, never diſcovered 
more energy than ſhe did. Little Faith eyed her, 


and leſt a fourth Port of his heart with her that 
Eo : 


* * [eb - 


SHEPHERD, 
Did Little Faith ſpeak to her after the buman nf 


2 vice was performed at the Caſtle ? 


# 
4 5 1 *** 


aber” 
When the fervice was peiformed, he ns him 


by the hand, ſpoke to him, aſked him how he liked 


the diſcourſe, and if it had not been a word in due 
ſeaſon, and a precious opportunity to bis foul. 
« For my own part,” ſaid the, © « it has been a time 


4. of love to me. The whole diſcourſe ſuired my 


&« caſe, and was wonderfully applied, for I could ſee 


„ eye to eye with the preacher, and my experience 
« tallied exactly with all that he delivered.“ And, 


upon his telling ber that he generally attended the 
Chapel - royal, ſne replied that ſhe thought ſbe had 
ſeen him there, for ſhe alſo often attended the Chapel- 


royal herſelf; and extolled the King' 8 chaplains to 


the very ſkies. 1 bis quite charmed Little F aith ; ; 
and ſhe has come n to the We 
ever ſince. 


8 p. 
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SHEPHERD, 


Well, perhaps he has ſeen her errors; anc} ſuch x 
have a promiſe—** Thoſe that erred in ſpirit ſhall 
« come to underſtanding, and thoſe that mur- 
a mured ſhall learn doarine.” _ „h 


STEWARDPD . ; _— 
True: but I believe that ſhe is a I in 
grain, in warp, and in woc, and as deep as nine 
times dyed flannel; a double-refined and treble-diſ- 
tilled Hagarene. She is as keen as the miſtreſs of 
witchcrafts, and as profound in the depths of artifice 
and deception as Cleopatra. However, Little Faith 
came home delighted with her company; and told 
one of the young princeſſes that he had found an 
excellent young woman, a moſt precious foul! © In 
.* knowledge and experience,” ſaid he, “ ſhe'is a 
« mother in J/rael; in ſimplicity, like Fephtba's 
« daughter ; in contrition, like Mary; in devotion, 
* like Hannah; in modeſty, like Tamar; in beauty, 
« like Rachel; and for plainneſs of dreſs, e oa” 
rab, the mother of the faithful.” 


SHEPHERD. 


| Then M ifs Duplicity has acted like the whore in 
the Proverbs : ſhe has charmed Little Faith with her 
religion, as ſhe did the young man, when ſhe caught 
him, and kiſſed him, and with an impudent face ſaid. 
unto him, I have PEACE-OFFERINGS With me; this 
1 Ks. have IPA My Vows,” Who brought him at 


laft 
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loft like an ox to the laughter, or as a fool to the cor- 


refion of the flocks, Prov. vii. 13, 14, 22 —Pray, 
did Little Faith ever ooh nu to 185 about her? ? 


Ons be did, but fever ben once; and cus hs 
aſked me if I had ſeen the young lady ho had lately 
come to the Chapel-royal ? _ * She is, ſaid he, 
« a ſecond Ruth: ſhe has left her own people, her 
* gods, and her mother's houſe; and is come to 
te put her truſt under the ſhadow of the King's 
* wings.“ I told him, that I believed the King's 
wings were quite out of her thoughts; and that ſhe 
would never imitate Ruth but in one thing, namely, 
in getting under the ſtir? of Boaz. *© She wants,” 
| aid I, * the lappet of Little Faich's coat, not the 
King's wings. For my own part, I believe Orpab, 
«© who took her leave of Naomi, was ten times more 
% honeſt than Mi/5 Duplicity; for ſhe. went back to 
cee her own People, and to her own gods: ſhe neither 
« eompaſſed her Maker about with lies, nor mocked 
« him, to get a huſband by deceit.“ At this he 
knit his brows, turned upon his heel, and off he 
went; nor has he ever mentioned the matter to me 
ſince. + 

SHEPHERD, = LS) 

You told me, at a former interview, that Little 
Faith, though near - ſighted, Was very diſcerning 
and penetrating into r and things, IE wy 
came near to Lana | 


guns ke RD. 
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STEWARD. | ; 

So he is: but Love, as well as Juſtice, ' ought to 
be pictured blind; for ſure I am it has awfully 
blinded the eyes of Little Faith : for he 1s as much 
_ deceived in that woman as ever David was in Wi- 
tbophel, or Jehonadab in Febu; both of whom were 
maſked with religion, but poſſeſſed by Satan. She 
is conſtantly at our chapel now: and I am informed 
that ſhe never goes to hear any of Hagar's heralds, 
and that ſhe will not ſo much as put her foot over 
the threſhold of the workhoy/e ; and that ſhe ſuffers a 
deal of perſecution from her friends on the account; 
and, the more they oppoſe her, the more earneſt ſhe 
is. This Little Faith admires. She tells him all her 
ſufferings, and he ſympathiſes with her; ſhe opens 
her heart to him, and he pours all his affections into 
it; ſhe ſteals his love from God, and he wants to 
marry the thief, Little Faith begs her as a preſent 
from the King, but never aſks Him to diſcover to 
him what ſhe really is; for he is {ure of her cove- 
nant intereſt, and rejoices in hope of eſpoufing his 
oon convert. | | 

Ae SHEPHERD, 

If ſhe has forſaken the caſtle, and turned her 
back upon their errors, it looks well ; and the work 
may be of the King, who can tell? There is no- 
thing impoſſible with him. Befides, it is his pre- 
rogative, and his alone, to ſearch the heart, and try 
the reins. 8 


6 8 STEWARD, © 


— — 


| 
i 
ö 


304 HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH- 


STEWARD. 


b All this is true: but this is not the caſe here; I 
wilh it was. I have watched her narrowly when at 


the Chapel, and ſhe fits as if ſhe heard with attention, 


but every minute or two gives Little Faith a glance; 


and, if his eye catches hers, they are immediately 


turned up to heaven; and, if the King's herald is in 
a rapturous frame, every now and then a ſmile is 
ſent to Little Faith. So that it is the magnetiſm of 
his charms that N life and es to all Mard's | 
devotion... 

SHEPHERD». 


E nod is not a proper place for the ak 


«ters of Belial to ſhoot their amorous glances on. 
_Havghtineſfs, ftretched-forth necks, and wanton 


eyes, ſhall not go unpuniſhed in the daughters of 
Zion, much leſs in the daughters of Hagar. And as 
for Little Faith; by his inordinate affection for a 
ſtrange woman, he is making a rod for himſelf: 


Conſcience and he will have bloody work of it ano- 
ther day, when the King comes to viſit his fin with 


a rod, and his iniquity with ſcourges. Inordinate 
Affection is a member of Little Faith's range man; 


but, as there is an intoxicating pleaſure in it, he 


will not complain of it till the frowns and rebukes 
of the King bring him to his ſenſes : then he may 


go out (like Samſon), and ſhake himſelf, and be- 


wail both the hos of his God, and his e Wat 
procured it. 


FIC «df 


„ 7 STEWARD». 
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BTEWARD, = . 
This will be the end, and I wiſh he would con- 
ſider it in time; but he is too completely entangled 

to eſcape this ſnare of the fowler, Little Faith never 
knew what it was to be in love with the creature 
hows now : be is in his 1 love. e 


SHEPHERD. p+ 


And do you think that' Mara- has any love « | 
bim? 1 3 ; 
CONS! STEWARD: © | 
Yau I believe ſhe loves him with that ſort of 
love that is made violent by oppoſition, damped by 
gratification, and freezed by the conſtancy of an affec- 
tionate huſband, I dare ſay, Mara has been ſmitten 
with love by an hundred objects, and the laſt is always 
the winner. Mara is not the magnet, but the needle, 
ſoon drawn; but, if not held faſt, is ſure to fall off, 
like Michal, or Delilah: and no wonder, when the 
Nazarite, and the P/almift, became the willing cap= 
tives of ſuch, without conſulting the Giver of every | 
you and every perfect gift. 


SHEPHERD. 


4 e wife is from the Lord, but this dd are 
none of his gifts. Little Faith has forgot the pro- 

verb that ſpeaketh to him as to a ſon . And why 

e vilt thou, my ſon, be raviſhed with a range a. 

ce nan, and embrace the boſom of a ſtranger? For 

25 che ways of a man are before the eyes of the 


Fo U . 7 
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Lord, and he pondereth : all his goIngs. 4 Prov 
v. 20, 21. 1 


ser wan b. b. 


Liule Faith doth not believe ber to * a e 
woman, | for he is as much taken with her maſk of re- 
ligion as he is with her perſon. The kings of the 
earth were never more drunk with Jezebel's forni- 


Cation, than Little a with Hoa 8 ed 


— [i * 


SHEPHERD] 


1 what ſort of a woman is ſhe in perſon? 2 


STEWARD. ty 


She i is 8 has a face. W com- 
plexion, is well-ſhaped genteel, and of good addreſs ; 
affects to appear very modeſt, and devout; is re- 

1 inarkably plain 1 in her apparel, and- as neat as WARK- 
work; is a complete miſtrets of herſelf, and of all 
the artifice ſhe 15 poſſeſſed of; and one "= can ſoon 
find out the company ſhe is in, and can ſhape... her 
converſation to ſuit it. In ſhort, there is every. thing 
'in her perſon that makes a woman deſirable or ad- 
mirable; and every thing in her feigned maſh of reli- 
gion that is attracting to a young Iſraelite who walks 
in his ſimplicity, and who ĩs unacquainted with theſe 
depths of Satan. Notwithſtanding, ſhe is a Hagarene, 
a ſttange woman; unbumbled, unrenewed, dead in fin, 
enveloped in deluſion, and hardened in hypocriſy; 
deſtitute of the truth, and deſtitute of the grace 'of 
N and of the . a meek and ed ſpirit, 
bil: "Bk in 
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in which, and in only which, real beauty conſiſts, 4 

evoman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be as hy "Ai 
Mi 25 Duplicity | is not one of them. 


S HEPHER v. 


Then the Wiſe Man's experience will go vieh to 
ſuit Little Faith in his future calamity: 1 applied | 
ee my heart,” ſaith he, to know, and to ſearch, and 
to ſeek out wiſdom, and to know the wickedneſs 
cc of folly, even of fooliſhneſs and madneſs; and 
« I find more bitter than death the woman whoſe 
ce heart is ſnares and nets, and, ber hands as bands. 5 
Eedhe. vii. 19. 20. 


Yo STEWARD», . 1 
The Wiſe Man was right- in endeavouring 05 
know, to ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſdom: and, had. 
: he left off there, he might have eſcaped thoſe ſnares, | 
bands, and nets, that brought all his bitterneſs upon 
him; but he loved many Arange wives, and therefore 
God gave him not one good one in all the thouſand. 
One man among a 7hoyſand have I found, but a 
ce woman among all zhoſe [that I kept] have I not 
cc found. Lo! this only have T found, that? 3d 
ce made man upright *— but [the woman pulled Rinn 
aſide ] and, fince that, . ie have ſought out may 
& inventions, (Eccl. vii. 28, 29), as the Wiſe Man 
himſelf did, whoſe range wives turned away' his heart 
(1 Kings xi. 3), and led him e * Shs 


"inventions of a e 2780 e 


75 


- 
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SHEP HERD, 


And, pray, how goes Little Faith on in the beſt 
things? Is he effectually cured of the heart-burn 
and the belly-ache? Have the hornets all forſook 
him? Is the flrange man dead? And has Miſs Du- 
flicity healed all his infirmities, and cared all his 
diſeaſe ? 


STEWARD. 

80 it ſeems ; for I hear of no complaints ; nor 
does he ſo much as come near the Steward's room, 
nor even look at me, or ſpeak to me if he meets me, 
for he knows that Mara is no favourite of mine: 

therefore, in the matter of his courtſhip, he views me 
as his enemy; and he will take care to aſk counſel 
of none but of 'thoſe who either hate me, or that 
differ from me in judgment touching Marg's reli- 
gion. Nor do I expect to be acquainted with any 
' of Little Faith's affairs till the wedding is over; 
then, perhaps, my ſervice may come into faſhion 

be mak 


255 SHEPHERD. 


W If the King frowns upon this conduct of Little 
Faith, he will be ſo croſſed, that he will not be able 
to perform his enterpriſe, mu. his in- 
tentions. | r 

STEWARD. + | 
5 do not pelieve that the King wil vader lim, 
5 I have reproved him for it: but he hardens 
his neck againſt reproof, and ſtill revolts; therefore 
Tb 1 | EST 


F4 
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the backſlider in heart ſhall be filled with his own way. 
When Rehoboam rejected the good counſel of the 

aged, and took that of his flatterers, he loſt the pre- 
ſence of the God of his fathers, and ten parts of his 
kingdom: and I know that Little Faith is going on 
now without the King's preſence, and without his 
approbation. The King is returned to his place; and 
Little Faith muſt ſeek him early, and earneſtly too, 
before he finds him again. 


SHEPHERD. 


| Then I ſhould think that he would be mige 

in his mind, and a burden to himſelf; for a glimpſe 

of the King's face uſed to raiſe him to heaven; but, 
if the — frowned, he was in the gi: of hell, 


'$T E WAR D. 


A. And 1 with it was with Little Faith 1 now as it was 
in months paſt, but it is not. He is as lively and as 
cheerful as a bird in appearance, but it comes not 
from above: it is lightneſs and levity; his ſweetneſs 
and ſimplicity are greatly vaniſhed ; and ſome of the 
children tell me, that his converſation is dry and 
empty, Nevertheleſs, he is not comfortleſs: the luſts 
of the fleſh afford him moſt pleaſing ſenſations, His 
thoughts and affections are all hovering about Mara, 
not God; his delight is in her perſon, not in the 
Divine favour; and his comforts lie in his interviews 
with her, inſtead of communion with his Royal F a- 
ther: his preſent hopes of a wife overtop his hopes 
of heaven; and his mind is more employed about his 
U 3 - intended 
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intended (though an unlawful marriage), than about 

the foture marriage of the Lamb, Theſe things 

turned away the heart of Solomon, and brought that 
magnificent and highly-favoured prince to renounce 
the royal name; which appears by his telling us what 
he'was before he was a Preacher —** I, the preacher, 
* —_ EP over 1 in Feru, lem.“ 


N i 
* 


_ SHEPHERD. 


| But, pray, who encourages Little Fach in pa ying 
_—_— his addreſſes to Mara? I dare ſay that he is not 
| without his backers, nor without his Wipers. 


STEWARD. 


Indeed he is not : for there is not a court flatterer, 

a feigned loyaliſt, a penſioner, a placeman, an un- 

faithful ſervant, or an hypocrite, in all the court, 

or that hangs about the palace, but what approves 

ef Little Faith's choice. Old Uzzah, the man that 

you faw weeding the gravel-walk the firſt time you 

came to the palace, who told you that the Steward 

e and his room were juſt as narrow as yourſelf, „ is 

very forward for the match, and praiſes M., Dr. 

pliciiy up to the ſkies; and J am informed, that ſhe 

has lately been admitted as a member of the Royal 

Society by ſome of the partial rulers of che Houſe- 

Hold: But, notwithſtanding all their art and artifice, 

the religion of Mura Duplicity, and that of Little 
Faith, ſhall no more cleave together than iron can mir 
u miry 322 E 


SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD, 


Well, you have put in your caveat: you bave 
reproved him, and ſhewed your diſapprobation; 
and, by ſo doing, you have forbid the bauns. But 
all hath hitherto. been ineffectual; and, therefore, 
Little Faith muſt take the conſequences. It is 
watering-time, and I muſt be gene; and when I 
ſhall be able to ſpend another hour with you, I 
know not ; for. the ſheep are going upon the com- 
mon fields, ſome part of which is plowed, ſome 
ſown, and ſome is left for perpetual -/hzep-walks. 
When the ſheep are there, conſtant attendance 1 18 
required to mY them within bounds, 
$T EWA RD. | 
The. commons lie at too great a diſtance for mez 
nor ſhould I care to go upon them, if they lay neares 
home. But, whenever you come into the incloſures 
again, let. me know by a line, and [ will call at your 
little Hut. 
| SHEPHERD, 

If health be ſpared, and buſineſs permit, you 
ſhall: receive a line from me at my return, Till then, 
be faithful, be conſtant, be vigilant; and, as far as 
truth requires it in this degenerate age, be /ingular, 
Say not, “ A confederacy,” to them that ſay, * A. 
c confederacy: nor. fear ye their fear, nor be afraid; 
< but ſanctify the King himſelf in your heart, and 
ec let him be your fear, and let him be your dread ; 
2 100 Hp hall be for a ſanctuaty to you, when they 
ita 8 U + * ſhall 
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ſhall find him to be a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a 
& fock of offence,” Farewell, 5 
2 STEWARD, | 
7 Fare you well: and I thank you for your counſel; 
and have only to crave that, when it is well with the 
Shepherd, he would remember the Steward, 


- 2 4 — * + I F* * - Tc: * * 
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TO MR. FIDELITY, 
STEWARD OF HIS MAJESTY'S HOUSEHOLD, _ 
| LOWLAND PALACE, SALEM» 
Taves Yore Fzrrow, | 
2 0  Nz6LECTING all compliments of the 
ſeaſon, and wiſhing grace, mercy, and peace, this 
comes to acquaint you that I am once more returned 
with the little flock to the fat vallies; where the 
cooling ſtreams are refreſhing, the rural ſhades de- 
lightful, and where the flocks can reft at noon. 
During my ſtay on the upland commons, I was 
'exerciſed with perpetual labours : the wells were 
unfathomably deep, the ſprings low, the weather 
| violently hot, and the herbage very ſcarce; inſo- 
much that 1 had hard work to keep the ſheep from 
Praying. Nevertheleſs, ſome of the flocks, eſpeci- 
ally the weaklings, flouriſhed; while I waſted ſeveral 
ounces a day, till I began to cry—* My nine 
« my leannefs ! Woe unto me l. b 
Jacob's well is deep indeed! A thirſty flock, and 
low ſpring, will try the patience of the meekeſt 
5 Shepherd. 5 


| HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. = 
Shepherd. I have at times thought that the Gi- 
beonites yoke of bond-ſervice in the plains of Jericho, 
or under the ſprings of Piſgah, was not more galligg 


than mine: but this part of the burdey and heat of . 


the day is borne; and we are ſafely arrived in the 
higbly favoured plains, and by the ſtill waters, where 
all paſt toil is out of ſight, and almoſt out of mind. 
The flock is well in the general, and at preſent feeds 
ſweeily, The ſheep-#2/ls are ringing all the day 
long: and, while the ſheep feed and reſt quiet, we 
| ſhall continue here; but, as ſoon as they begin to 
trample the paſture, and break the fences, we i908 be 
ordered upon the commons again. 

need not inform you that a vifit is Sckrableyte 
that your company and converſation are acceptable: 
this you are affured of; which I now confirm, by-. 
| ſubſcribiag myſelf, inviolably and eternally, 


Yours, 


% 
f 


In Be uniung Bonds of the Brotherl Covenant, ED - 


ea, THE SHEPHERD. 
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* DFALOGUE TAN THIRTEENTH. 


N you are welcome bas 1 am glad to 
ſee you once more in your little hut. 


SH EPHER D. 


1 thank you, my dear friend: and I am as nd to 
ſee you; for, as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo a man 
ſharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 


— 4 1 
& $0 


STEWARD. 

I came twice to ſee your little hut dbring your 
abſence; and I perceived that ſome miſchievous 
perſons had been tearing off the ornaments and co- 
vering, and pulling down a part of the materials, 


ſoon after you were gone; which convinced me that 
11 . a you 


14 
» 
; . 

8 
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you were not much in favour among the generality | 
of Shepherds, eſpecially thoſe of the zents of Kedar, 
who, moſt likely, are the culprits. 


$8 EPHER Do 


It is, deutidels, the handicraft of FIR of RY 
Kedar gentlemen : they often f. poil or plunder my 
hut, to furniſh or ornament their own ; and would 
long ſince have burnt it, and have triumphed: over 
it, if they had not been afraid of W by their 
own necks. . 

ST BWARD. 

By your letter, you have had a laborious time of 

it upon the uplands. 


SHEPHERD, 

Indeed, I had. I never was more put to it for 
water and herbage in all my life than I have been 
this ſummer : and a great part of the flock began 
to be very reſtleſs; ſome prowled away to the fal- 
low ground; ſome ſtrayed to the back fide of the deſart, 
and got to Horeb; and others got into the fields of 
ſtrangers, who fozo their land with divers ſeeds; and 
moſt of them, except the weaklings, were tired 
out with the old walks. Becauſe the bottles f 
heaven were ſtayed, and the clouds diſtilled no 
water, the ridges muſt be watered, and the ſpringing 
thereof muſt be bleſſed (Pſalm Ixv. 10), if there be 
any new paſtures. This was the cauſe of their ſtray- 
ing. However, to remedy this, I procured about 
twenty bell fhezp among them; ſo that, if I did not 


316 HISTORY OF LITTLE PAITH,, 
"fee them ſtray, I could hear which way they went by 
the bells, for the ſound made by the bell-ſheep always 
reported the matter. And, indeed, I was more 
wearied than the flock itſelf, and therefore glad 
enough to get into the fat vallies again. Pray, does 
the courtſhip of Little Faith go on till? or, is it 
broke off? 
STEWARD. 

Little Faith was married about four months ago, 
in leſs than a fortnight after you was at the Palace, 


SHEPHERD, 55 
| Mage | 
| "STEWARD, 
Yes, married! 3 
SHEPHERD. 
Pray, was you invited to the wedding ? 


STEWARD. 


O no; nor was the King there, and but two of 
the King's children: nor would the wedding-gueſts 
have got them, if they had not been ſuffered (for wiſe 
ends) to be prejudiced againſt me, by thoſe who 
traduced me as taking too much upon me, being 
too bitter, uſing too much ſeverity, and being too 
ſtrict in my office. Theſe things, you know, are 
pleaſing to children, until the pride that their flat- 
terers nurſe in them brings them low, and then they 
begin to know better. So far from my being in- 
vited, I became the topic of their converſation, and 
the ſubject of their ridicule. | At their Sting dawn, 


and 75 Ying up, 1 zwas their TO” 
SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD. 
And did the bridegroom countenance this? 


STEWARD, 


As the 1 the bride-maids, and the greateſt, 4 
part of the company, kept it up, Little Faith did 
not ſhew his diſapprobation of it: but I was in- 
formed that his /eat did not appear to be quite eaſy, 
nor was his countenance very open and cheerful z 
which the company. perceiving, they left off making 
ſport of me, and turned their je, upon the bride- 
groom; which he ſuſtained with all the fortitude that 
he could muſter together; and which, in the end, 
ſent the bride to bed highly entertained ; and the 
bridegroom went after, with a zvounded ſpirit, and a 
guilty conſcience ; which the bridal bed, no, nor all 
the charms of Miſs Duplicity, ſhall never be able to | 
cure. 
SHEPHERD. 


13 who were the chief guats? 


STEWARD, 
O14 Uzzah was one of the chief. Coniab, the broken 


idol, was there, Fer. xxii. 28. Shebna, which 5 


over the houſe, was among them, I/. xxii. 13 — 17. 
Juannes and Fambres, and other old courtiers with 
them, were invited. Phygellus and Hermogenes, Hy- 
meneus and Alexander the copperſmith, with others of 
the like occupation; Demetrius the filverſmith, 
Saint * and ſeveral more of the craftſmen ; 
RO | G 
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together with Sceva the Few, Sanballat, Ti 915 tbe 


Ammonite, Geſhem the Arabian, Doeg the Edomite, 


Tatnai the governor, Shethar-bozai and his compa- 
nions, Rab-ſhakeb, Nergal-ſharezer, Samgar-nebo, 
Rab. ſaris, and Rab-mag (Jer. xxxix. 3); all men 


of note and character, of family and fortune. De- 


Tilab; Comer, the daughter of 'Diblaim 3 Herodias's | 
daughter, and the wiſe ladies of $ iſera's mother 


(Judges v. 29), were the bridemaias : all precious 


fouls, claſs leaders of the perfect band, and, in the 
judgment of Charity, noted for candour. After Little 

Faith had wrought-the converſion or Miſs Dupliciyy, N 
10 herfelf converted all thele. 


F : 


SHEPHERD. 
A noble company, truly! dwellers of Miclopots 


mia, Jews and proſelytes, Elamites, Cretes, and 


— Try, where was Little F ſth te 1 


| i STEWARD. | 
At Cripple Gate Church, you may be ſure; and I 


believe that he has been a cripple ever ſince he led 


his bride through that gate; quo it! is s well if he doth 
"not TE» halting to _ 1 


— 8 SHEPHERD. 6 |: 1 
FE 3 like to have ſeen, Little Falth the ade 


cy Rs: ſee how his countenance food. 


- STEWARD, 


2H was mee the whole of their . 
6 * 
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Juſt as much as if Ihad been preſent. The wedding 
gueſts flocked in and out all the next day. Thie 
Brides mouth ſeemed to be more crammed with re- 
ligious gibberiſh, fables, and cant, than ever; her 
tongue went like a watchman's rattle. But the bride- 
groom'looked more like the father of mankind when 
he began to make his Fig-leaved apron : -perifiveneſs, 
watchfulneſs, and ſuſpicion, ſeemed to ſit upon his 
brow; the de of his eyes was with him, and the 
rebukes of Heaven within him; a beautifull devil upon 
his knees, and barremeſs in his foul. However, he 
bore up as well as he could, and ſeemed to with'to 
be rid of his wedding -gneſts.' Two of the Royal 
Family that were at the wedding withdrew privately 
(being hurt at their company and converfation), 
without even taking leave either of the byide or of 
'the bridegroom; nor have any of the Seed -· royal heen 
near their brother ſince. And what mortified Little 
Pait - moſt of all was, they reported that the Bre 
had diſcovered herſelf to be, hat the Srereard de- 
clared ſhe was, namely, a profound hypocrite 3 and 
that the gueſts did nothing but burleſque the King's 
ſervants: that his Majeſty's name was not once men- 
tioned with reverence: that their converſation was 
rude and indelicate; yea, that vulgarities were both 
received and returned, and chat by the bride herſelf, 
as well as the reſt: and that 0/4 Uzzah, the governor 
of the feaſt, was the worſt among them; that no blefl⸗- 
ing was implored on the new- married couple; that 
no petitions: were bis up on the wad of nts and 
| that 
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that it was more like Be/hazzar's feaſt than the 2 
nage in Cana. of Galilee; for neither the King, his 


| a nor his diſciples, were there. 


sr MEA. 


* "It is not ele that the King ſhould countenince 
with his preſence what his righteous ſoul abhorreth, 
8 and what he has ſtrictly forbidden. We have no 
need to marry the. daughters of a ſtrange god, Mal, 
. The Lord God Almighty hath got daughters 
5 (2 Cor. vi. 18), as well as the god of this world; 
andi it was nothing but infernal intoxication that led 
| Little Faith to make ſuch a choice. We have got 
. venerable mothers, honourable women, and amiable 
daughters, in Iſrael; women of grace, ſenſibility, 
modeſty, chaſtity, beauty, cleanlineſs, and induſtry; 
bels meet who have got the fear and bleſing of God, 
bs” and therefore fit perſons for any man of Iſrael, let 
im be as particular as he may; fo that Little! Faith 
had no call to go to the uncircumciſed; but, if he 
muſt have a wife from TIuVvATR, let him grind in 
| the. priſon, and make, ſport for the lords of the Phi- 
ens till he is, een for his n. 


STEWARD. 


| 1 d, PW is, that Little Faith may be tried: and 
= tried he will be with a witneſs; for there was one 
man at the wedding, Doeg by name, of whom the 
Bride took more notice than of all the reſt of the 
gueſts, or even of the bridegroom bimſelf; ; which 
was obſerved and reported in the Palace by thoſe who 
were 
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were there. Little Faith heard of this, and it ſtirred ' 
up ſuſpicion in him, which was rather confirmed by 
the conſtant viſits of Doeg. Little Faith being rather 
uneaſy about this matter, inquired into Doeg's pri- 
vate character; and found, upon inquiry, that he 
was one of that ſort zwho CREEP into houſes, and lead 
captive filly women; ſuch as are laden with fins, led 
away with divers luſts, who are ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the ruth x2 * m. iii. 
6, 7. ; 

- SHREPHERD«:.. fi: 

O poor Little Faith! It is a ſure omen of perilous * | 
days when young princes deſpiſe the counſels of the 
aged. © In the multitude of counſellors is ſafety, 
ce but a child left to himſelf will fall.” When Sam- 
ſon refuſed to hearken to the counſel of his parents, 
they complied with his own RO and a 0 W:- 
N affiiftions followed. : ER 

STEWARD. 

And ſo they did here: for, before Little Faich 
had been married a week, the ſpirit of Jealouſy came 
upon him, and he was Jealous of his wife, Numb. v. 
14. What to do he knew not; he was doatingly 
fond of her; yea, his very ſoul was wrapt up in her. 
The character of Doeg ſtrengthened his ſuſpicions, 
and the daily viſits that be paid to the bride added 
_ freſh fuel to Little Faith's fire; and that which com- 

pleted the ſcene of his miſery was, that he knew 

that ſhe was not a virgin when he married her, 
Deut. xxii. 14, 21, This was told me by one of the 
| X e young 


46 


"$86 


322 HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. \ | 
| young princes to whom he unburdened his mind; 
and declared, that nothing but the pains of hell, or 
bitter throes of the damned, could equal his preſent 
ſufferings He loved her to excels, and was plagued 
by the conſtant viſits of a ſuſpected rival of vile 
character. While his ſoul was ſcorching in the flames 
of jealouſy, his wife was entertaining Doeg with 
ſmiles and. amorous ſtories. ** And that,” faith he, 


which makes my caſe deplorable beyond concep- 
tion is, that the King's face is hid; my mind is 
in bondage; my life hangs in doubt; and, with 


reſpe& to my eternal ſtate, I ſtand in jeopardy. 
But the charms of my wife, and the thoughts of 


a rival, ſwallow up all ; ſo that, at times, I am 


regardleſs what becomes of my ſoul. Pray I can- 
not; I dare not face his Majeſty, nor even ſend a 
+ thought toward him: if I do, it recoils with the 


diſapprobation of Heaven.“ He added, Had 
I hearkened to the Steward, I had eſcaped this 
ſnare of the fowler. He cautioned me, and warned 
me; but others prejudiced my mind againſt him, 
accuſing him of rancour, and of taking too much 


upon him. However, his words ſtuck to my 


heart, and my own conſcience ſeconded his coun- 


ſel; and, as ſoon as I turned my back upon him, 
the King turned his back upon me. I deſ piſed 


his re proof, and hardened my neck by i it, Tama 
backſlider. in heart, and ſhall be filled with my oν 
ways; for it is written, He that wandereth out 


of the way of underſtanding ſhall remain in the 
congregation of the dead,” 


SHEPHERD. 
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SHEPHERD, 


Married people ſhall have trouble in the fleſh ; but, 
if believers match with infidels, they ſhall have trouble 
on all hands. Samſon's match with the Philiftine 
damfel ; David's with Michal; Abvigail's with Nabal; 
Solomon's with the Heathensz the Fews with the 
daughters of Afhdod; Ammon, and Moab, and the 
Antediluvian profeſſors, with the daughters of Cain; 
with all their dreadful conſequences ; are left upon 
record to caution the child of God. Many are mar- 
ried before their adoption, and one may be taken by 
the King, and the other left; and the King's choice 
may ſer a houſehold at variance: but, both being 
 infidels when married, here is plenty of room for 
wiſhes, but none for ſuch reflections as thoſe of Little 
Faith, who finned with his eyes open. Pray, had 
Little Faith any money with her? „ 


STEWARD. 


1 buntes he had a little: but that was not an ob- 
ject with him; it was love to her perſon, not to her 
| money, that entangled him in this Mate. 


Pray, how came Little Faith acquainted with 
thoſe gentlemen that were at the wedding ? 


STEWARD, 1 
ee kum lille b. days ago. One of the 


n to whom Little Faith opened his mind, told 
LIAN To X 2 me, 
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me, that he owned to him that he had privately fre- 
quented the love-feafts of the Hagarenes during the 
whole time of his courtſhip, in order to gain the 
conſent, and get into the good graces, of Mara's 
parents and friends ; and by thoſe means he gained 
their- conſent, and paſſed among them for a man of 
candour and liberal ſentiments. Here Little Faith 
ated with a double face, to gain a wife with a double 


heart. 
SHEPHERD, 


| Thoſe love-feaſts are rightly named, for young 
lovers are very fond of them. I am informed that 
many young wantons have begun to love at a love- 
feaſt, who have never faſted from frrife and debate all 
their days after. I ſuppoſe they are like the Moabiri/h 
_ «feſtivals, to which the men of Iſrael were invited 
through the counſel of Balaam. 


| STEWARD. 


Some of them are—for all ſorts are admitted 

members of the Royal Society, and even members 
of the Hell. fire Club may get in. Babes in grace, 
and Bucks of the firſt head, are mixed together; 
mothers in Iſrael, and even mothers procuriſts. 
Some go to ſeek a word of exhortation; and, if re- 
port be true, ſome have gone to ſeek proviſion for 
the brothel, All huddle together, all break a bun, 
and give the right hand of fellowſhip, Mara and 

Doeg were remarkably fond of this branch of human 
wy Theſe were SPOTS in their FBasTs or 

ChanTr, 
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CnariTy, feeding themſelves | without fear: clouds 
without water, carried about of winds; trees whoſe 

fruit withereth, TWICE DEAD . N % * 2 the roots, 


| Jude 12, 
SHEPHERD. WY: 


Well, as Little Faith went to their love-feaſts, it 
is right that he ſhould be left to long for a love af. 
He banqueted with them, and he muſt eXPooaE to 
pay the ee 

STEWARD. 

He now pays as he goes, poor ſoul! For I was - 
informed that his fleſh is waſted upon his bones: he 
is a mere ſhadow, and almoſt frightful to behold ; 
while his ſoul is like a veſſel in a ſtorm, and the 

daily provocations that he meets with drive him to 
his wit's end. 
ir © SHEPHERD, 295 Wet 

Pray, did he ever open his mind to his wife 
about Ur: 
| . STEWARD. 


About fix weeks after the wedding, he did, as [ 


was informed. 
SHEPHERD, 


And what effect had it? ; +6 ne 


STEWARD. 


He told one of the young princes that, for hs 

a month, he did nothing but weep over her; and 
that he could not endure her out of his fight, nor 
even n that a perſon ſhould look at her. She perceiu- 
X 3 ing 
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ing this, got more and more cold and indifferent to 
him; and grief of mind rendering him ſuch a ghaſtly - 
figure, ſhe began to ridicule and deſpiſe his perſon 
and unſightlineſs: and he declared to his brother, 
that he could ſee the work of the devil on both ſides; 
for he operated upon his inordinate affections, to 
chain his ſoul to her; and at the ſame time worked 
in her to deſpiſe both his affections and perſon. 
Being unable to hold in any longer, he opened his 
mind to his wife; told her the cauſe of all his grief; 
and begged that, as he could not get over it, not- 
withſtanding all his efforts, ſhe would feel a litile 
for him, ſhew her diſapprobation of Doeg's conſtant 
. viſits, and give him ſome information and ſatisfac- 
tion touching her chaftity, At his requeſt concern- 
ing Doeg ſhe laughed; and for his aſking informa- 
tion about her chaſtity, &c. & c. Mara ſhewed her- 
ſelf ! in her true colours, and abuſed him in ſuch Jan- 
guage as he did not think ſhe had been miſtreſs of; 
and, after breaktaſt, ſhe put a cockade, made of 
Jellow EE in hi Is hat. 


9 — 


SHEPHERD. 


It is well the Little Faith that it goes on ſo vio- 
lently as it does; it will be the ſooner over. Mar- 

Triage is a Divine ordinance: the ordainer of it will 
vindicate it, and the rights of it; and execute ven- 
geance on ſuch abuſers of it, by avenging the in- 
jured and the defrauded. When Little |Paith's 
ſtrength is all gone, the King will appear. Pray, 

- what faid Little Faith to his cockade ? GT 
5 8 . sTZWARPD. 


— 
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STEWARD, 


He ſaid that her cruel treatment gave his violent 
paſſions ſuch a check as he never felt before; and his 
earneſt expectation and bope is, that her cruelty will, 
ſome time or other, procure her the entire 4% of his 
affections; which ſhe, with all her artifice, will never 
be able to regain. However, Little Faith took cou- 
rage, and warned Doeg the Edomite from his houſe, 
and threatened him with the ſanction of the law in 
caſe he refuſed his warning; and, ever ſince, Mare 
has left the CHapel. royal, and goes conſtantly to the 
workbouſe at Hagar's Caſtle ; while poor Little Faith 
is obliged to zrudge after, in order to ſee whether 
his wife and Doeg look at one another. Little Faith 
goes out at one door, and his wife goes out at ano- 
ther; and among the crowd ſteals away (as he 
thinks, to meet Doeg), while he goes mourning 
home alone, under a double wound the jealouſy 
and juſt ſuſpicions of an injured huſband ; and 
wounded in his conſcience for abſenting himſelf from 
the ſancluary ſervice, where he > CT: ans: com- 
511 are to be had. (XxX at 


SHEPHERD." 


This will go nigh to give poor Little Puch uh 
bellyful of the ſentiments and devotions of the Hu- 
garites. He has not only heard, but he has ſeen and 
felt, the effects of Candour and Univerſal Charity. 
He knows, now, what Liberal Sentiments, and the 
Moderation of hypocrites, mean. He has ſeen the 

A 4 | dreſs 


Fl 
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dreſs of Jack and Tom, his old favourites; ai he 
has felt the heart of Mara Duplicity. Pray, has he 
never come with any of his complaints to you? 


STEWARD, 


Not yet; but he has ſent his love to me by one 
of his brothers, and begged that I would remember 
him: which he had no call to have done; for, ever 
ſince I heard of his cockade, I have wreſtled hard for 
him; and I know that he will be delivered, for he 
that feareth God ſhall come forth of them all; and zoe 
MX to len whenever Iittle Faith is e 


SH EPHERD. 


; ; if 1 was you, I would call upon him, 


. STEWARD. 
When the King intends to chaſten a child for his 
folly, he will make friends and acquaintances ſtand 
aloof, that they may not ward off the blows. He 
took umbrage at me for telling him the truth, and 
fled from faithful reproof; and the King ſays, Let 
them return unto thee, but return thou not unto them, 
Jer. xv. 19. I love him dearly, but I will not 
nurſe his pride, nor humour him in his folly, I 
hope the King will ſanctify the affliction; and if 
be does, when he is tried, he ſhall come forth as 
gold. . 
SHEPHERD, 
1 ſpirit of jealouſy i is dreadful in its e 
and poor Little Faith has been exerciſed with both 


kinds, 
| STEWARD. 
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STEW ARD. 

It is a a dreadful diſeaſe, and Heaven has provided 
a ſingular remedy for it in the ffth chapter of Num- 
bers, Whatever @ ſpirit of jealouſy be, it is God 
' that ſends it; and the ends for the which it is {ens 
are four. | 

The Firſ is, To bring iniquity forth that 1155 
hid : For it procures an offering of jealouſy, an offering 
of memorial, bringing RY to remembrance, Numb. 
v. 18. i 

Secondly, It is to clear:the character of a virtudus 
wife, belied, or wrongly ſuſpected; and to remove 
from a ſuſpicious huſband all his groundleſs ſuſpi- 
cions, that he may be ſatisfied with her chaſtity, and 
that his affections may not be alienated from her 
without cauſe: Aud if the woman be not defiled, but be 
clean, then ſhe ſhall be Jews and ſhall conceive. feed, 
Numb. v. 28. | 

Thirdly, The ſpirit if jealouſy is ſometimes ſent 
to prevent evil. It comes upon a man as ſoon as the 
heart of his wife- begins to wander. Iniquity is c 
ceived; but this ſpirit ſtirs up the reſtleſs court of 
inguiſition, till a confeſſion be obtained, and the birth 
be ſtopped. . 

Fourthly, The ſpirit of jealouſy i is 1 ſent 
by way of retaliation. If one man has provoked 
another to jealouſy, the Lord will reguite; he ſhall 
be provoked to jealouſy himſelf, that he may feel 
—y his neighbour. If David takes Bathſheba, Ab- 
c ſalom 


95 


2 
— 
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falom takes all David's concubines. As he metes, 
ſo it ſhall be meaſured to him again. 1 85 


23 SHEPHERD, | 

But the oa of the Lord, the bitter water, and 
the duſt of the floor, are all out of date, and out of 
uſe, now: we have no priefts to offer this ſort of 
___ : 213 
STEWARD. . 6] 

Every huſband, and every wife, upon whom the 

foivit of jealouſy comes, will act the part of a prief 
in theſe matters. Aſbes and bitter waters will be 
in uſe night and day; promiſes, and 'oaths too, will 
be demanded, before they will be ſatisfied. Fealouſy 
is the rage of a man, and fo it is of a woman; and, 
if they cannot ſettle the matter to their own fatis- 
faction, they wwill not reft contented though thou give 
them many gifts. And, as for the curſe that was to 
attend the clprit when theſe offerings had brought 
her in guilty, THAT 1s in the hand of the great Hicn 
PrIssT, who is the Judge of all the earth; and 
will, doubtleſs, be executed. The e and 
the N God ſhall Judge. 


SHEPHERD» | 


1 have d various trials of one ſort or or. 
and they are all. grievous to fleſh. and blood ; but 
that which makes them completely ſo is, when the 
heart is at a diſtance from the King. He that 
walks humbly with Him has got an ALMIGHTY 
ARM to lean on, and on which he may caſt his 

burdens 
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burdens and his cares, and find freſh ſtrength com- 
municated in every time of need. Such happy ſouls 
feel after him, and find him a preſent help, yea, a 
very preſent help, in time of trouble. But, if ſin be 
committed, and guilt contracted, the King hides 
his face, and communion is not held, then every 
croſs, yea, the leaſt affliction, becomes an intoler- 
able burden. Little Faith, in his profeſſion, differs 
much from me. It is not a great while ago that he 
got through the trait gate, and was admitted i into 
the preſence· chamber. When I was here, I was 
ſo delighted, and my-heart ſo raviſhed, with the 
King's perſon and elemency, that 1 had neither 
thought nor affection left for the creature. Little 
Faith muſt have got at a great diſtance from the 
King, otherwiſe Mara could never have taken him 
orifoutr to her charms, let, ber feligious garb, be 
never ſo complete.- M time 18. expired. We 
haye got a few 1 more ſheep added to the Hock, Fa 
it will be expected that 1 ſhould be there. 


STEWARD... 13 pax 


| What, has the Maſter lately bought in a new hat: | 
HEL! | {hs SHEPHERD. GSE 


Ono: they were all bought, and paid 8 long 
ago; but he ſends them in, a few at a time, as the 
old ones are drafted off, juſt to kee 9 the Rock and 
number up; and we generally examine them as well 
as we can, to ſee if they bear the Maſter” 8 mark, 

that we may not admit wolves in Theep ins into 
| the flock, e | 


STEWARD, 
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x ; 


STEWARD, 


"When: ſhall you be at leiſure. * ? 


EEA. 


Almoſt any day while we tarry in the fat 5 "a8 
for herbage and water are ſo plenty, that the work 
of a ſhepherd becomes delightful recreation, inſtead 
of labour : yea, I would rather be employed in it 
than have the whole of my time on my own hands; 
for, at ſuch ſeaſons, you may draw water enough to 
refreſh the whole flock, only by ſending the weſt! 
once to the WELL ; and the herbage ſprings fo faſt, 
that grows upon the ſheep—the flock cannot eat 

faſt enough to keep it under. x. 


5 STEWARD: F 

wg as a Steward, find i it jaſt the ſame at our enter- 
tainments. 1 his Majeſty be at the feaſt, there i is 
never any want of wine; and, if he tells us to. draw 
out, and bear unto the governor, or to any body elſe, 
we may draw away, either from the flaggon, the 
nerv bottle, or from the twater- pots of one : it is ſure 
to give ſatisfaction; they will all praiſe the liquor, 
and declare that the beſt wine is kept till now. I have 
never much running up and down ſtairs; nor is it a 
difficult matter to pleaſe the company when his Ma- 
Jjeſty's preſence | is at the feaſt; nor am I obliged to 
fetch the wine out of the cellar, for it is handed 
forth to me as faſt as called: for. At ſuch times I am 
as highly delighted at attending the table, as you are 
in 


— 
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in attending the flock : the new bottle and the waiter 
are handled with as much dexterity as either the 

ſheers or the crook. I envy the happineſs of no 
ſhepherd under heaven, nor do envy the flock their 
fat paſtures, at ſuch banquets as theſe, when Wiſdom 
takes the head of the table: Wiſdom hath builded her 
houſe, ſhe hath killed ber beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her 
wine, ſhe hath alſo furniſhed her table. She hath ſent 
forth her maidens, and given her invitations on the 
high places of the ciſy— Come, eat of my bread, and 
* drink of the wine which ] have mingled,” Prov. ix. 
I, 2, 3, 3. When Wiſdom furniſhes the table, the 
ſideboard is eaſily ſet off, and attendance becomes 
delightful. Her propitious looks, and the light of 
her countenance, are ſufficient to ſatisfy and delight 
all the company, if it conſiſts of five thouſand in 
number, And, at theſe entertainments, we are never. 
troubled with making orgeat, lemonade, nor cold 


tankard. 
SHEPHERD, 


| Well, Sir, let the Steward of the Houſehold rule 
well, and be counted worthy of double honour ; 
and, as the King hath made him a ruler, let him 
give to each a portion of meat in due ſeaſon. 1 
wiſh thee the preſence of Wiſdom at her own table: 
and pray thou for me, that the Chief Shepherd may 
ever attend his own flock ; and then the Shepherd 
will never envy the Steward, nor the Steward ver 
the Shepherd. When an opportunity offers, come 
again to the hut: the country air, in all probability, 


wo do you good, 
STEWARD, 
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Fl STEWARD. waa 
I will, Till then, may the preſence of Hin who 


dwelt with Moſes in the tent, and ſpoke to Jonah in 
the Irv commune Deg the Shepherd i in the hut! 


—_— 


SHEPHERD. 


Thank you. Farewell! Peace be within thy 
walls, and proſperity within thy palaces! 
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| DIALOGUE rus FOURTEENTH. 


SHEPHERD. 


Hass comes the Steward of his Majeſty 8 Houſe- 


hold! a Steward of the myſteries, and of the manifold 
grace of the King! Walk in, your honour. 


. ce STEWARD. 


The Shepherd 1s very polite and nnen 
to-day. Pray, what makes him ſo humorous ? Are 
the upland commons quite out of fi gh t, and out 1 
mind, with him? | 


SHEPHERD. 


Ns 1 the day of proſperity, be joyful; in the day 
« of adverſity, confider.” Pray, how come Little 
| Faith and his wife on? Does the matrimonial yoke 

| gall 
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gall his neck as bad as ever ? or, does it fit more 


eaſy than uſual ? | 
STEWARD, 


Worſe and worſe! I believe I told you, at our 
laſt interview, that Mara had left the Chapel-royal, 
and ſhe has never been ſeen near it ſince. She hath 
ſhewn herſelf in her true colours, indeed ! She ridi- 
cules the doctrines of the Palace, and all the ſervice 
of the Sanctuary; and, as for the King's Seed, ſhe 
hates them with perfect hatred. | 


[ 
SHEPHERD. 


And does Little F ith follow her to the workhouſe 
uu? 
STEWARD. ; 
No; he has been conſtantly at the Chapel for 
- theſe three weeks. The firſt time that he came, I 
was delivering to the family one of the King's moſt 
gracious ſpeeches; in which was this alauſe—Re- 
turn, ye backſliding children, for I am married unto 
you. While 1 was delivering the ſpeech, I perceived 
a ſtrange buſtle, looking, and whiſpering, among 
the young princes and princeſſes; and I was obliged 
to call them to order, not knowing what was the 
matter; but, as ſoon as I had done, I ſaw them 
gathering all together in a huddle again; and pre- 
ſently I perceived Little Faith among them, but ſo 
altered, that I hardly knew him. I went into the 
Palace; and, ſoon after, he followed me, and came 
into the Steward's room, EE 
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SHEPHERD. 
And what did you ſay to him 


sT 1604 RD. 


| Nothing harſh, for I perceived that ki heart was 
ready to burſt. I took him by the hand; told him 
I was glad to fee him; led him into the pantry, and 
bade him fit down: and there I left him till he had 
given a little vent to bis grief by weeping; and, 
after that, I went in, and communed with him; and 
ſuch an account did he give me of Mara, as I never 
heard. | 3 e 

SHEPHERD. 


Pray, did the King give teſtimony to his gracious 
ſpeech, becauſe i it ſcemed ſo vey PO to Little 
Faith's caſe ? | 

87 E WAR b. 

He did: and Little Faith told me, that it was 
the more cordially received by him, as coming im- 
mediately from the King, and that on purpoſe for 
him; for not a ſoul knew of his coming to-the 
Chapel-royal, nor did he enter the door till Ry of 
the ſpeech was delivered. | | 


SHEPHERD. © ; 

The” King's ſpeeches are mighty; 6s if they 
mightily grow and prevail, the bands of Little 
_ 'Faith's inordinate — will . like en 3 
cords, 1 2 5 


3 RF 
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STEWARD. + | 
This, he ſays, is what he longs for: for ſuch a 

woman he never ſaw; nor could he have ever thought 
that.there had been ſuch an one in exiſtence, if he 
had not been married to Mara. He declared that, 
at times, he could not perſuade himſelf that ſhe 
really was one of the children of men, or one of the 
human Jpectes ; but rather a machine, in which the 
Devil lived, reigned, and ruled; and in which he 
diſplayed all the art, craft, ſubtlety, miſchief, deceit, | 
hypocriſy, cruelty, and malice, that could be hatched 
in hell. He told me that ſhe never would conſent 
to bow her knees with him ſince he mentioned to 
her his ſuſpicions of Doeg ; nor did he believe that 
ſhe ever bowed them in private from year's end to 
year's end and yet was as confident of ber portion 
in the celeſtial regions as Mount Zion herſelf, that 
can never be moved: yea, he ſays ſhe will lie, cheat, 
peep, mutter, curſe and ſwear, like a Lapland witch; 
and then go to the workhouſe to hear Hagat' s heralds; 
and there fit, and ſigh, and ſob, hear, and weep, 
and put on ſuch a garb of ſanity, that he would 
defy all the fiends in the gloomy regions, let them 
all transform themſelves into the likeneſs of the 
angels of "Ss ever to equal her e 


ssnukPRERD. 

Pray, did Little Faith never mention the conduct 

of Mara, and his troubles, to old Uzzah; to the pen- 

ſtoners, placemen, and other tools of the court, who 
vere ſo forward for the match ? 


i 


STEWARD, 
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STEWARD; 

Fe told me he had; and that they counſelled him 
to caſt a mantle of love over her infirmities, and to 
conſider that ſhe was not, as yet, a member of the 
ſelelt, nor of the perfect band; and, upon Little 
Faith's telling them, that he thought ſhe was— 
5e For if there be,” ſaid he, any mortals on the 
„ terraqueous globe that are in the gall of bitter- 
* neſs, and in the bond of iniquity, Mara is, moſt 
& certainly, complete and perfect in that bond: 
they rebuked him; enforced candour and moderas 
tion; and told him to judge charitably, leſt, for Judge 
ws others, himſelf thould be judged; 


SHEPHERD. 


"nh candour and moderation have ſent legions, 
bliad, benumbed, ſeared, and ſwaddled in catnal 
ſecurity, to lift up their eyes in hell, To judge cha- 
ritably of perſons manifeſtly wicked and bypoeritical, 
is acting a moſt baſe, uncharitable, unmerciful, and 
cruel part, with their ſouls; and thoſe blind watch» 
men entail the blood of ſuch ſinners upon their own 
head. I have ſometimes thought that the rich man iu 
hell had been dealt with in this candid way; of which 
he appeared to be conſcious, when he ſaid, © Father 
« Airabam, ſend Lazarus to my father's houſe, for 1 
% have five brethren ; that he | may teſtiſy unto them, 
* Jeſt they come alſo into this place of torment,” Luke 
Xvi. 28, mw are Little Faith's altecdians FLY vio· 


lent as ever? . os 
oCAAWAT "P 2 L - STEWARD. 
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STEWARD. 


tHe a that, now and then, he has felt ſuch a 
flood of godly ſorrow flow into his heart, as he never 
felt before. At ſuch times, he ſays, he is as light as 
a bird; and his affections are ſo weaned from the 
creature, that neither Doeg nor Mara can move him. 
«© But theſe,” ſaid he, are but of ſhort duration; 
e and then that cruel ſpirit of jealouſy comes on me 
ic again; the very thought of which makes me 
tc tremble, for it drives me, for a while, quite out 
ce of my mind; but I truſt that, as ſoon as this 
&* oodly ſorrow worketh repentance unto ſalvation, that 
c I ſhall be ſaved and delivered out of this dread - 
« ful, unutterable labyrinth of woe!“ And I be- 
lieve he will: and therefore told him to come to 
the Steward's room three times a week, and that 
we would ſpread the caſe before the King together. ; 
And I adviſed him to do the ſame three times a day 
conſtantly, and mentioned the particular hours; at 
which times, I told him, though I could not join 
him, yet I would meet him at the throne at thoſe 
times; and I bid him watch, and told him that he 
ſhould foon ſee what united faith and Prager can do. 


a 1441 k 45 ” 5. ' a / "43 1 


4 SHEPHERD, 451665845 
\ That ” thee ner way to prevail. If two on 
ee earth ſhall agree touching any thing that ſhall 


be be aſked, it ſhall be n of our ne which Is 
in heaven.“ 5 "AL f ; NEIL 97 


- 
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His TORY or LITTLE FAITH, 341 
STEWARD. | 
It ſhall ; and Little Faith ſeems as ſure of it as if 
it was already accompliſhed ; and you know that 
faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence 
of Tn not ſeen. 
| SHEPHERD. 
The new ſheep are coming: I muſt be off. Ten- 


der my kind love to Little Faith ; and tell him, that 


my poor petitions ſhall be NE wich his in his 


| preſent calamity, _ 7 
STEWA R D. - 


1 thank you, my dear friend, for your offer; for, 


indeed, your aſſiſtance is much needed. I know that 
two ſhall withſtand an enemy, but @ 7breefold cord is 
ſtronger ſtill, Mercy and peace be with thee! 


SHEPHERD: 
_ Gracp and urn go with thee ! 


r 
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SHEPHERD, 


a 1 3 for is come at laſt! ED "DET, been 
expecting you every day for theſe fix weeks, Pray, 
where have you hid yourſelf all this time? 


STEWARD. 


Poor Little Faith i is fick : he has a violent OR 
| and a fever; and it is thopght that he is going into 
a decline. The Phyſician gave orders for a lodging 
to be procured for him in the valley of Eſaralen, at 
the foot of Mount Tabor, for the benefit of the air. 
Little Faith ſent for me, and begged it as a peculiar 
_ favour that I wauld ride in the chariot with him, 
And, as I was going to the houſe, I met Doeg the 
Fdomjts on the road, He knew me, and I was de- 
Le $ termined 


\ 
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termined to have a full look at him. He hung down 
his head, then tried to look up, looked this way and 
that way, then coloured up, then waxed pale, and 
ſeemed quite agitated. At laſt he gave a kind of an 
awkward wave with his hand, made a feeling for his 
bat, and darted by me, mumbling ſomething of the 


compliments of the day, which [ neither noticed nor 
returned, 


SHEPHERD. 


Pray, did you ſee Mara when you 1 was at ye 
houſe 2 | | 


STEWARD. | 
: Ves. - As the two ſervants were bringing Little 
Faith down ſtairs, ſhe came out of the parlour, and 
ſtood at the ſtair- foot, weeping, ready to take her 
leave of him. When he ſaw her, he bid the ſervants 
ſtop, ſeemed much flurried, ordered her into th 
parlour, and bid his ſervant lock the door. When 
the Phyſician ſaw how he was agitated, he ordered 
that ſhe might not be admitted into his preſence on 
any account, unleſs by his own deſire. 


SHEPHERD. 


"And what converſation had you in the way with 
him? 


STEWARD. 

He told me that his ſpirit was very unſettled. 
Sometimes he felt the ſweetneſs of godly ſorrow, 
and anon a kind of fupor ſeized him; frequently a 
Joyful beam darted through his ſoul, and, ſoon after, 
a heavy Ju would overhang his mind; that he 
| . was 
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was full of roffing and changes. To be ſhort, he 
told me that he repented of his folly in duſt and 
aſhes ; that from his heart he juſtified his Majeſty, 
and owned him juſt in all the heavy afflictions that 
he has laboured under —“ for 7 procured them. to 
« myſelf.” He added, I have, through unde- 
4 ſerved clemency, ſomething in my heart, which 
ce tells me that I ſhall be delivered out of my preſent 
6c diſtreſs of ſoul, and be reſtored to the King's fa- 
© your; and from the dreadful entanglement of that 
“ Toretched woman,” And, moroever, he ſaid, he 
was greatly deceived if the King did not leave him 
to himſelf, as a juſt requital for his folly, to take 
that ſtrictly forbidden, that rebellious ſtep: that the 
report of her ſingular hypocriſy, and of my unpa- 
ralleled ſufferings through it, might deter others, 
leſt they alſo come into union with ſuch a zormentor; 
for there are four, if not five, of my dear brothers 
and ſiſters, that have had, if not now, a ſneaking 
kindneſs for the Hagarenes, unleſs this diſaſter of 
mine has had the deſired effect, which 400 ſhall pray 
for with my dying * 


IP! SHEPHERD. Ni 


1 this fickneſi ends in the death of Little Faith, 
or, if you ſurvive him, you will not do juſtice to 
his memory, nor to the King's Seed, if you let the 
life of Little Faith be buried in oblivion. I would 

publiſh the in narrative, 


STEWARD, | 


/ 
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STEWARD. 


Jo tell you the truth, I have minuted down the 
greateſt part of the circumſtances, and of the con- 
verſation that has paſſed between us on the ſuhject, 
and thought I would leave the manuſcript for others 
to do as they pleaſed with after my deceaſe. 


SHEPHERD. 


1 am not fond of that, leſt, in reviſing or correct 
ing, they alter the circumſtances. Lou are a living 
witneſs of the whole matter; and are able to defend 
the narrative, in caſe any of the Hagarenes ſhould 

take up the pen, and attempt to diſprove it. 


STEWARD, 
But then there are ſeveral circumſtances—ſuch as, 
her not being a virgin when Little Faith took her, 
&c. &c. that may give an offence, if made public. 


SHEPHERD. | X 
Thofe very things are mentioned in the records of 
Zion, and Mara 1s condemned by the ſame for her 
deception. Secret things belong to the King 3 
6e but what is revealed belongs to us, and to our chil 
* dren.” The whole counſel of the King is to be 
declared: if it gives offence to any, it will give it to 
them whom it may concern. Hypocrites, fortune- 
hunters, wanton profeſſors, harlots, whoremongers, . 
and all who are really guilty, will doubtleſs find fault 
with it, and call it the produce of a bad ſpirit z juſt 
as the W tribe derided the King, when he 
io proteſted 
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proteſted againſt covetouſneſs, Luke xvi. 14. But 
Ifraelites indeed, and the real daughters of Sarah, 
will receive no damage by it, nor take offence at it. 
Fray, have you attended Little Faith conſtantly ſince. 
his . ? 


STEWARD. | | 

The ae before I heard of his illnefs, I had the 
following dream. I ſaw a man on a fick-bed, who 
feemed to labour under much diſtreſs of ſoul; and, 
while I ſtood pitying the fick man, I heard a voice 
| fay to him, My. fervant Job ſhall pray for you,” 
Job xlii. 8. Upon the hearing of which I awoke ; 
and, behold, it was a dream! But, while | was con- 
fidering the matter, theſe words occurred to my mind 
with fome degree of warmth Come over into Mace- 
* dnia, and belp us, Acts xvi. 9. 1 immediately 
rofe from my bed, dreſſed myſelf, and went down 
irito the Steward's room; and, while I was pondering 
in my mind what the vnn and the tert ſhould mean, 
behold, a man knocked at the door! I went and 
opened it; and ſaid to him “ Pray, what wanteſt 
* thou? or, whom ſeekeſt thou?“ He replied, with 


tears in his eyes “J am ſervant to one of the Royal 


& Family, namely, to Little Faith, who is now ex- 
4c tremely ill, having kept his bed for many days, 
& His recovery is doubtful ; and the Phyſician has 
* ordered him to a lodging at the foot of Tabor, tor 
te the benefit of the air; thinking that ſpot to be the 
t. moſt likely to be conducive to his health, as the 


6. air is as much the we of the air of Sinai, the 
place 
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« place of my maſter's nativity, as can be, As for 
& his native country, he has been too partial to that 
6 alſo; for it has never contributed either to his 
&« health, peace, or happineſs. His Highneſs ſtrictly 
« charged me, by verbal meſſage, to come to the 
«© Palace, and to inform the Steward of his Majeſty's 
« Houſehold of his ile, and intended removal.“ 
I then ſaid to him, © 1 am the Steward,” He then 
replied, that his Highneſs deſired his unfeigned love 
and duty to his Ro YAL Farr j and begged, as a 
favour, that the Steward might accompany him in 
buy Rm? Journey, and attend him during = illneſs, 


SHEPHERD. 
I ſhould have looked upon every circumſtance, 
thus concurring, to be of Divine appointment, in the 
behalf of Little Faith: for, when we ſee the lead- 
ings or footſteps of Providence before us, we may 
gather aſſuredly that the King is gone forth, and 
therefore we may boldly venture to go after him. 


When the good Shepherd goes ne the ſneep 


—_ follow after. 
STEWARD. 


I informed his Majeſty of the matter; and i imme» | 
; dae went, and accompanied Little Faith in his 


journey; gathering aſſuredly that the King had called 
me to that work. 6 
| " SHEPHERD. 


1 what ſort of a lodging has Little Faith bor 


STEWARD. 


A ſweet Place, and i in a moſt delightful air; far 
enough 
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enough from the deſart, his old highly favoured _ 
ſpot: and therefore Iam in __ that he will recover 


of this diſeaſe. 5 


Have you viſited him | conſtgntly during his | 


illneſs R 
6 | STE EWARD, 


"Conantiy: ; and I find great Common of 0 peech 


14 wk him. My mouth is open to Little Faith, my 


heart is enlarged, and I have a comfortable per- 
ſuaſion that he will be delivered ſome way or other. 
Sometimes he appears to he very happy for a whole 
| day together. The King ſeems to engroſs the whole 
of his affections; and then there ſeems to be ſuch 4 
bar between his heart and Mara, as he thinks will 
end in a gulf fixed, which will keep them apart to 
all eternity. But, when a fight and ſenſe of his folly 
recoils on his mind, it finks him again, And thus, 
he ſays, he ſhall riſe and fall in the balance of the 
ſanctuary, till the Atonement operate powerfully, 
and then he ſhall come to a ſeitled Nate, 1 


: SHEPHERD. 


Sins againſt knowledge, light, and . are at- 
tended with the moſt aggravating circumſtances. 
The reflections of ſuch ſouls return with the keeneſt 
ſenſations. Baſe ingratitude to the beſt of Benefac- 
tors covers the face with ſhame and confuſion, and 
2 the N child dumb. 


STEWARD. 


laue Fang eee chis; and fog that, 
if 


pp £92 


— 
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if the King forgives him, he never ſhall forgive 
bimſelf, his crimes are ſo complicated. Abſehting 
himſelf from the Chapel-royal, and going to coun- 
tenance the Hagarites, was in effe& bidding them 
God ſpeed, when he knew the damnable errors that 
they held had procured þim ſo many ſtripes before. 
« Scraping acquaintance with ſuch a ſet of deſpe- 
ce rate characters, and making my body,” ſaid he, 
& '2vþich is a member of Chriſt, the member of an harlot— 
* for ſure I am that I am joined to an barlot and 
« ſuch,” ſays the King, “ are one fleſh,” 1 Cor. vi. 
15, 16. | N 
! SHEPHERD» : 
My time is expired. The new ſheep lately added 
to the flock will be looking about them for water. 


STEWARD. - 0 
I thought, when the ſheep were in the fat vallies, 
that they might go to the ill waters, and drink when 


* would. 
S HEP HERD. 


When they are firſt brought to the fold, they are 


very thirſty, and at thoſe times the rivers and ſtreams © 


are generally acceſſible; but, in proceſs of time, the 
keenneſs of their hunger and thirſt abates, and then 


I am obliged to draw water for them. What little 


they can get for themſelves, over and above what the 
ſhepherd draws, will not t ſuffice. | 


| STEWARD. In 
Our i interviews, now, muſt be wor; for I ** 


\ 


"PN" SP 
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purpoſed to viſit Little Faith every day, or every 
other day, during his ſtay at Tabor, unleſs I ſhould 
ſee a conſpicuous change for the better, either in his 
bodily health or preſent ſtate of mind. When you 
water the flock, remember Little Faith; and, as 
ſoon as convenient, I will call at the hut. 


＋ | * * 
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It is not in my power to forget him and tell 
him, that the Shepherd ſaluteth him. 
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STEWARD. 


Sf 1 As 8 you again in che hut! Vin put 
me in mind of Job, who ſaid he ſhould die in his 
neſt s for I have often OE thas 2 would ds 
n 720 10 wt 

. suRP HEAD. 7 
The Chief Shepherd is a little ſantuary 3 in a. 
places where he deigns to come. It is his preſence 
that conſecrates a place, and makes it holy ground: 


his preſence has often been enjoyed here; which > 


makes me love the 2 for he is our dwelling- 
. place in all generations. ne How did you, Ap 


poor Little Faith? 
' S$TEWAR D. 


Little F aith is better, both in body. and "AY His 


| mind 1 is not exerciſed with ſuch ſudden changes as 
formerly; 
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formerly ; a ſenſe of divine love, and godly ſorrow 
ariſing therefrom, ſometimes abide with him a whole 
day and a night together; and, when theſe abate, 
he ſays his ſoul doth not fink into ſuch horrid glooms 

as heretofore : and I told him, he would ſoon find 
| that the gates of Deſtruction would be ſo cloſed 
againſt him, that he would never more be able to 
ſend one thought within them; nor would his infide- 
lity itſelf ever be able to fetch any matter for terrible 
meditation from thoſe gloomy regions again. 

SHEPHERD. 

Glad news, CHESS ! But ſo it is, 9 a FIN" for, 
when once Little Faith is perfectly reſtored to the 
Joys of the King's ſalvation, and upheld by his free 


Spirit, his lively hope will be ſo vigorous, and the 
Well-ſpring of life and comfort will ſwell his joys 


; fo high, that the abyſs of deſtruction and perdition 


| will fink and vaniſh from his mind for ever. Look- 

ing into the perfect law of liberty will effect: this. 
My very heart glows with love to the King for his 
» ſuperabounding clemency to poor Little Faith, who 
bas been an unſtable man all his days: but the King 
* not, therefore he ſhall never be conſumed, 


STEWAR —_ 


| He never r ſhall, The King has viſited his fin ao 
the rod, and his iniquity with ſcourges, but his love 
is ſure; and theſe heavy chaſtiſements, when fol- 
lowed with-renewing grace, will make. his 3885 
— as a as the ſan at'noon-day:. . h 


SHEPHER p. | 
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S H £ PHE R D. 
Pray, who 1 is his nurſe ? 


STEWARD. 

She is one of my own procuring. Her name is 
Deborah ; a godly young woman, one that knows 
the plague of her own heart, and the balm-of the Phy- 
fician, well. And, indeed, none are ſo proper to 
nurſe others, as thoſe who have been inured to 
afflictions. Wounded ſpirits are _— of melting 
and ming together. 


SHEPHERD. 


Little Faith's nurſe is of the ſame name with 15 
who nurſed Rebekah: and, I believe, was a very great 
favourite in Jacob's family; for, when ſhe died, they 
buried her beneath Bethel, under an oak; and the 
name of it was called Aton-bachuth, or the oak of 
weeping, from that day, Gen. xxxv. 8; which gives 
me reaſon to hope that ſhe was a good woman. 


Beſides, her death happened juſt after Jacob had 
built the altar, offered his ſacrifice, and called the . 


name of the 1 E.. beth-el. 


STEWARD. 


If ſhe had not been a favourite of Jacob's mother, 
he would hardly have taken her into his family; 
and, if ſhe had not been a favourer of the religion 
of the family, it is not likely that there would have 
been ſo much ed at her death.” 


2 5 | SHEPHERD, 


— 


is 
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* 


SHEPHERD. 


True. I ſuppoſe Little F. th is very » well | pleated 


with his nurſe ? 
pomp [ | STEWARD. 


NG; . e ſhe is as much delighted as he is. She 
told me that he ſometimes lay, and bleſſed and 
praiſed the King all night long; and, even in his 
fees; he would talk about the things of the celeſtial 
realm with ſuch ſenſibility, wiſdom, eloquence, and 
power, as ſhe never heard nor felt from the lips of 
any in all her life. She declared that ſhe had lately 
enjoyed a heaven upon earth. And Little Faith 
ſeems as happy with her: for ſhe has been greatly 
exerciſed in ſoul trouble; and was once, in her car- 
nal ſtate, croſſed in love herſelf, fo that ſhe is capable 
of ſympathy; and, when Little Faith is in one of 10 
bon fits, they compare notes together. 


SHEPHERD. „ 


Tbat is is a ſingular bleſſing. Nothing can be more 
8 difobrerable to an affectionate prince, when ſick, 


than to have an alien from the commonwealth, and 


a rebel to the throne, about —_— 


STEWARD. / 


It is diſagreeable. But this is not the caſe des | 
Deborah is an honourable young woman, ſound in 
the faith, a woman of wiſdom and prudence : and 
it may with propriety be ſaid of her, as was ſaid of 
Bob , that ſhe * not young _ whether poor 
or 
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or rich; and that all the city of our people do knot . 
ſhe is a virtuous woman, Ruth 1 iii. 10, 1 


SHEPHERD, 


I ſuppoſe Mara is glad enough that Linls Faith 
is out of the way. Doeg and ſhe can attend all the 
love- feaſts in the neighbourhood : They may take their 
fill of love until the morning; yea, they may ſolace them- 
ſelves with loves — for the o Man is not at home, 
nor is there any day appointed for. his return (Prov. vii. 


18, 19). So that the bad man has wot got the e good 955 


man to watch over her. 


S $TEWARD, 
Ves, ſhe has. The King watches over her, and 
has turned the heart of Doeg to hate her. His affec- 
tions are gone over to Joan Clamorous: and Mara 


follows and watches Doeg as much as ever Little 


Faith watched Mara; yea, ſhe follows him till ſhe 
has expoſed herſelf to the contempt of every body; 
inſomuch, that Doeg is become the jeſt of the town, 
and is aſhamed to ſhew his head; and his conſcience 
is ſo honeſt, that he cannot ſtand before the ſcorn. 
Therefore he hates her with perfect hatred. 


nf TAD. 


Thoſe that deſpiſe the King ſhall be lightly efeemed. 5 
Lovers and friends ſhall deſpiſe them when the King 


begins to requite them. | 


Little Faith was never more Ebd. Froveked, 


2 2 and 


9 —— n . n . oe x * W : 
]] 1 8 * = 6% ; £ * 


f 
j 
N 
4 


2 vi... — 


- 


e 
. 

ated Il} 
C,4 ne — 


— 


— * an 
n 


ff | 


356 HISTORY OF LITTLE FAITH. | 

and deſpiſed, by Mara, than Mara'is now by Doeg. 

She ſhall know what jealouſy is as well as Little 

Faith. But their motives widely differ: ſhe is pro- 

yoked becauſe ſhe cannot purſue fin; Little Faith 
was provoked at ſin, 


SHEPHERDe : 
Pray, has Mara never been to fee her huſband ? 


STEWARD. | 
Yes, ſhe has been three times. The firſt time the 
went, ſhe aſked Deborah how her huſband did, 
Deborah replied, * Which of them, Madam ?” 
She bid her go and tell her patient, that his wife is 
come. Deborah told her, that ſhe would not dif- 
turb him; for ſhe had received ſtrict orders from 
| her patient, and the phyſician alſo, not to admit her 
on any account. When ſhe heard wi, ſhe with- 
drew, and went home. | 


| SHEPHERD, | 
Deborah was very ſinart upon her. 


STEWARD. 


She i is a very ſenſible woman ; 3 8 abit wo- 
man; and, which exceeds all, ſhe is a woman of 


grace, and of good. a en When ſhe came 


the ſecond time, ſhe brought Deborah a ſmall pre- 
ſent in her hand; but ſhe refuſed it, ſaying, * I am 

« of my father Abraham's mind; I will never take 
* any of the portion of the children of this 
oy world, 
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4 world, even from a thread to a ſhoe-latchet.” She 
aſked how Little Faith did? She told her, Never 
* better in ſoul, though very weak in body.” She 


then aſked, if her huſband ever inquired after her ? 


Deborah replied, © No.” She added, Did you 
ce tell him that I called to ſee him?“ Deborah an- 
ſwered, I did not; nor (ſhall I, except he aſks 
me.“ I muſt withdraw: I am going to mar- 


ket, to buy thoſe things that we have need of againſt 


the feaſt. The feaſt of tabernacles is coming on, 
and then I (hall be Are en 


SHEPHERD. 


1 expect every day to be ordered upon the —_ 
commons. The ſheep ſeem to be too full fed; too 
great a plenty of the good old paſtures makes them 
dainty ; they are every now and then prowling away, 
to get a bite of ſomething new. 


| STEWARD. 


It is juſt the ſame with the King's Houſehold, 


I have known ſome of the children go three miles 


from the Palace, to get a little wwine mixed with a= 


ter (Iſa. i. 22), when they have left æines on the N 


dees well refined at home (Iſa. xxv. 6), which they 
have been welcome to without money, and Without 
price. But, when theſe curious jaunts procure ſen- 
ſible barrenneſs to them, which is often attended 


with a long fa, it brings them both to their palate 5 


and their appetite; and, when they come to know 
the real value of the old wine, they do not fraightway 


Z3 defire 
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 defire wig for they Jay, * $I The old is better.” Luke 


| | SHEPHERD, 


| Clipping- time is coming on, and I hope 10 will 
be over before we go upon the wpland commons; 


for, when once the ſheep get among the heath and 


. thorns, the-dippiuys amount to but little. Mr. 
-. Steward, adieu. The Lord entertain thee with the 
fatneſs of his houſe, and feed thee with the heritage 


again we 8 | ; ( : {7.3 


STEWARD. | 


If you ſhould be gone before I come again, ov 
a few lines, wrapped up, and buried in the ground 
cloſe to this root of the een N and lay 3 
Kone , upon ee” Wy 


zune 8 


STEWARD. 


Peace be with thee, whether in the uplands or 
lowlands! You may open your mouth wide to the 
great Shepherd, and he will give you a bleſſing; the 
fouth land ſhall go with the ſpriugs of water; yea, the 
wpper and the nether ſprings, Jolh. xv. 19. And what 
hen you 357 5 n but the kingdom? 5 


5 SHEPHERD, 
15 55 nn, and all. 


STEWARD, | 
rz ! po all fall te thine! | 


1 2 
, aw 
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FOR MR. FIDELITY, 


STEWARD OF HIS natures 8 HOUSEHOLD, 


LOWLAND PALACE, SALEMs 


Ar As! my brother! My bighly-fa- 
voured hut, you now behold ; and the adjacent val- 
lies, my ſoul's delight; where footſteps divine have 
oft been trac'd ; and where immortal Majeſty mor- 
tals has deign'd | to viſit, and with worms convers'd ! 
The Shepherd's gone; the flocks, and bells, are gone; 
the verdant vales are left; while I, reluctantly, muſt 
range the dreary, deſart waſte ! 

When love divine ſhall burn, and Heaven ſhall 
ſmile; and thou the Throne beſiege, with ſopplick- 


tions arm?d ; equipp 'd, remember me—white mine 


with thine ſhall mig. 252 


© A % 


| So | prays thy Brother, = OS. 


1 . 1 


"I belly bana rend. 122 


* 
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LITTLE FAITH. 


- . DIALOGUE ru SEVENTEENTH. 


SHEPHERD. 


Hax comes the faithful Steward; one of the ex- 
cellent of the earth, in whom is all my delight! 


STEWARD. 77 S001 ML 


You have a much better opinion of me than 1 
have of myſelf, If you knew as much of the Steward 
as I do, you would change your voice, and often 
ſtand in doubt of him. I have been five times to 
_ viſit the but in your abſence. Pray, what ſort of a 
time have you had upon the commons? By the note 
that you left me, you went off with a heavy heart. 


SHEPHERD. | 

Indeed, F did. But theſe words came 6 to 
my mind, and ſent me off in good ſpirits—““ Feed 
cc the 


e 
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the flock which is among you, taking the over- 
*« ſight of them, not by conſtraint, but willingly.” 
1 Pet. v. 2. And found the good Shepherd better 
to me than all my fears; for I expected nothing but 
labour and toil, and that the commons would have 
been ſo barren, that the ſheep would have been 
ſcattered all over the country, whereas I never ſaw 
the ſheep-walks better ſtored. The herbage is always 
very ſcarce there; but then, if the good Shepherd 
bleſſes it with 4er (Hoſ. xiv. 3) and frowers, the 
ſheep are always ſatisfied, whether the paſture be 
much or little; and this they convinced me of by 
their abiding on the walks, without ſhewing the 
leaſt inclinstion to n 5 


8 8 1 TE WA RD. 
- When ſervants can give ſatisfa&tion, i it makes 7% 


yoke of, ſervitude. fit. eaſy, whether it LE on the 
N or on Of Steward, 


1 
8 o 


EpnnnD: | | 
It does: and I have been convinced that the 
good Shepherd is not confined either to this hut, or 
to any other place; but he has confined himſelf to : 
his fock, and his faithful ſervants —Pray, have you | 
Paid Fs conſtant. viſits to Little F aith? +> 


+8 STEWARD: 
Yes, I have viſited him every day, or every other i 
day, as bees offered, ever fince Zire left the ; 
A. : 
SHEPHERD, 


M ee ee FAITH: 


* * * * 
8 174 E ? f * 
%% i aul SHEPHERD. * AIG 
— 


e how does he do? Is he Fill i in 25 dhe i in- 
' jured lover's hell 75 8 c 


„ „ ar WAA. io | 
No nor ido I believe that he will ever be but into 
ole furnace again: he may go into another fire, but 
never more into that; for, when once a child has 
been burnt, he will ever after dread the fire; and he 
will be ſure to defend himſelf from that quarter by 
all the force of prayer; and, you know, all things 
are poſſible to them that A" and 229 7. Faith 
25 a believ err. © 12 11 

| 5HEPHERD. e n 
Nobody doubts that; and glad am I at my hi 
| * the poor ſoul is delivered from thoſe bands and 
But, Pray, how goes the renewing work of 
lacs on? Is his ſoul reſtored to the joys of divine 
falvation ? And is he bleſfed with a free ſpirit? for 
that will effectually cure creature love, and all /oves 
. af once, 15 | : 
f pg Te STEWARD. * ol 
He continued in the ſame ſtate as s he w was s when 
you left the hut, for about a month, in much meek» 
"neſs, contrition, and godly ſorrow ; and, at intervals, 
his paſt folly returned, with e degree of weight, 
on his mind: at which ſeaſons ſelf-loathing, ſelf- 
abhorrence, and humble confeſſions, employed both 
his mind and his tongue. But, when theſe clouds 
were diſperſed, uuffipned gratitude, grateful ac 


Ann knowledgrenta | 


3 
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knowledgments, thankſgivings, ex preſſions of the 
warmeſt love, applauding the works and ways, ad- 
miring the conduct, and celebrating the high praiſes 
of the KinG, were his momentary employ through- 
out the noiſy hours of the day and the filent zoatches 
of the night. Deborah told me, that ſhe never ſaw 
ſuch evident tokens of divine contrition, nor ever 

heard ſuch pathetic language drop from the lips of 
mortals. She had privately liſtened to him, till ſhe 
could not perſuade, herſelf bur ſhe was on the fron- 
tiers of the celeſtial regions; and tranſported, either 
with the mental eloquence of the diſembodied ſpi- 
rits, or with the aſſembled MO of ar 
worſhippers, 


SHEPHERD. | HPF”. 


CE is often; ſeen that, zohere-the King ales Sack 
fatherly ſeverity, there he exerciſes ſuperabounding 
pity; and, where his diſpleaſure waxes the hotteſt, 
there it abates the ſooneſt." His anger endureth 
but a moment; in his favour is life : weeping may 
* endure for a night, but 3 Joy cometh in the morn- 
5 ing. ” Pſalm xxx. 5, Pray, does he ever men- 
tion wid deſire to ſee his wife ? 


* 
oy 
4 


; STEWARD, 18 rae? 


Never; nor can he endure her x name to be proven 
tioned, The ſtripes which he has felt for his folly 
will leave a laſting impreſſion upon him; and, when 
he is effectually humbled by evangelical repentance, 
and renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, his whole 
e will cleave to the firſt Cauſe and laſt End: nor 

could 


364 HISTORY or LITTLE FAITH; 

could Little Faith ever have been ſo eaſily enſnared 
as he was, if he had kept up communion, and RE 
e with the OE Powers. wire 

. ' SHEPHERD. 

Pray, how is his bodily health ? 

| 4 STEWARD. 
| He appears to be in a very weak and low way. 


Jo SHEPHERD, 
von does his wife viſit him? 


* 


STEWARD. 
i; Dheporcallys and has been as much el | 


tel with a ſpitit of jealouſy, and as much provoked by 


- Deborah, Little Faith's nurſe, as ever he was by 
Doeg, the Edomite. Excuſe me, my dear bro- 
ther, for I promiſed to be, this afternoon, at the foot 
of Tabor. The Heavens protect thee! In a few 
nay " will call on thee again. 455 1 


SHEPHERD. . 
Vou know, now, where to find me any day. 


Fg 


STEWARD. __ 
| Yea, and I am thankful that I do; for Dear mit 
union and communion are not known by every one 
that bears the name of Shepherd and Steward in the 
world. May the perfect bond of them ever ſubſiſt 
rr us! F arewell. 


S8HEPHRERRD. 
Amen. Fare you well. d 10 
4x „„ 


: (- ; 365 ) O | ; A 
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LITTLE FAITH. 


DIALOGUE Tus EIGHTEENTH. 


————_ —— 


SHEPHERD. 
Goop morning to you, my friend! You look a 


| little like a perſon in high truſt now: you have got 
your keys 1 In your hand, I ſee. 


STEWARD, 


They are not always perceptible, either to me or 
to you; though, I believe, I am never without them: 
but the virtue and power lie with Him who entruſted 
me with them. I ran away in a great hurry, for 1 
have good news to tell thee therefore I hardly took 
notice of what was in my hand. 


$ H - PHE RD. | 
Pray, how does Little Faith do ? Is he delivered? 


STEWARD, 
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Indeed he is; and ſuch a deliverance I never ſaw 
before: he has been led into a ſtrange wilderneſs of 
woe and ſorrow, and is now returned in the poꝛver of 
the Spirit. 3 5 

SHEPHERD. 


Es how was his deliverance wrought 2 


STEWARD. 


He told me that the King had manifeſted himſelf 
to him, as a propitious Father ; that he was pacified 
toward him, and reconciled to him; and, to aſſure | 
bim of it; he had given him ſuch a fenſe of his ever- 
laſting love as he could ſcarcely ſuſtain : yea, he 

made a viſible appearance to his renewed mind; the 
eye of his faith really ſaw him, and the glory of 
bim; and he told Little Faith, that he never more 
would be wWroth'with him, nor rebuke bin. a 43 


g SHEPHERD. 


What encouragement is this for the eat in 

credence to truſt in the unparalleled clemency of the 
beſt of ee Pray, has Mara been to ſee 
bim 5 „ 


STEWARD. 


"ns continually ; ; and ſhe came while I was there: 
and Deborah told me, that ſhe had frequently inſiſted 
upon going into Little Faith's room, but that ſhe = 
had kept the ſtair- foot door conſtantly locked, and 

would not admit her; for which Mara had given 
1 ſome very abufive language. And, as ſhe hap- 
| pened 
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pened to come while I was chere, I told Little Faith 
of it, of her frequent viſits, and of her abuſing De- 
borah for refuſing her admittance ; and that I would 
adviſe him to ſee her, if he thought the ſight. of her 
would not flurry him. He replied, ** I have no 
e objection to ſeeing her; for I am ſure that neither 
«© her preſence, nor death itſelf, will either flurry or 
c nove me; the King, in his great goodneſs, hath 
« made my hill ac, 


SHEPHERD. 


And did you introduce her to him while you was 

there? 
STEWARD. 

Ves: 1 when ſhe came to the 3 ſhe bade 
me withdraw; which Little Faith heard, and deſired 
me not to leave the room. She ran up to him, fell 
upon his neck, and kiſſed him. He looked up at 
her with a ſmile, and faid, © Friend, wherefore art 
& tbou come! Betrayeſt thou Little Faith with a kiſs?” 
O, how ſhe did look ! She trembled, and would have 
dropped, if I had not put a chair under her! The 
| moſt rebellious Iſraelite never was more abaſhed at 
the rays of Moſes's face, nor the unrighteous council 
at the. face of Stephen, than ſhe was at the heavenly 
countenance of Little Faith. | 


SHEPHERD. 


« The wicked ſhall not ſtand in the judgment, 
* nor ſinners in the congregation of the righteous.” 5 
If the work of a gracious God upon a fellow - worm 

e 8 be 


ö 3638 | HISTORY . OF LITTLE. FAITH. - 
be ſo terrible to a guilty ſinner, what muſt the yon 
of a an > angry Jager! 2 
87 1 0 AR p. 


A perfect knowledge of that is not attainable in 
this life ; ; it mult be learnt beyond the ape reps, 


, s 
1 — 1 
* 
p * 


SHEPHERD. 48 


Pray, what converſation had Little Faith with bis 
wife? 
| STEWARD. 

Such a meeting I never ſaw! After ſhe had re- 
covered herſelf a little, ſhe begged forgiveneſs of all 
that ſhe had done amiſs. He told her, that he was 
not in the leaſt offended with her; nor had he, now, 
any cauſe ſo to be: ſhe had been a terrible weapon 
in the hand of a juſt Gop to mortify and humble 
him, who will be gracious to his on elect; but be 
will take vengeance” of their inventions: and then 
& ariſe, diſappoint the ungodly, and caſt them down; 
« and deliver the ſouls of his ſaints from the wicked, 
ic which are God's ſword,” Pſalm xvii. 13. He 
added, It was inordinate affection, and nothing 
« elſe, that induced me to marry you: but it was 
« your religious maſt of profound deception, which 
& T miſtook for the King's image, that firſt entangled 
« my affections; which, in time, rendered me blind 
4 to all your hypocriſy, and deaf to all wholeſome 
“ counſel and caution. My folly being compound- 
« ed with the ſin of ignorance, T have obtained mercy 
60 * through the great propitiatory Sacrifice; but 


1 where 
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< where ſhall ſuch- deceivers, ſuch preſumptuous | 
65 finners as you, find a ſacrifice me MST: 157167 


| RIED. | 

2 be 3 in Zion are afraid; — hath 1 i 
priſed the hypocrites, Well may they cry“ Who 
& among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire? Who 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſling burnings ?“ 
_ (Ia, xxxiii. 14): for an obſtinate ſinner, or an arch 
hypocrite in Zrox, is the blackeft character drawn 
or recorded in the eternal annals. | | 


STEWARD. 


The cafe of ſuch deceivers is fi ngularly def perate, 
and their ſtate perilous ; for they are uſed by the 
devil as machines, in and by whom he beguiles and 
deceives the weak and {ſimple of the King's Seed. 

And ſo Little Faith told his wife; and that, from 


theffirſt, ſhe could intend nothing but evil again 


him, though God meant it unto good, Gen. |. 20. 
And, though he had repented in duſt and aſhes for 
bis folly, yet he was raiſed, up to admire the wiſdom - 
and goodneſs of God in his happy deliverance; a 
bleſſing unmerited by him. She then begged it as 
a favour, that he would go to prayer with her. He 
replied, ©* I cannot; you have ſo quenched the Spirit 
« of prayer in me, that I could not put up a petition 
in faith for you, might I gain heaven by fo do- 
„ing: for There is, ſays God, 4. fin unto death; 
„Ido not ſay he. ſpall pray for. it.” Nor will the 

Almigbty ever permit me to indulge one affee- 
Anne A a e tion, 


* 
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tion, [ even of nature,” or of grace, for you again, 
either in this world or in the next. Diſcriminat- 


© ing love hath made ſuch a breach in time, as will 


. © end in an everlaſting ſeparation between you and 5 


me.“ At this the fell into Fs, and continued in 
' them for three hours. She was afterwards carried 
home, and watched with all-night. The next day, 
ſhe appeared raving mad; and the third day died, 
with ſuch oaths and imprecations in her mouth, as 
could be dictated by none but im who defired to have 
Peter, that he might fift him as 4wheat. 


SHEPHERD, 
«8 Is not deſtruction to the wicked, and a ſtrange 
170 puniſhment to the workers of iniquity?“ Job 
xxxi- 3. I ſuppoſe Little Faith knows nothing of 
her awful departure; and, I think, it is better not to 
inform him of it, leſt the ſurpriſe ſhould h hurt him, 
as he ĩs ſo var weak, e 


© STEWARD. Lek oO 

He e it all; the report came to Tabor while 

I was there. Deborah came up into the room, and 
beckoned with her hand for me to come out into the 
paſge; and, while we were whiſpering together, 
whether we ſhould tell him of it or not, he cried out, 
* You need not whiſper about it; I knew the whole 
©, of the matter before either of you heard of it.“ 

_ F'faid, Do you know that Marais dead?“ He re- 
plied, „ Yes.” ' I aſked if he knew how ſhe died? 
He told me, Yes; ſhe died nad: ſhe departed on 
* „ mornin 85 ſaid he, © at nine o'clock.” 
et . SHEPHERD, 


* 


* 
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SHEPHERD. | 
3 did he ſeem at all concerned at it 5 


STE WAR D. 


Not i in the leaſt; he was as becalmed 130 com- 


poſed i in his mind as if nothing had happened: he 


enjoys uninterrupted peace and quietude; nothing 
ſeems to move him. 


| SHEPHERD, 
Dia you aſk him how he knew of her vb | 


STEWARD, | 


I aid and he told me, that i it was revealed to 11 
in a dream. He ſaw her lying on a bed, raving 
mad, and belching out perpetual blaſphemies againſt 
God. There were three men (who were a part 
of our-wedding-gueſts) holding her down on the 
by. © bed: but ſhe ſeemed to be too Arong for them all, 
« and was likely to get out of their hands; and 
4 would have done, had not the nurſe got up ba- 

ho hind her, pulled her head back, and held it faſt 
« in her lap. The nurſe had no ſooner elaſped both 
her hands under her chin, and fixed her had be- 
ee tween her knees, than I ſaw. her ſoul breathed forth 
« from between her teeth. And; what ſurpriſed me 
. was, that the Meer (Matt. v. 25) did not and 
at her right-band (Plalm cix. 6), expecting the 
46 prey (Ila. xlix. 24) as ſoon. as the impulſive 
ſentence came. Nor did the devouring lion 
Ke 0 Pet. v. 8), like a conſtant watch, appear, in 
5 Ka order 
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&« order to make a violent ſeizure of the ſoul as ſoon 
as it ſhould paſs through the door of her lips 
i (Pſalm cxli. 3), as is generally the caſe; But be 
% came forth with the ſoul; the ghoſt was in his 
4 arms; for Providence zwas fled (Ho. ix. 12), and 
10 the officer had obtained a full poſſeſſion of body 
44 and ſoul three days before.” I then aſked him whe- 
ther he ſaw them afterward? He faid, he did. He 
ſaw the officer fly as quick as thought, with the ghoſt 
in his arms, through the airy regions, even to the 
gates of Paradiſe. The ſpirit returned unto God who 
gave it (Eccl. xii. 7), but found no admittance there. 

] looked till a gloomy canopy divided, and inſtantly 
« all was light: and, behold! an awful ſcene was 
0 exhibited ; for the Judge appeared on-a throne like 
cc a fery flame, Dan. vii. 9. Over his head was a 
ec croton ſuſpended under the portals, uſt as I had 
« ſeen it in a dream before. On each fide of the 
te judge ſtood a cherubim. Millions of the bright 
inhabitants attended behind the throne, but came 
* not without the gates. In the hand of the Judge 
«6. was a flaming ſword, with revo edges; and I heard 
c A voice more terrible, more loud, than thunder, 
«ſaying, © DazrarT!” and à flame, as quick as 
& lightning, ſhot forth, and attended the awful de- 
"4 nunciation; which, like a ſtream of brimſtone, 

4 Eindled ( Iſa. xxx. 33) in the affrighted ghoſt. The 
4 flaming ſcene vaniſhed, and all was cloſed, when, 
"© lo! a thick darkneſs ſucceeded, and a pillar of 
{a „ ſmoke belched forth from the diſmal gloom. 


1 452 DOT.” © Away 
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© Away went the ghoſt, all on fire, like a flaming 
„ torch, and ſhot down through the dimenſionleſs, _ 
00 boundleſs, bottomleſs regions; While the flame 
« burnt in it, and fury ſmoked after it, to the loweſt 
* bell, Deut. xxxii. 22,—when, behold! all on # 
** ſudden, a tremendous gulf opened; millions ap- 
te peared within the expanded vault, and horrid 
Hriets iſſued and reſounded from the diſmal ca- 
dern. In went the ghoſt, the gulf was cloſed, and 
all was flent; and I heard a voice ſaying, Theſe 
«© are the ſpirits in priſon, 1 Pet. i. 19. And imme» 
« diately this text occurred to my mind, And they 
© ſhall be gathered together as priſoners are gathered in 
« the pit, and ſhall be ſbut up in the priſon 3 and, after 
many days, ſhall they be viſited, Ja. xxiv. 22. And 
e an awful vit it will be, when they are oraught forth 
60 tg. th 10 1 WR Lani TIL 906 tne 0d 


77 SHEPHERD, 85 

O dreadful ftate ! 10 All darkneſs is hid in their 
e ſectet places; 4 fire not blown conſumes them (Job 
« xx, 26), while brimfone Jhalt be ſeattered upon their 
60 habitation, Job xviii. 15. Surely fuch are the 
„ DwELLINGS of the wicked, and this is the PLACE of 
„Hi that KNOWETH NOT Gop. Job XViii. 21, 
W was not Little F aith terrified at the ſight EO 


RWA RD, : 
He told me, that he was not. He Gal, he beheld 
it with aſtoniſhment; but was ſo filled with unutter- 


able gratitude to God for his grace to him, that his 
ACT - ' admiration 


>. 


on we own: heart. 
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admiration of mercy counterbalanced: his a/fon;/hment 
at wrath; ſo that his mind was kept compoſed, and 
in a ſweet frame, throughout the whole ſcene : and, 
when he make he ſaid, that he found his v 
wet with tears. 
| SHEPHERD. 

Pray, "Oe is Little Faith in bodily bogey. ? Does 

he ear to or at all ? | 


[of $TEWARD. | | 


He is very weak, indeed. He ſays, be never ex- 


pects, nor does he i in the leaſt deſire, to be reſtored, 


but bad much rather depart: however, be is afraid 
to indulge; much leſs mention, a wiſb, either one way 
or the other, for fear of offending; for his Royal 


Father has made his heart fo ſoft; and brought his 


ſpirit into ſuch render love with himſelf, chat even a 
thought counter to the ſovereign will of his King is 


no leſs to him than 4 ee in the ſpirit, Prov. xv. 4. 


2 5 
* 2 
” * 


| | SHEPHERD; 

A tentler conſcience. armed with filial fear and un- 
feigned faith, and Furniſbed with a divine teſtimony, 
is a bleſſing peculiar to the King's Seed. The brutih 
man knoweth not, \ueither doth à fool wuderfland, this 
(Pſalm xcii. 6); for heart-work always was enthu- 
ſiaſm to a hond child. I will work a work in your 
« days,” faith the King, „a work which you ſhall 
jn no wile believe, though a man declare it unto 
you,“ As xiii, 41. They canhot believe the 
teſtimony of heart-work, for want of a divine work 


eh © STEWARD, 
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— e STEWARD, 
Il muſt take my leave of my dear Siet in order 


to get in proviſions for the Houſehold, as I intend 
-to be at Tabor again to-morrow, if | 


\ a 


SHEPHERD. | 
I wiſh thee a pleaſant journey; and bleſſed with 
the Well-ſpring of life in thy heart, and the law of 
kindneſs on thy tongue, that thou mayeſt ſtrengthen 


Little Faith upon the bed of wats. Tender 
my kind love to him. 


f 


* | STEWARD... | TAF 


I will; and let us both have an intereſt in your 
prayers: the prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. Adieu. VNN 
e END. or] _ 
Farewell. 21 n 
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SHEPHERD. 


TJ au glad to ſee you. Come in, ia thou art a 

good man, and e good tidings. f 

1 # 
| © STEWARD. 

I ia good tidings, and bad tidings. Good 
ridings, for Little Faith is as happy as ever: bad 
tidings, for he gets worſe and worſe in body ; nor do 
I think that he will be long on this fide Jordan. 


; * SHEPHERD, 
Poor man! 
STEWARD. © 

Don't call him poor, for 1 think he is immenſely 5 


| rich 1 in faith, rich toward God, and one that is en- 
truſted 
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truſted with true riches: he hath got bags that wax 
not old; à treaſure in the heavens, where no moth 
corrupteth, nor thief approacheth. He ſays, he now 
knows what true humility is; and I think his pre- 
ſent humility is a prelude to his en aaa 
before honour is humility.“ ba "1415 38-* 


© SHEPHERD. 


Nothing humbles the ſoul like the enjoyment of 
pardoning mercy, and an abiding ſenſe of everlaſt= 
ing love. Where this ſelt- abhorrence and ſelf- 
abaſement takes place, they make room for a double 
portion of the Spirit. It is with him that is of an 
humble and a contrite heart, and that trembles at the 
word, that the King loves to dwell. 


STEWARD. 


True: Little Faith ſays, that he never ſaw him- 
| elf, and. his paſt life, in ſo deſperate a point of view 
as he now ſees. them. The darkneſs is now paſt, 
« and the true light ſhineth, | The King diſcovereth 
deep things out of darkneſs, and bringeth out to 
« light the ſhadow of death indeed, Job xii. 22. 
For | can now ſee, ſaith he, through the whole 
of my former profeſſion, and diſcover a deal of 
« pride and hypocriſy under every part of it: for I 
© uſed to be perpetually complaining to the Royal 
Family about my ſtate, and telling them how'I 
« longed after real convictions of fin-by the Holy 
Ghoſt, a deep ſenſe of my loſt eſtate, a broken heart, 
<«« acontrite ſpirit, godly ſorrow, and evangelical re- 

n | o * pentance z 
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4c pentance; whereas, if any of the penetrating Ser- 

© vants of the Houſehold handled the King's ſpeeches. 
_« faithfully, fo that I felt the ſword of the Spirit cut 
it me to the heart, or the hammer of the word ſmiting 
£ my conſcience, | directly left him, ſecretly offended 
ic at him in my mind, though Iknewinmy conſcience 
* that what he delivered was the truth: and I went to 
« one that would propheſy ſmooth things, or propheſy 
deceits, ſo as I could bur get the wound healed, 
et though but lightly, by one who would cry 
* Peace! peace!“ though, at the ſame time, God 
2 and Conſcience both new that no peace had been 
either ſpoken or applied to me. And this,” faid 
he, © is baſe hypgcrity, b om earch boy Ring and 

cc his Seed. 8 5 


SHEPHERD. 


It is no better than vile hypocriſy, to | pray and | 
complain for a broken bearr, and at the fame time 
run from the hummer; moufn for a wounded: ſpirit, 
and fly from the ſword that gives it. It ſhews Adel) 
of tottenneſs at the bottom; for, if truth be within, 
and the heart found, ſuch an one will come to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt that they 
are wrought in God; but he that-dath evil hateth 
the light, and that is his condemnation; + The 
Pfalmiſt ſays; Search me and try me, and fee if 
ze there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlaſting,” Sincere ſouls are always 
faſpicious-and_jealoys over their own hearts; and 
they know that it is by ſharp rebuke they maſt be 
„ | go made 
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made ſound in the faith, and not by one that can play 
on an inſtrument, nor by a very lovely | ſong of one that 
bath a pleaſant voice, Ezek. xxxiii. 32. All things 
that are reproved are made manifeſt by the light, for what 

ſoever doth make manifeſt is light (Epb. v. 130, and 
Cod is light, To fly from the light, is flying from 
God; and to hate the light, is hating God; and he 
that bardens his neck againſt the reproofs of light 
Gal be deſtroyed, and that without Is reed 2 


5TEWARD. 


15 told me Meint that he had diſcovered 4 
deal of pride which lay at the bottom of all his 
profeſſion, and that was the main ſpring of it. * F or, 
* having obtained a name of being very diligent, 
60 attentive, ſober, honeſt, and much i in retirement 
e and devotion, I ſecretly fed upon it,” ſaid be; 
te and was moſt intolerably proud in ſpirit at gain- 
ing the name of a man ſingularly devour, though 
« at the ſame time J knew that it was not one time 
« jn fifty that I came from retirement with the teſti- 
10 mony or approbation either of God or my own 
Nas conſcience, It was my baſe hypocriſy, and my 
cc legal pride, and nothing elſe, that, kept me {0 
long preſſed at the frait gate; for I could not en- 


« qure the truth faithfully handled ; I fed on human 


« applauſe, and ſought glory of man, and not the glory 
ee that cometh from God only ; and I ſecretly loved, 
10 and felt a cloſer union in heart with, a refined * 
“ Hagarite, than I did with a tried, tempted loyaliſt, 

« A vile perſon, who truſted in his own * was 


not 
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not eontemned in my eyes; nor did I take all my 
& delight with the excellent of the earth, nor with 
* fuch who excelled in that virtue which is coupled 
* with faith, 2 Pet. i. 3. I frequently complained 
c to others, that I was Vs that I was nothing but 
« A hypoerite, when my complaint itſelf was nothing 
« but hypocriſy, for I ſecretly indulged a very: high 
c opinion of myſelf. I was more taken with a per- 
&« ſon of gifts, and an external reformation, if he 
_ * ſeemed to be of a ſmooth, even temper and diſpo- 
- * fition, though legally dead, carnally ſecure, and 
40 ſettled in ſinful eaſe, Horb, and a falſe peace, than : 
&« f was with a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt; though 
« God fays, © Woe to them that are at eaſe; and, 
« Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation. In bort, 
1 favoured not the things 776 God, but thoſe that be of 


nen. | 


"SHEPHERD, = 
Little Faith, being brought through the deep : 
waters, and coming out into ſuch glorious light and 
liberty, muſt unavoidably make deep diſcoveries of 
the leaven of legal pride; and of the various evils, ; 
| temptations, and entanglements, that have befallen 


him in the way. 
STEWARD. 10 5 

Indeed he has. And he ſees it to be a moſt abo- 
minable crime to make the Chapel- royal a place of 
carnal courtſhip. ** Eyes full of adultery in the houſe 
« of God,” he ſays, © is ſhocking to think of, 1 
& neither kept my foot, mine eyes, nor mine heart, 


« when I went into that ſacred place. I did not 
W \ ; e. obey 
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60 obey the voice of my teachers, nor incline mine 
«© ear to them that inſtructed me for my wicked 
heart has been in all evil, in the midſt of the congre- 
& gation and aſſembly, Prov. v. I3, 14. However,” 
ce ſaid he, the backſlider in heart has been filled 
« with his own ways. I was above conſulting any 
« of my real friends in the matter of my marriage, 
« and therefore the Kins, in juſt anger, let me go on 
« with the workers of iniquity; and ſure I am that, 
« if H had not ſupported me by his undeſerved 
power, I had at this time been like him who lodged _ 
% among the tombs,” ——Excuſe me, my dear brother, 
as f promiſed to be at Tabor this afternoon. | 


SHEPHERD. 


The King hath madethee free; and free thou ſhalt 
remain for me, for I will neither preſs thee, nor de- 
tain thee, a moment n thy time, Farewell. 


STEWAR b. | 
: Nis you = 


% 
2 wg 1 
0 11 


LITTLE FAITH. 


PIALOGUE us TWENTIETH. 


SH BPH ERD. 
Goon m moroing to Vous _ friend. | 


STREWAR D. 


Good morning io you, _— other. 1 


5 40 Wherefore look ye ſo ſadly to-day ?” Are you 
not well? or, have you over-walked yourſelf? 


= STEWARD, 


I am not ill, but rather weary, for I have been up 
all night. I have ſeen the end, and taken my final 
_ of, oa Little F aich! ! He i is no more | 


. 


SHEPHERD. 


Pray, When did he 80 off? 


a HT 


STEWAR Ds 
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STEWARD.” FR: Ac; 
This morning, at four o'clock, | 


$ H E P H ER D. 
Was he ſenſible + | 


STEWARD. . | 

To i laſt moment, When I c came to | og he 
ſeemed remarkably glad to ſee me; and ſaid 
« Surely there never was a poor, unſtable, unbeliev= 
« ing, doubting, fearing ſoul, in the world, that 
<© was ever kept in ſo ſweet, ſo compoſed a frame of 
© mind, for ſo many weeks together, as I have been! 
« have been dying, and in bondage through the 
10 fear of death, all my days; and now dying ſeems 
« to be nothing, and death leſs than nothing. The 
ec King came to “ deliver them who, through the 
© fear of death, were all their life-time ſuhject to 
« bondage.” Surely I can ſet my ſeal to this truth. 
% O how have I laboured in fruitleſs toil to obtain 


his notice, his favour and approbation; and to 


« render myſelf acceptable in his ſight by a little 


cc eye-ſervice, partial obedience, and dead works, 
* the wretched effects of pride, blindneſs, ignorance, 
© and unbelief! While now my ſoul. lies paſſive in 


« the hands of my only Lord: while bis ſovereign 
e pleaſure. is worked in me, his Spirit carries on his 
e perfecting work: and Grace, without copartnerſhip 
cc or mortal aid, unmoleſted and unrefiſted, reigns! 
« While the King of kings admires the work of his 
« own hands, accepts the fruits of- his own, Spirit, 


6 ads pronounces my worthleſs foul:all, fair, and 


f 4 


8 without 


; * 
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e 201thout ſpot, as embraced in the arms of unbounded 
* love, and enwrapped in his, own. eternal robe! 
O what a time of love, when the King enters into 
4 covenant with a ' ſoul, and brings it into. the 
66 bonds of ir, wrapped up in his own ſkirt! Exel. 
% xvi. 8, I aimed at obtaining grace by legal 
ny works : but now I perceive that the hardeft work 
ce is to ceaſe from working; the higheſt act of obe- 

ce dience is ſubmiſſion to the Nivine will revealed; 

« and true humility lies in loathing ſelf, inſtead of 
« truſting i in it; and in receiving freely, to the ho- 

tc nour of the Giver, what we vainly hope to merit; 

< which is our pride, our loſs, and the King's diſ- 
* honour. I formerly looked to myſelf, inſtead of 
* the King ; to the commandment, inſtead of the 
0 promiſe ; and to my own reſolutions and endea- 


e yours, inſtead of the King's fulneſs and all- ſuff- 


« ciency; and vainly thought to bring an obedient 
Ie to the commandment, and both to the pro- 
_ «© miſe; and ſo to expect the promiſed bleſſing, 3 as 
© reward of my obedience to the command: whereas 
& | now ſee that arb is revealed in the law, to 
* make me fly to the Refuge; that the frifineſs of 
& the command is to make me look out for a promiſe ; 
«* and the unconditional promiſe is to lead me to 
© the Saviour's fulneſs ; and grace for grate received 
« from thence, is the Divine accompliſhment of the 
e promiſe; and the ſweet operations of promiſed 
„ grace by the Spirit, are an evangelical fulfilment 
« of the law in us; which excludes all boaſting 
« from the finner, lays him -under eternal obliga- 
7 e tions 
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«tions to ow Grace, and ſecures the whole glory- 
to the firſt Cauſe and laſt End, who allows of no 

46 "ain cauſe in his decrees; no co-worker in the 
« buſineſs of ſalvation; no co-operator in the work 
te of ſanctification; no co partner in the throne; con- 
ſequently, no co-ſharers in his praiſe. © My glory 
« I will not give to another, nor my. praiſe to graven 
images.“ Thus rhe righteouſneſs of the law is ful- 
« filled in them who walk, not after the fleſh, but after 
« tbe Spirit. How wide are man's thoughts to God's 
* thoughts! how far his ways from man's ways! 
The other is right to man, this to God: the for- 
« mer is the way of death, but the Ap is the path 
5. of life. 5 


SHEPHERD. 

What ſublime, what evangelical, what a pure lan- 
guage, did he ſpeak! How pure from the dregs of 
corruption! how free from fleſhly favour ! how un- 
adulterated with infernal pride and ignorance! and, 
when breathed from dying lips, how ſweet, how 
encouraging, and how weighty, the teſtimony! 

- „ © BDIWanD: 1. 1 
True. And, indeed, I ſound it ſo: for he faid =» 
i How nigh is a work of grace to a ſtate of glory! 
The one is the firſt- fruits, the other the harveſt; 
te the former the earneſt, the latter the whole lump; 
the former a pledge, the latter the full poſſeſſion. 
“feel myſelf,” ſaid he, * come to Mount Zion, 
indeed, and to the heavenly Jeruſalem; for there 
« 1s only a bridge, a river, and a ſingle breath, be- 
_ © tween me and the celeſtial inhabitants. O the 
3 + Sy «* manifold 


%\ 
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© manifold wiſdom of God! Life given us in Chrift, 
before death entered by Adam; confirmed in the 
« ſecond Head, before fallen in the firſt ; mercy and 
* peace triumph, while righteouſneſs and truth ap- 
c prove; God appears juſt, and yet juſtifies the un- 
. oddly; fins are freely pardoned, and vengeance is 
alen on man's inventions; God doth not at all ac- 
* quit the guilty, yet who ſhall lay any thing to the 
c charge of his elect? a price is paid, yet man is 
te ſaved by grace; mercy and grace are glorified, yet 
* holineſs and juſtice are honoured ; Satan is out- 
C. done by infinite wiſdom, and the lawful captive is 
* delivered ; by grace, through faith, a man is ſaved, 
© and faith is the work of God; by works a man is 
ce juſtified, yet none are juſt before God but ſuch as 
© ceaſe from working ; ; ſaints are nothing, and yet the 
& leaf of them are great when God is all in all. Surely 
©] ſhould underſtand the King's moſt gracious 
dc ſpeeches, were I ever to be admitted to tread the 
« courts of the Chapel-royal again; but I ſhall ſhortly 
* join in the worſhip performed by the more perfect 
Family. Steward, my moſt faithful, affectionate, 
5 and invaluable friend, I love you for your plain, 
4 honeſt, and undiſſembled dealings; and admire 
t your unfeigned faithfulneſs and loyalty to the great 
ce King. Accept my moſt hearty thanks for all fa- 
v yours. I am going! I am going! The field is 
e fought, the battle i is ended, the' day i is won, and 
[3 the crown, the crown, is eternally x mine, Adieu! 
5 adjeul? DOE. | 


| SHEPHERD, 
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or SHEP HERD, 
A glorious end! O that I may die the death of the 
righteous, and that my latter end may be like his! 


STEWARD, 

That you will die the death of the FFP 1 
have not a ſingle doubt: but there are but ſew that 
make ſo triumphant and ſo glorious an end as Little 
Faith: and no wonder, when he had waded through 
{o many trials; and was ſo effectually crucified to the 
world, and fo free from he love of money, which is 
the root of all evil. When the root of all evil i is cut, 
the root of the matter takes hold; and, when a man 
withers to the things of this world, he flouriſhes in 


thoſe of the next. 


| 


SHEPHERD. | 
Pray, when and where do you depoſit his remains? | 


| STEWARD, 

He is to be interred on the Lord's Jad next, 
The burying-ſpot that he fixed on is in the Fuller's 
Field: it was purchaſed at a great price, to be a 
burying-ground for ſtrangers; ; and, as Little Faith- 
was both a ſtranger and a pilgrim upon earth, he 
deſired to lie there, - About a week ago, he wrote a 
letter, and gave it to Deborab, which ſhe was to de- 
liver to me after his departure: in which he has de- 


ſired me to ſee his funeral rites performed ; a ſtone 


ere&ed z and. an Epitaph, of bis own compoſing, 
inſcribed thereon. _ | As I ſhall now be exceedingly 
| buſy, and not able to call again at the hut, I invite 


you to the funeral, where I hope to ſee you without 
M__--: . SHEPHERD, 
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8H EP HER D. "Ps 
If God permit, I will attend. Till then, Heaven 
protect us both ! 


STEWARD» 


Poor LITTLE FA1TH is gone — he's gone, indeed! 
He made a world of haſte, but little ſpeed: 
His good intentions, and his cate profound, 
Still kept him running, tho” he gain'd no ground. 
The laſt are firſt, and yet the firſt are laſt ! 
He ran behind, but has his thouſands paſt ! 
The ſwift, the ſtrong, the prudent, and the wife, | | 
All firive in vain—the cripple wins the prize! 1 
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